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Greetings delegates, 

Hi, Welcome to the UN Environmental Assembly (UNEA). My name is
Logan Wax, and I am a sophomore at the University of Florida, majoring in
Mathematics and Statistics and minoring in Music Theory. I am an active
member of the UF Model UN travel team as a director for both our
collegiate and high school conferences. I competed in 15 conferences
throughout my time in Model UN, participating in both crisis and general
assembly committees. Outside of MUN, I both write short stories and
compose music in my spare time.
     Now, about the committee. I have always been interested in science
ever since I was a kid, and I took environmental science last semester, I
knew a committee themed around climate change would work well. The
topics I chose for this committee should be approachable and easy to
research for all of you. My goal with this committee is to have everyone
involved both learn more about the dangers of climate change as well as
express their creativity through the variety of solutions via the resolutions
you all create. Furthermore, as the UN has attempted to address these
issues in the past, I hope that you all will take advantage of that and
research past UN conferences. Also, remember that climate change is a
global issue, so use that to your advantage while coming up with ideas.
This committee will focus on preventive measures to slow or counteract
climate change so take that into consideration as well.
    My expectations are that you all maintain a level of professionalism and
respect for each other, your GatorMUN staffers, and any real-world
situations. We at UF hold a standard of acceptance of all types of people,
and we will not hesitate to provide repercussions for bullying or mockery.
There should be no prewriting and no plagiarism. I strongly recommend
that you all read the complete background guide and expand upon what I
have provided to better understand your country's position and last
actions. I do not expect you to do tons of outside research, however,
reading the full guide and some basic research on your country will make
you much more prepared for this committee. I hope you all have a lot of
fun in this committee and enjoy GatorMUN.

Sincerely,

Logan Wax



Rules of Procedure

Setting the agenda.
This means choosing the order in which you will debate
topics, if there are multiple on the table.

Debating the topic.
Moderated Caucus

Moderated debate
Unmoderated Caucus

Work on draft resolutions, sporadic debate, time for
additional research, etc.

Speaker’s List
When the speaker’s list is closed, move straight into the
voting procedure.

Vote on motions as they arise.
Author’s Panel

Group of sponsors present resolution
Voting procedure

Resolutions are presented, then voted upon.
No one may enter or exit the room once voting procedure
has begun 

This Committee will abide by Robert’s Rules of Order, below is a
brief summation of the basic procedures needed to be successful
in this committee. Points and motions not listed in this
document are chair’s discretion on acceptance. The goal of this
committee is to create one resolution as a group by the end of
the conference, based on attendance more may be accepted.
Page minimums and maximums will be established throughout
the committee as well as sponsor caps. 

Order/Agenda of a Model U.N. Conference
1.

a.

2.
a.

i.
b.

i.

c.
i.

d.
e.

i.
3.

a.
b.
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Rules of Procedure
QUORUM
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF A MODERATED CAUCUS
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AN UNMODERATED CAUCUS
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an
unmoderated caucus, delegates
may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This
motion requires a simple majority
to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis
committee should not exceed fifteen
minutes.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE MEETING
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to
be observed. (ie. Lunch!) This motion requires a simple majority
vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

POINTS OF ORDER
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to
be used sparingly.

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session.
It signifies the closing of the
committee until next year’s conference.
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POINTS OF INQUIRY
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a
question to the Committee Director. Any question directed to
another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A
delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal
speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must
conform to the following format: 

Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director.
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

POINTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or
clarification and conduct all other business of the body except
Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure.
Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of
Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal Privilege if the
Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent
in the exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed
dilatory in nature.

RIGHTS OF REPLY
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or
observer may be granted a Right of Reply to answer serious
insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights
of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL.
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced
Directive that all Sponsors
agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the
Friendly Amendment and confirm
each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a
formally introduced Directive that are not agreed to by all of the
Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must be the number
equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The
Committee Director has the authority to discern between
substantive and non-substantive Unfriendly amendment
proposals.
Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

PLAGIARISM
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to
plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the ideas of others
without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or
documents will have their credentials revoked for the duration of
the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.
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MOTION TO ENTER VOTING PROCEDURE
Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting
Procedure, no occupants of the committee room may exit the
Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all
doors.
• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be
tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the
order which they were introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly
Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and
voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is
put to a vote.
• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting”
are unable to abstain during voting procedure. Abstentions will
not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes
votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive
passes.
• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly
Amendments to Directives if these documents pass with a simple
majority. Specialized committees should refer to their
background-guides or Committee Directors for information
concerning specific voting procedures.

