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Tudor England has been the subject of much study in popular culture;
inspiring television shows, movies, and dozens of books. The reign of Henry
VIII was fraught with violence, controversy, and scandal, making it ripe for
dramatization. However, in this process much of the true story has been
forgotten. The Queens of Henry VIII’s reign are often reduced to little more
than a single word explaining the end of their marriage with Henry, and
his courtiers reduced to their family’s status in his court. In this committee,
you will explore the vibrant community that was King Henry VIII’s court,
and all the interesting issues that arise surrounding it.
 The specialized elements in this committee will allow you to explore the
cutthroat nature of court, seizing power and raising the status of your
family. Your success at court will be dependent on your ability to appease
the King while ensuring England’s interests are being properly looked
after. The line of succession, relations with France and with Spain, conflict
(or lack thereof) with the Catholic Church, and the temperament of King
Henry are all issues relevant to the progression of the Court. 

Welcome, delegates, to the Court of King Henry VIII. 
Bailey Vandewalle

A Word From Your Director
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Hello Delegates!, 

 My name is Bailey Vandewalle, and I am
absolutely thrilled to be your Committee
Director for Tudor Rose Among the
Thorns: the Court of King Henry VIII. I am
a third year at Florida State University,
and I am double majoring in Political
Science and Religion. I am currently
serving as Secretary General of Florida
State’s collegiate Model UN conference,
Nolemun II. I have done competitive
Model United Nations for seven years
now, and I’m very excited to be on this
side of the dais!



Rules of Procedure

Setting the agenda.
This means choosing the order in which you will debate
topics, if there are multiple on the table.

Debating the topic.
Moderated Caucus

Moderated debate
Unmoderated Caucus

Work on draft resolutions, sporadic debate, time for
additional research, etc.

Speaker’s List
When the speaker’s list is closed, move straight into the
voting procedure.

Vote on motions as they arise.
Author’s Panel

Group of sponsors present resolution
Voting procedure

Resolutions are presented, then voted upon.
No one may enter or exit the room once voting procedure
has begun 

This Committee will abide by Robert’s Rules of Order, below is a
brief summation of the basic procedures needed to be successful
in this committee. Points and motions not listed in this
document are chair’s discretion on acceptance. The goal of this
committee is to create one resolution as a group by the end of
the conference, based on attendance more may be accepted.
Page minimums and maximums will be established throughout
the committee as well as sponsor caps. 

Order/Agenda of a Model U.N. Conference
1.

a.

2.
a.

i.
b.

i.

c.
i.

d.
e.

i.
3.

a.
b.
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Rules of Procedure
QUORUM
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF A MODERATED CAUCUS
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.” 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AN UNMODERATED CAUCUS
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an
unmoderated caucus, delegates
may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This
motion requires a simple majority
to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis
committee should not exceed fifteen
minutes.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE MEETING
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to
be observed. (ie. Lunch!) This motion requires a simple majority
vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

POINTS OF ORDER
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to
be used sparingly.

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session.
It signifies the closing of the
committee until next year’s conference.
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POINTS OF INQUIRY
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a
question to the Committee Director. Any question directed to
another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A
delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal
speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must
conform to the following format: 

Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director.
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

POINTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or
clarification and conduct all other business of the body except
Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure.
Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of
Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal Privilege if the
Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent
in the exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed
dilatory in nature.

RIGHTS OF REPLY
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or
observer may be granted a Right of Reply to answer serious
insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights
of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL.
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced
Directive that all Sponsors
agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the
Friendly Amendment and confirm
each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a
formally introduced Directive that are not agreed to by all of the
Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must be the number
equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The
Committee Director has the authority to discern between
substantive and non-substantive Unfriendly amendment
proposals.
Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

PLAGIARISM
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to
plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the ideas of others
without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or
documents will have their credentials revoked for the duration of
the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.
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MOTION TO ENTER VOTING PROCEDURE
Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting
Procedure, no occupants of the committee room may exit the
Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all
doors.
• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be
tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the
order which they were introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly
Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and
voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is
put to a vote.
• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting”
are unable to abstain during voting procedure. Abstentions will
not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes
votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive
passes.
• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly
Amendments to Directives if these documents pass with a simple
majority. Specialized committees should refer to their
background-guides or Committee Directors for information
concerning specific voting procedures.

