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     Growing up in Miami and spending my summers with my family in
Puerto Rico, I have seen first-hand the effects of our first committee topic:
global warming. What I find most important about the topic is the adverse
ways in which it affects countries from all over the globe and differences in
how countries react. Whether it be more severe natural disasters, colder
winters, or hotter summers, every country in the world is affected one way
or another, which is why it is important for countries to find common
ground. While thinking of what topics to choose, the main factors that led
me to choose global warming were the record high temperatures in
Pakistan. When temperatures are at that level, it is vital to start
highlighting these effects of climate change.
     Water pollution was one of the topics I learned about in my high school
environmental science class that I found to be really engaging because of
how many ways it is possible for water pollution to take shape. At first
glance, water pollution merely seems like animals ingesting plastic or
another oil spill, but the consequences are far more devastating than the
topic at surface level. Water pollution eliminates drinking supplies and
entire food chains. I chose this topic as well because I feel like it balances
well with the first topic of global warming due to how different the two
topics are in international response. Instead of every country facing
different aspects of water pollution, every country faces similar aspects of
the crisis and comes up with different ways of tackling the issues.
 I really hope you all enjoy the committee topics and the background
guide, and I look forward to seeing you all come in with your own
innovative ways on addressing the issues of the committee on GatorMun
weekend.

My best wishes,

Daniel Quesada

Dear delegates, 

     Welcome to GatorMun XX’s United Nations Environmental Programme!
I am a second-year student at Florida State University pursuing a double
major in Political Science and International Affairs. Currently, I work for Un-
Pac: a student-led political organization dedicated to fighting against
corruption in our current political sphere. In my free time I enjoy reading
new books and going out with my friends. I’ve been involved in Model UN
since my freshman year of highschool and as someone who attended
GatorMun for two years as a competitor in high school, I am incredibly
excited for my first director experience to be with you all at GatorMun!
 



Rules of Procedure

Setting the agenda.
This means choosing the order in which you will debate
topics, if there are multiple on the table.

Debating the topic.
Moderated Caucus

Moderated debate
Unmoderated Caucus

Work on draft resolutions, sporadic debate, time for
additional research, etc.

Speaker’s List
When the speaker’s list is closed, move straight into the
voting procedure.

Vote on motions as they arise.
Author’s Panel

Group of sponsors present resolution
Voting procedure

Resolutions are presented, then voted upon.
No one may enter or exit the room once voting procedure
has begun 

This Committee will abide by Robert’s Rules of Order, below is a
brief summation of the basic procedures needed to be successful
in this committee. Points and motions not listed in this
document are chair’s discretion on acceptance. The goal of this
committee is to create one resolution as a group by the end of
the conference, based on attendance more may be accepted.
Page minimums and maximums will be established throughout
the committee as well as sponsor caps. 

Order/Agenda of a Model U.N. Conference
1.

a.

2.
a.

i.
b.

i.

c.
i.

d.
e.

i.
3.

a.
b.
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Rules of Procedure
QUORUM
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF A MODERATED CAUCUS
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AN UNMODERATED CAUCUS
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an
unmoderated caucus, delegates
may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This
motion requires a simple majority
to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis
committee should not exceed fifteen
minutes.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE MEETING
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to
be observed. (ie. Lunch!) This motion requires a simple majority
vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

POINTS OF ORDER
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to
be used sparingly.

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session.
It signifies the closing of the
committee until next year’s conference.
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POINTS OF INQUIRY
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a
question to the Committee Director. Any question directed to
another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A
delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal
speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must
conform to the following format: 

Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director.
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

POINTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or
clarification and conduct all other business of the body except
Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure.
Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of
Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal Privilege if the
Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent
in the exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed
dilatory in nature.

RIGHTS OF REPLY
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or
observer may be granted a Right of Reply to answer serious
insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights
of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL.
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced
Directive that all Sponsors
agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the
Friendly Amendment and confirm
each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a
formally introduced Directive that are not agreed to by all of the
Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must be the number
equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The
Committee Director has the authority to discern between
substantive and non-substantive Unfriendly amendment
proposals.
Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

PLAGIARISM
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to
plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the ideas of others
without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or
documents will have their credentials revoked for the duration of
the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.
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MOTION TO ENTER VOTING PROCEDURE
Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting
Procedure, no occupants of the committee room may exit the
Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all
doors.
• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be
tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the
order which they were introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly
Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and
voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is
put to a vote.
• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting”
are unable to abstain during voting procedure. Abstentions will
not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes
votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive
passes.
• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly
Amendments to Directives if these documents pass with a simple
majority. Specialized committees should refer to their
background-guides or Committee Directors for information
concerning specific voting procedures.