ROLL CALL VOTING
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any
delegate to the committee motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll
Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All dele-
gates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,”
reserves his/her vote until the Committee Director has exhausted
the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

ACCEPTING BY ACCLAMATION
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for
points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to
Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a
Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to
accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a
single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not
considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will
move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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Climate Change
     Around the time of 1900, the first effects of climate change
began to be noticed by the scientific community, with global
warming being discovered in 1938 by Guy Callendar. However, due
to how taking efforts toward counteracting climate change would
have negative economic impacts, little to no action was taken to
combat climate change until the early 21st century.
     One of the first significant attempts to address climate change
is the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference. During this
conference, Marshallese government minister Tony de Brum
managed to get all countries present to agree to work towards
adopting a goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius as
the target rather than 2. Despite this, within the next 5 years, this
goal became more and more unachievable, with most of the
countries that had agreed to this goal doing little to nothing to
achieve it.

Background Guide
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Recently, the UN has
continued in its attempts to
address issues of climate
change, the most notable
convention of late being the
COP 27. COP 27, or the 27th
Conference of Parties
allowed UN members to
convene and discuss about
the topic of climate change.
One of the most influential
advancements made were
the first notable
acknowledgements of

major power responsibility for harmful emissions levels.
Additionally, a fund was established to address the loss and
damage caused by climate change. These damages have had a
disproportionate impact on coastal regions and developing nations.
The strained relationship between industrialized and industrializing
nations with regard the economic hindrance caused by climate
action policy continues to be a central point of discussion in the
conversation about climate change.  



     Around the same time, there began to be significant floods
across many island countries as the sea level has begun to rise in
towns. Unsurprisingly, the main cause of this issue was climate
change, resulting in many citizens of island nations growing more
and more concerned as the greater population outside these
countries did little to combat this issue. This led to many of these
citizens becoming very influential within both international politics
and activist groups.
     However, despite the major political effects, the most notable
impacts of sea level rise are the environmental and social impacts.
For example, many citizens of island nations have discussed the
worry of losing their culture and home when they are forced to
leave the islands, as a significant number of them have accepted
that saving their homes is nearly impossible. Additionally, the
environment impacts the ecosystems of these islands. Most
notably, the rising sea level has had major effects on the atolls that
make up the islands. Atolls are made of coral which the sea can
erode over time. Due to the increased strength of the tides the rise
in sea level has caused, there is significant erosion and
deterioration of usable landmass. This has exponentially increased
the flooding of the islands and rapidly decreased the amount of
time that is expected before the islands are lost to the ocean.
Societal and Migration Impacts of Climate Change
     According to current UN resources, an annual average of 21.5
million people have been forcibly displaced by climate disasters,
such as flooding or wildfires, since 2008. Furthermore, it is
currently predicted by some studies that there could be as many
as 1.2 billion climate refugees by as early as 2050, making it clear
that climate refugees will likely soon be quite common.
Due to the failure to reach a significant slowing of climate change,
the loss of island nations, as well as the habitability of most of the
planet's landmass, is likely inevitable. Because of this, it is crucial
to address how many citizens of nations impacted by climate
change have begun to move to small towns and are starting to
grow communities there in an effort to ensure the safety of their
families. As the tides have become more dangerous, they have
begun to leave, usually sending one or two individuals to larger
countries, such as the US to earn money to buy plane tickets for
the rest of their families to join them. Despite not being a true
solution, it ends up being the next best option for many. 
Scientific Thoughts on the Issue
     While most scientists seem to think that the effects of climate
change are too far gone to make much of an impact, some of the
sources show a more optimistic view by showing ways we could
combat the effects of climate change if we begin to take
immediate steps to do so. The IPCC states that if we start making
major changes to reduce our impacts on climate change, we may 
 

Topic I: Sea Level Rise
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be able to reduce the effects by over 500 percent by 2050.
However, upon searching for other sources that discuss this issue,
most of the sources seem to agree that at the very least a notable
amount of loss of landmass and destruction of ecosystems is
extremely likely. One study predicts if immediate action is not
taken to slow the effects of climate change, the number of
individuals personally affected by climate change could double
yearly. Additionally, data shows if the global temperature rises 2
degrees Celsius, most coral reefs and small island nations would
be lost. Other sources state that if citizens of nations heavily
affected by climate change do not migrate elsewhere, drastic
measures such as creating new landmasses or elevating
preexisting islands out of the ocean may be the only option.  
Current Attempts to Address the Issue
Some countries have begun to preemptively allow climate
refugees to relocate into their territory. One notable example is
that of the US Compact of Free Association. Via the Compact of 
 Free Association, citizens of the
Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the
Republic of Palau, as well as their
spouses and children, can immigrate to
the US without a visa and immediately
be able to work there. As other nations
are facing the same issues, it is very
likely that either the US or the UN will
begin to extend temporary international
citizenship to climate change refugees
within the next few decades.
Additionally, the IPCC has suggested to
island nations that they begin to use
more sustainable designs for buildings
and resource management, however,
the economic status of these nations
makes this an unlikely solution without
major outside assistance. 