ROLL CALL VOTING
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any
delegate to the committee motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll
Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All dele-
gates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,”
reserves his/her vote until the Committee Director has exhausted
the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

ACCEPTING BY ACCLAMATION
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for
points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to
Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a
Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to
accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a
single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not
considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will
move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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  This committee is a specialized body, and as such will have
special mechanics to assist delegates in solving (or creating) the
issues in committee. For In-room debate, we’ll follow traditional
committee structure, including moderated and unmoderated
caucuses. Instead of a final resolution, we will be writing Directives
to respond to issues. Delegates will be presented with Crisis
updates throughout each session responding to their directives. 
  As this committee is about a court whose main traits are centered
around the search for personal power, delegates will be using crisis
notes and arcs to achieve personal goals. Delegates will be allotted
15 minutes at the beginning of each session to read the response
to their previous crisis note, and an additional 15 minutes to write a
crisis note responding to it. These notes should be to a non-
present individual (fictional or real) to achieve their goals, and
include the specifics of how and why they should be given what
they are requesting. Delegates should use this to expand their
personal powers and their family’s influence; King Henry VIII and
Queen Anna of Cleves are not to be written to as they will be
represented to committee as the dais. 

Committee Mechanics
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 The Wars of the Roses
  Fifteenth century England saw many challenges and conflicts.
Prior to the ascension of the Tudor Dynasty, England was shifting
power between the Lancastrian and Yorkist houses; this series of
conflicts was called the War of the Roses. The Wars of the Roses
were a series of conflicts in England throughout the 15th century
over the English throne. The conflict was rooted in issues of clarity
with the line of succession; both houses claimed that they had
rights to the throne through different descendants of King Edward
III. The conflict was called the ‘War of the Roses’ because of how
members of each side identified each other- the Yorks wore the
white rose of York and the Lancasters wore the red Lancaster rose.
This conflict went on for thirty years, during which England
experienced horrific violence, political manipulation, and
uncertainty. Ultimately, the conflict was resolved with a political
marriage between Henry VII and Elizabeth of York; uniting the two
houses and unifying the nation under one leader. 
 The Tudor Dynasty
 The Tudor dynasty began with King Henry VII in 1485. Henry VII
ascended the throne after defeating Richard III in the Battle of
Bosworth Field, and marrying Elizabeth of York. Henry VII and
Elizabeth of York had several children, and while several died
young their surviving children became the monarchs of major
European nations. Henry VII and Elizabeth of York had a strong
relationship, building their family into 
 Arthur, Prince of Wales was the eldest son of the two, born in 1486
and died at the age of fifteen in 1502. His birth and installment as
Prince of Wales solidified the peace brought by his parents'
marriage, and brought hope of a new legacy to the people of
England. Arthur married Katharine of Aragon in an effort to align
England with the powerful Catholic nation of Spain, but this
alliance was tenuous after his death until Katherine’s eventual
marriage to Arthur’s brother Henry VIII. 
 Margaret Tudor, Queen Consort of Scotland was Henry VII and
Elizabeth of York’s second child, born in 1489. At 14, Margaret
married James IV of Scotland as fulfillment of the Treaty of
Perpetual Peace between England and Scotland. Signed by her
father and her future husband in 1502, this treaty served to end the
on-and-off conflict between the English and the Scottish (this only
worked in the short term). Upon the death of James IV, Margaret
became her son James V’s regent. Throughout her life in Scotland,
Margaret sought to bring the two nations together. 
 Born in 1496, Mary Tudor, Queen of France was the youngest
daughter of the two. Throughout her childhood, she had a strong
relationship with her elder brother Henry VIII. Mary was initially
betrothed to Charles of Spain, but the betrothal was called off in 