ROLL CALL VOTING
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any
delegate to the committee motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll
Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All dele-
gates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,”
reserves his/her vote until the Committee Director has exhausted
the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

ACCEPTING BY ACCLAMATION
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for
points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to
Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a
Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to
accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a
single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not
considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will
move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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     Hello Delegates and welcome to the United Nations Conference
on International Organization(UNCIO) otherwise known as the San
Francisco Conference. UNCIO was a convention of delegates from
50 Allied nations that took place from 25 April 1945 to 26 June 1945
in San Francisco, California, United States. This conference
historically led to the chartering of the United Nations which you
no doubt know about.
     This committee will discuss the world’s moves after WWII with a
global organization also formatting the penalty that the
unsuccessful axis power countries will face. To reiterate, delegates
should always be mindful of the words they use to describe the
issue at hand, prospective solutions, etc. Delegates should also
recognize that how they decide to handle the solution does not
necessarily have to repeat the actual events.

Background Guide
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     In June 1972, 114 United Nations (UN) member states would
attend the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment as a
result of rising international concern on the state of the climate
and its possible effects on humanity. By the end of the conference,
delegates had written groundbreaking legislation such as the
Stockholm Declaration which established 26 principles on how to
move forward with the current state of the environment and
sought to sow cooperation between developed and developing
nations; but most importantly, the 114 delegations would found the
United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) with the goal of
informing environmental policymaking with science.
    Over the course of its existence the UNEP has been paramount
in raising global awareness and creating actionable policy to
preserve our environment. One such example being the
establishment of World Environment Day on June 5th; acting as an
international day to promote international awareness and the
holiday has now become an annual staple when referring to dates
used to commemorate the environment and legislation made to
promote the preservation of it.

Background Guide
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     Now headquartered in Nairobi,
Kenya, the UNEP with the help of all
193 UN member states now acts as
the lead advocate for preserving the
environment and reversing the
negative impacts of climate change.
The UNEP understands that action
alone is not enough to reverse the
devastating effects of climate
change which is why in addition to
its hands on approach with
addressing this great obstacle it also
uses several different campaigns in
order to raise public awareness and 
encourage meaningful action be taken. Seven Environmental
programmes have also been established in order to focus on
specific topics; the 7 subprogrammes being: Climate Action,
Chemicals and Pollution Action, Nature Action, Environmental
Governance, Finance and Economic Transformations, and Digital
Transformations. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development
plays an integral role in the values the UNEP uses when working
with member states. The UNEP also works with countries to
integrate environmental sustainability into their plans for
development in order to ensure that countries are properly
equipped to maintain and revive the environment.
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Topic I: Global Warming 
     It is no secret that Earth has gone through cycles of warming up
and cooling down over the course of its existence in the Universe;
however, to infer that the increase in global temperatures we are
observing is a natural process is not supported by any concrete
evidence. Since 1880, the average temperature of the Earth has
risen by .14° Fahrenheit each decade. Additionally, the figure does
not end there, instead it gets worse; since 1981 the rate per decade
at which the Earth has been rising in temperature was recorded to
be .32° Farenheit. This shows the rate has more that doubled and it
does not seem like the international community is any closer
curbing the rate at which the plant is warming up. These figures
alone should warrant enough concern to demand action, but based
on data from the National Ocean and Atmospheric Association
(NOAA), every year between 2013-2021 has become one of the 10
warmest years in recorded history.
    To address global warming it is important to understand what is
causing it. Although, there are a plethora of factors contributing to
the overall rise in temperature, the primary culprit of this
phenomena is the greenhouse effect. When gases are released into
Earth’s atmosphere it takes varying amounts of time for these gases
to deteriorate or escape the atmosphere. As sunlight reaches Earth
it is supposed to reach the surface and then bounce off and reflect
back into space; however, certain gases that stay in Earth’s
atmosphere block the sunlight from escaping into the atmosphere
as well, thus trapping the heat here on Earth and warming the
planet. Those gases are known as greenhouse gases. The dominant
source of greenhouse gases come from fossil fuels: coal, oil, and
gas. According to the UN fossil fuels comprise about 75 percent of
all greenhouse gas emissions and over 90 percent of all carbon
dioxide emissions. 
    One of the biggest issues at hand with greenhouse gases is the
fact that they take varying amounts of time to deteriorate in the
atmosphere. For example, it can take carbon dioxide anywhere
between three hundred to one thousand years to disperse in the
atmosphere. Meaning, we still have carbon dioxide in that
atmosphere that was released in the twentieth century, and when
we release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere several generations
after us will still be dealing with its effects.
This accelerated rate of one of Earth’s natural processes poses a
grave threat to our existence as we know it. As things continue to
heat up, ice caps will continue to melt which will in turn lead to
increased sea levels and threaten coastal economies that rely on
beaches and tourism to thrive. The effect on oceanic temperatures
will also result in the continued loss of reefs to coral bleaching,
which further threatens the natural biodiversity of the planet and
the livelihood of those who rely on oceanic tours to make a living. 
     The need for international intervention against climate change
has been a necessity to counteract the damage being done to the 