How should the international community work together to protect
and assist climate refugees
Can the mitigation of the impacts of climate change be pursued
equally across developing and developed nations?
What should be the role of major powers in leading and structuring
climate change response?

Questions to Consider
1.

2.

3.
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     Typically, the purpose of the depletion and exploitation is linked to
goals regarding economic growth and development. Furthermore, over
the past centuries, society has begun to link an abundance of resources
with little development. Because of the negative connotation of this,
nations are further encouraged to continue overusing natural resources
to escape being seen as underdeveloped.
Scientific Thoughts on the Issue
     Via an examination of perspectives throughout the last 100 or so years,
there have been multiple attempts by independent scientists to call for
the adoption of less resource-depleting technologies, as well as points
regarding working towards limiting new technologies to solely use
manmade resources.  Many scientists agree that natural resources, when
exploited, can be used to generate economic growth and development.
However, this assertion is often rebuffed by other explanations that,
natural resource abundance rather creates more difficulties than benefits.
Governments in developing countries with large amounts of resources
have pursued policies that seek to expand the exploitation of existing
natural resources to generate income for economic development. But
due to little attention being paid to the negative effects of policies that
center on the exploitation of natural resources as the main tool for
economic growth and development, resource exploitation has proven to
be potentially causing irreparable damage to the environment and the
citizens of many countries.

Topic II: Depletion of Natural Resources

Current Attempts to
Address the Issue
     As most major resources have not
yet reached the point where a
reduction of usage is necessary,
there has been little to no attempt
to address this issue. Many ideas
regarding ways to combat resource
depletion focus on the creation of
man-made substitutes. The main
areas this has been suggested for
are technological development and
energy production. These plans
target limiting the usage of fossil
fuels and prohibiting the creation of
new products from using natural
resources. However, as none of these
ideas have been attempted it is
unclear how successful these plans
may be.
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How can the United Nations set an achievable goal for combatting
natural resource depletion
What is the situation regarding research and development of
sustainable alternatives to resources that are currently being
depleted?
What should be the role of industry leaders in slowing the rate of
natural resource depletion? 

Questions to Consider
1.

2.

3.



Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia (Plurinational State
of)
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Côte D’Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic

Positions: 
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Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Eswatini
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia (Republic of The)
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic



Positions: 
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Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia (Federated
States of)
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
North Macedonia
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar

Republic of Korea
Republic of Moldova
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland



Positions: 
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United Republic of
Tanzania
United States of America
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela, Bolivarian
Republic of
Viet Nam
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe



Works Cited
COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION. (2009). 2009—2017 State.gov.
Retrieved April 8, 2022, from https://2009-
2017.state.gov/documents/organization/173999.pdf

Giardino, A., A., Nederhoff, K., & Vousdoukas, M. (2018, May 18).
Coastal hazard risk assessment for small islands: assessing the
impact of climate change and disaster reduction measures on
Ebeye. Reg Environ Change, 18, 2237–2248.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10113-018-1353-3

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. (n.d.). AR6 Climate
Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate Change — IPCC. IPCC.
Retrieved April 8, 2022, from https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-
assessment-report-working-group-3/

Just, R. E., Netanyahu, S., & Olson, L. J. (2005). Depletion of natural
resources, technological uncertainty, and the adoption of
technological substitutes. Resource and Energy Economics, 27(2),
91–108. doi:10.1016/j.reseneeco.2004.06.002

Letman, J. (2018, November 19). Rising seas give the Marshall
Islands a stark choice: relocate or elevate. National Geographic.
Retrieved April 8, 2022, from
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/rising-
seas-force-marshall-islands-relocate-elevate-artificial-islands

Mittal, Ishwar and Gupta, Ravi Kumar, Natural Resources Depletion
and Economic Growth in Present Era (September 30, 2015). SOCH-
Mastnath Journal of Science & Technology (BMU, Rohtak) (ISSN:
0976-7312); Volume 10 No. 3, July- September, 2015. , Available at
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2920080

Nawaz, M. A., Azam, A., & Bhatti, M. A. (2019). Natural Resources
Depletion and Economic Growth: Evidence from ASEAN Countries.
Pakistan Journal of Economic Studies (PJES), 2(2), 155–172.
Retrieved from
https://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/pjes/article/view/16

Osaka, S. (2022, April 8). The world's 1.5-degree climate goal is
essentially out of reach. Grist. Retrieved April 8, 2022, from
https://grist.org/climate/the-worlds-most-ambitious-climate-goal-
is-essentially-out-of-reach/

14