Background Guide
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1513. Mary Tudor married King Louis XII of France in 1514. Upon her
arrival in France, Mary was accompanied by several English maids
of honor, one of whom was Anne Boleyn. Mary’s husband Louis XII
died in 1515, ending her brief tenure as Queen of France. Before
returning to England, Mary married Charles Brandon- without the
consent of her brother King Henry VIII. They went on to have four
children, two daughters and two sons. 
Henry VIII, King of England
 Henry VIII is the third child of Elizabeth of York and Henry VII, and
second son. Born in 1491, Henry was second in line to the throne for
most of his life until the tragic passing of his brother in 1502. Henry
VIII was then installed Prince of Wales, at the young age of ten.
After the death of his father in 1509, Henry quickly married his
brother’s widow, Katharine of Aragon. They received papal
dispensation to be married, which was based on Katherine’s claim
that her marriage to Arthur was never consummated. Throughout
their twenty-four years of marriage, they had only one surviving
child: Mary I. Throughout their marriage, Henry had several affairs,
one producing a son. Henry’s affair with Bessie Blount did give him
a son, but not the heir he needed; young Henry Fitzroy could never
take the throne. 
 Henry needed a legitimate heir to the throne, and to do so needed
to no longer be married to Katherine. He set his sights on Anne
Boleyn, one of her ladies in waiting (whose sister he had previously
been involved with). Henry sought an annulment based on the
premise that Katherine’s marriage to his brother Arthur had been
consummated, therefore making his marriage to her unlawful, but
Katherine refused to yield. This forced Henry to take drastic
measures to end his marriage, and since his main blockade was
the Catholic Church, he separated from them and created the
Church of England, with himself as the head. Henry was then able
to grant himself a divorce, marrying the lady Anne Boleyn, then
Marchioness Pembroke. Once married to Anne, Henry sent
Katherine away from court, shuffling her around several palaces
until her death in 1536. Shortly after their marriage and coronation,
Anne gave birth to their daughter, Elizabeth I. Anne quickly fell out
of favor with Henry due to their lack of a male heir. As this conflict
made Anne’s behavior increasingly volatile, Thomas Cromwell took
advantage of Henry VIII’s growing disdain for her behavior.
Cromwell used this imbalance to orchestrate the charges brought
against Anne, leading to her execution in 1536 and Henry’s
engagement to Jane Seymour. 
 Jane Seymour was one of Anne Boleyn’s ladies, after having been
one of Katherine of Aragon’s ladies as well. Jane Seymour
entertained a courtship with Henry VIII during the end of his
marriage to Anne Boleyn, and they married eleven days after her
execution. During her reign as queen consort, Jane attempted to
heal the relationship between Henry VIII and his daughter Mary I.
Jane and Henry were married for just over a year, as Jane died after 
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giving birth to their son, Edward VI. After her death, Henry VIII
regarded Jane as his ‘great love’ ( mostly speculated to be because
of their son). Henry VIII’s next marriage was for political reasons,
and largely orchestrated to solidify Protestant alliances. 
 Henry next married Anna of Cleves in January of 1540 to solidify
his alliance with her brother, the leader of the West German
Protestants. However, this marriage was to be short lived. Henry
VIII sought a divorce from Anna of Cleves allegedly on the basis
that her portrait did not match her true face. They were married
for six months, divorcing on July 12th, 1540. After their divorce,
Henry referred to Anna as his ‘beloved sister’, and she enjoyed
quite a bit of freedom within England. Anna of Cleves also had a
strong connection to her former stepchildren, serving as a
consistent figure in their lives until her death in 1557. 
 Henry shortly after married the Duke of Norfolk’s niece, Catherine
Howard. Catherine Howard married Henry VIII in July of 1540, after
serving as a lady in waiting to his previous wife Anna of Cleves.
Catherine Howard was young, specul;ated to be between 16 and 18
when she married the King. Their marriage was short lived as well,
as in 1542 on allegations of adultery, Catherine Howard was
escorted to the tower of London and executed. This saga prompted
the passage of the Royal Assent by Commission Act, making the
punishment for not disclosing previous adultery for a queen
consort death (which also sealed Catherine Howard’s fate). 
 After the execution of Catherine Howard, Henry VIII did not
remarry until 1543, when he married Katherine Parr; whom he met
through the court of his daughter Mary I. Katherine Parr had been
previously married twice, but the match was made nonetheless.
Throughout her term as queen consort, Parr pushed for religious
reform, trying to move the Church of England from the Catholic
idiosyncrasy it had adopted. With this, Katherine also helped
remedy Henry VIII’s relationships with his children, bringing Mary I
and Elizabeth I back into the line of succession (the act that
achieved this also included Mary Tudor’s descendants in the line of
succession, paving the way for Edward VI’s changes to the line of
Succession). 
Henry VIII’s Reign
 Henry VIII ascended to the throne of England in 1509, following
the death of his father Henry VII. Shortly after, he declared that he
would in fact marry his brother’s widow, Katherine of Aragon. Early
in his reign, Henry VIII set the pattern that the remainder of his
reign would soon follow. Shortly after Henry and Katherine’s
wedding, he removed two of his publicly unpopular ministers via
politically motivated execution (a pattern that would continue
throughout his reign with those who fell out of favor with the
king). Henry VIII was categorized as a very dramatic leader, prone
to violence and high temper. Most often, this temper was taken
out on those who disagreed with him, and caused much disruption
within the court. 
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Outside of his strong personality, Henry VIII’s reign was marked by
periods of mass change and aggression. One of Henry’s core goals
within his reign was expanding England’s borders, and reunifying
territories he believed were stolen from his nation. Henry sought to
expand England’s reach throughout Europe, renewing bonds with
Scotland, France, Spain, and the new Lutheran states in what is
now Germany. His line of succession shifted as he remarried, but
once his heir Edward VI was born, his line of succession solidified.
Edward VI, followed by his daughters Mary I and Elizabeth I (who
faded in and out of the line based on Henry’s temper towards her
late mother), and after his biological children his younger sister
Mary’s children would follow. The line of succession was so
important to Henry VIII because of his drive to preserve the Tudor
dynasty; Henry VIII felt an obligation to maintain the legacy of his
father, who had founded the Tudor Dynasty. 
Henry VIII’s Reign Outside the Persona
 With the death of king Henry the VIII there was a need to crown
the next ruler of England. The line of succession for the crown was
defined in the Third Succession act. This act outlined the future
successors to the throne after Edward, the son of the marriage
between Henry VIII and Jane Seymour. This act reinstated both
Mary, the daughter of the marriage between Katherine of Aragon
and Henry, and Elizabeth, the daughter of the marriage between
Anne Boleyn, as potential future heirs to the throne. Although both
Mary and Elizabth were reinstated into the line of succession their
place was far down the line, following Edward, his potential
children, and any future children that Henry might have had.
Despite the fact that Mary and Elizabth were so far down the line
of succession they both would be future Monarchs of England. 
 The British royal court during the Tudor reign was a very
important place to be. It showed the status of the family, as it had
the potential of having the favor of the monarch. The court had
many conflicts occurring within it. One of the big conflicts in the
court was between the Howards and Seymours. The conflict
originated after the beginning of a marriage alliance between
Mary Howard and sir Thomas Seymour. The marriage between the
houses would have been beneficial to the social standings of both
houses. Although this marriage would have greatly benefitted both
houses the marriage fell through due to Mary not wishing to marry
him, as a widow she had enough power to leave court and avoid
the marriage. Another big issue within the court was because of
the remaining followers and supporters of Katherine of Aragon
within the court. Katherine was able to gain supporters within the
court during the trials with the church over the annulment of the
marriage. During Katherine's speeches she appealed to the court
as being unreasonable and unlawfully put into the position of
being divorced. Members of the court saw Katherine’s side as
being true over Henry’s. Slough it didn't matter much in the long
run as Henry VIII started the church of England and sent Katherine
away. 10