Earth. The global community has risen to the challenge, laying out
undoing rising temperatures as one of its primary goals and
engineering paramount treaties and legislation to unite against
the shared threat faced by all every person and every country.
     A vital step required to properly address a problem is identifying
it and making its undoing a priority. The United Nations
Developmental Program established goal 13 to “take urgent action
against climate change and its impacts”. The establishment of this
goal has been vital in directing the international community
towards impactful action and legislation meant for preserving the
Earth. In accordance with goal 13, the United Nations has
established bodies other than the United Nations Environmental
Program, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) which goes about providing a legal
framework for global cooperation to address climate change. The
UNFCCC also hosts the annual climate summit where leaders from
across the globe come together to discuss how they have
managed global warming in their respective countries.
     Another notable piece of legislation adopted by the UN is the 10 year
Climate Action Plan. The UN laid out numerous goals they hope to
achieve through the action plan; some of which being, to achieve 80% of
electricity consumed being through renewable forms of energy and a
45% reduction in carbon emissions per capita. Some cornerstones for
taking action against climate change in the plan revolve around
facilitating and promoting an intersectional approach in tackling this
issue by attempting to promote action from other UN bodies,
Intergovernmental Organizations, and countries around the globe
because the UN secretariat understands it cannot tackle this grand 
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challenge alone. Furthermore,
another pillar of the plan is to
promote innovation in technology
and research in order to improve
and innovate avenues for countries
to fight the effects of climate change
in their ways that suit them.
     One of the first efforts to address
greenhouse emissions on the global
stage were the Kyoto Protocols
ratified in 1997. This international
agreement sought to establish a
limit on the level of emissions
allowed for industrialized countries.
Although it was innovative for its
time, the Kyoto Protocols had
multiple setbacks that necessitated
future agreements later on down
the line due to its ineffectivity. For
instance, although it dealt with
industrialized nations, developing 



     The pseudo successor to the Kyoto Protocols- the Paris Climate
Accords. Ratified and signed by nearly every country that attended the
conference in 2015- a landmark in international agreements, the Paris
Accords sought to limit the global rise in temperatures by seeking to
reduce global greenhouse emissions. The Paris Agreement was
innovative in the way it calls upon countries to address climate change
due to the way in which it involved developing countries in the fight
against climate change. Another noteworthy piece of the accords were
the commitments from nearly every major emitting country to reduce
the current level of their emissions as well as to intensify those reductions
in time. Transparency and accountability have been features necessary to
truly address the climate crisis, and the Paris Accords established a
framework for countries to follow which created systems for countries to
be transparent in their reports on the efforts made to reduce emissions.

Case Studies
Asia
 In 2022, the Iranian city of Ahvaz experienced a heat wave where
temperatures reached as high as 129.2 degrees fahrenheit, with humidity
the real heat index reached 142 degrees fahrenheit. This posed serious
dangers for the citizens, due to the fact that aside from commonly known
heat related illnesses such as heat stroke, heat fatigue, or dehydration the
human body begins to cook and shut down on itself once temperatures
reach upwards of 122 degrees fahrenheit. Unfortunately, these
temperatures have been recorded across the continent of Asia, occurring
in countries such as Kuwait, Oman, and Pakistan as well. Scientists further
warn that this could become a new norm, even in countries such as China
and India as a result of climate change.
North America
 Throughout North America there has been an increasing number of
forests lost due to the impacts of climate change. Wildfires have become
increasingly common as well as longer in duration. According to Nasa,
“Globally, fire seasons are almost 20 percent longer… than they were 35
years ago.” This further exacerbates the damages of climate change as
this means more greenhouse gases are being released into the
atmosphere and there is less foliage to collect and store carbon dioxide
that is emitted. Not only are forests being lost, but as sea levels rise as a
result of global warming many or the coastal regions across America are
experiencing devastating blows to their economies as beaches are being
consistently lost to these rising sea levels. Furthermore, beaches are just
the first step, but in low lying coastal regions, many houses will soon be
lost to the seas as well.
Australia
 Coral bleaching is the process by which coral whitens as a result of
numerous stressors such as changes in temperature. Known for its rich
biodiversity, one of Australia’s cornerstones and one of the seven natural
wonders of the world is being lost to climate change. The Great Barrier
Reef has experienced a disastrous level of coral bleaching this decade. As 
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a result, more and more fish and wildlife species will die due to the loss of
a rich ecosystem on which they depend on to survive. Aside from wildlife,
this could also result in a loss of tourism revenue as tours to the reef
become less and less frequent.
Europe
 Europe has become increasingly at risk to the negative effects of climate
change as well. Many of the snow capped areas across Europe have
begun melting, leading to increased levels in river flow which could be
one of the reasons which floods have gradually become more frequent
and devastating to Europe as a whole. The European Environment
Agency predicts that flooding could potentially lead to more than 10
billion euros in damages. Furthermore, the coastal regions around the
Mediterranean have been experiencing less precipitation which has been
resulting in less crop yields and less food to go around Europe. The
temperature increases in Europe are also a serious matter as a recent
study by the EEA states that heat related deaths could potentially reach a
toll of 200,000.
South America
     South America plays a vital role in the fight against climate change
currently as it is home to one of the worlds largest carbon sinks: the
Amazon rainforest. In decades prior, the Amazon was experiencing mass
deforestation to sustain the economies of countries who relied on timber
and agriculture to support themselves. Gradually over time, these levels of
deforestation have decreased; however, the future of the Amazon is still
questionable as South America is becoming increasingly prone to
droughts which can be devastating for the rainforest, resulting in foliage
dying sooner, and releasing more carbon than is absorbed by the
rainforest. Another factor that should be cause for concern is the decrease
in growth being observed by the Amazon, while other forests continue to
grow at a normal rate, it has been recorded that growth in the Amazon is
seemingly decreasing.
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     This body must take multiple considerations into
account in regards to tackling this current climate
crisis. In the current geopolitical atmosphere, many
economies around the world rely on numerous
economic activities that are damaging to the the
atmosphere in order to sustain their economies.
Furthermore, many countries rely on fossil fuel to
power their electricity. An immediate ban on fossil
fuels would result in the collapse of numerous
economies as countries would struggle to adjust
without having the resources or infrastructure
necessary to properly transition to a greener
economy. Multinational corporations that produce
and export oil must also be taken into
consideration as the UNEP has no jurisdiction over
businesses and substantive solutions would
threaten their profit margins as their business
models depend on the trade of fossil fuels.
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would cease to exist without
clean water. With the
technological and sociological
advancements of our time man
has severely affected the quality
of water across the globe and
the ecological impacts have
been devastating. The World
Health Organization (WHO)
defines polluted water as water
whose composition has been
changed to the point that it is
no longer usable. Water 

Topic B: Water Pollution
Water is one of the key building blocks of life. Animals need water to
keep their bodies functioning, plants need water to grow, fish die if the
water they live in is contaminated, in one way or another almost all life 

pollution can occur in numerous forms but the effect it has on the planet
is the same, and innovative solutions are needed from all countries if
future generations are to live in a clean and sustainable future.
     The most predominant source of water pollution is nutrient pollution
which is an umbrella term used to describe contamination through
nutrients such as nitrates or phosphates. This category takes many forms
that primarily occur through agricultural industries as a result of
pesticides, fertilizers or animal waste being absorbed by water and
running off into various kinds of water sources. They can enter
groundwater which is particularly harmful because once aquifers have
been contaminated they can remain so from decades to thousands of
years; and, can still spread into surface water sources (rivers, lakes,
oceans). In these cases, the only solution is time. Because many
populations rely either heavily or entirely on groundwater for sustenance,
entire generations lose a valuable source of water essentially
permanently. As these contaminants run off into surface water sources,
the effects are more immediate, observable, and damaging. The most
notable and harmful phenomenon being eutrophication. The water
runoff combined with nutrients such as nitrogen into open sources of
water results in a process known as eutrophication which leads to the loss
of fish and plant life due to major drops in dissolved oxygen levels of the
water.
      Another form of water pollution is the human waste disposal whether
it be biotic or abiotic. Examples of waste that are dumped into bodies of
water include, biological waste, radioactive waste, dredged material,
industrial waste, etc. These materials enter the water through either point
source or nonpoint source pollution. Point source pollution occurs when
waste is intentionally or accidentally dumped from a single source Many
industries are allowed to dump certain types of waste into bodies of
water; however, this does not mean the impacts are any less harmful.
Although these wastes are disposed of from a singular point they can
affect miles upon miles of water. Untreated human waste can get leaked 



into nearby bodies of water during times of excessive rain where sewage
systems cannot handle the level of runoff and sewage resulting in a
mixture of both leaking into the nearest source of water. The UN
estimates that about 80% of the world's sewage leaks into open bodies of
water such as rivers. Non-point source pollution occurs when water is
contaminated through multiple underivable sources and tends to be the
most prominent and hardest to regulate due to how hard it is to track.
     Two types of water pollution with the most well known ecological
impacts on the ocean and its wildlife are from oil leaks and plastics being
swept into the ocean. Although Deepwater Horizon is the most well
known oil spill, these tragedies have happened on several occasions and
consistently lead to massive losses in the lives of surface dwelling ocean
organisms and birds. The damages of these spillages are further
exacerbated by the fact that the effects are long lasting to the point that
the immediate effects may be less extreme over time, but sea life can
become poisoned as a result of these spills which can spread throughout
entire food chains. Plastics ending up in the ocean has also become a
serious source of concern in part due to The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
which consists of an estimated 1.8 billion pieces of garbage and kills
thousands of marine animals a year.
     As of right now, water pollution poses a serious threat to human beings
everywhere.  It is not an isolated issue that only affects certain parts of the
world, the United Nations reports that billions of people worldwide,
particularly rural areas, lack access to clear water for drinking and
sanitation; while the World Health Organization estimates that roughly
two billion people have no other option for drinking water except sources
contaminated by feces- exposing them to diseases such as dysentery.
Clean and drinkable water is a necessity for everyone. Untreated and
contaminated water can contain harmful bacteria and parasites such as
Cholera, Typhoid, and Giardia. A study published by The Lancet, a peer
reviewed medical journal, shows that approximately one billion people
contract illnesses related to the consumption of unsafe drinking water,
and one million eight hundred thousand people died because of water
pollution in 2015. 
     Beyond immediate sickness water pollution also threatens the lives of
the future generations as exposure to nitrates can permanently affect
development or even be fatal for children.
     Furthermore, not only should water pollution be a cause for alarm on a
health related basis, but if water pollution is allowed to continue or
worsen, our worldwide food supply is threatened. The pesticides and
fertilizers that run off into bodies of water can poison or even kill fish; in
2004 the British Environment Survey showed a worrisome trend between
increases in sewage waste levels and male fish developing female tissue
and organs. Worse though, is that many fish are displaying worrisome
levels of Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) which if consumed over long
periods of time can cause adverse health effects. Overfishing is already a
major issue and water pollution is further decreasing the amount of fish
that are safely edible. Besides fish, agricultural food production is also
taking major blows from water pollution. An effect of water pollution and 

14



How should the UN deal with an evergrowing amount of litter in the
ocean
Should countries be held accountable for litter that ends up in another
country’s waters? How so?
What are ways the UN can help countries acquire sanitary water?

the loss of fresh water is the increased salinity levels of water. These
salinity levels pose a serious risk to agricultural output as the World Bank
reports that increased salinity levels in water result in decreased
agricultural yield, and as of their last report it was estimated that one
hundred and seventy million people could have been supplied with food
had salinity levels not ruined the agricultural yield.
 Considering that only 1% of the world's water supply is drinkable and that
less and less of it is becoming usable as a result of water pollution, it
should be the top priority of this body to find ways to curve the damage
being done on an ecological scale as well is find ways to ensure people
across the world have access to sanitary and usable water.
UNEP Action
 In order to combat the damaging effects of water pollution, the UNEP
established the Global Programme of Action for Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land Based Activities (GPA). The UNEP understands
that water pollution is an intersectional issue and must be targeted from
numerous angles; however, it was difficult to tackle every aspect in a
practical sense so the GPA focused on three major aspects of water
pollution to begin counteracting its negative effects: marine litter,
nutrient management, and wastewater. The Environmental Programme
facilitates the voluntary cooperation of numerous governments through
the GPA to tackle water pollution at the root, that being identifying and
limiting the amount of land based pollutants that enter water sources.
Additionally, member states of the UNEP’s #CleanSeas campaign have
begun trying to implement legislation aimed at curbing the wasteful
habits of their own citizens as well as curbing marine pollution.
Guiding Questions

1.

2.

3.
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Afghanistan
Algeria
Angola
Argentina
Australia
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Croatia
Cuba
Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany
Ghana
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Italy
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
South Korea
Laos
Libya
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Mongolia

Positions: 
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Morocco
Mozambique
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovakia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Syria
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uzbekistan
Venezuela
Vietnam
Yemen
Zimbabwe
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