 The Privy council is a group of people who are the advisors to the
king during his rule. The privy council was first coined in the tudor
dynasty, before the tudor dynasty the kings had regular councils to
guide them. The privy council was an executive arm of the English
Government with very limited membership. The privy council was
licensed to advise on matters of war and peace, occasionally
circumvent Parliament and courts, and war was the ultimate
means of dispensing the king's justice. King Henry VIII’s privy
council contained both high ranking men within the court as well
as men from the religious sector. These men were Thomas Audley,
Sir John Baker, Sir Anthony Browne, William Fitzwilliam, Sir John
Gage, Sir William Petre, Sir Richard Rich, Sir John Russell, Sir Ralph
Sadler, Sir Anthony WingField, Sir Thomas Wriothesley, Thomas
Cranmer, Stephen Gardiner, Thomas Howard, Robert Radcliffe,
Cuthbert Tunstall, Edward Seymour, William Lord Sandys, Charles
Brandon.  
 Thomas Cromwell was the earl of Essex as well as the principal
advisor to King Henry VIII. Thomas entered the British parliament
in 1529 where he quickly gained notice of king Henry VIII. He
became the principal advisor to Henry the VIII, and can be seen as
one of the biggest players in the establishment of the Reformation
in England and the dissolution of monasteries. Throughout Henry’s
reign Thomas gained more and more authority in the court and
eventually came into the complete control of the government,
saying he was acting on Henry's authority. Cromwell’s power and
authority was quickly diminished after convincing Henbry to marry
Anne of Cleves. After this Cromwell was arrested for heresy and
treason, condemned without a trial, as many thought he would be
able to talk his way out of his charges, and executed. 
Foreign Alliances, Conflicts, & Positions
 At this point in history, political alliances with other countries
were fraught. Many of these alliances relied on familial
connections, betrothals, and religious ties. Ultimately, each of
these things represented something England lacked with foreign
nations. Henry VIII lost the close connection with Spain after his
complicated separation from Katherine of Aragon, lacked concrete
alliances with the Lutheran States in what is now Germany, and
struggled with maintaining the delicate alliance with France
following the Hundred Years’ War. These alliances often shifted
back and forth, accounting for territorial gains and losses, and the
favor of the Catholic Church. 
 The Court’s relationship with France was one of tense partnership.
Following the conflicts of the Hundred Years’ War, England and
France had built a very delicate alliance. Between the two
countries, there was a surface level of amicable partnership but an
understanding of mutual distrust. This mutual distrust is built off
the conflicts lingering from the Hundred Years’ War, which saw
sustained territorial conflict between the French and English. The
English maintained territory in Calais, which would eventually be 
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returned to France in 1558. Francis I and France as a whole was a
major priority during Henry VIII’s reign, and would be further
solidified through his daughter Elizabeth I’s reign. Ultimately, this
relationship was not one that Henry VIII could always count on, but
would ultimately become stronger through the Tudor dynasty. 
 In a similar track, England’s relationship with Spain during the
reign of Henry VIII is also incredibly volatile. Charles V of Spain put
his relationship with the Catholic Church as a high priority, and
after Henry VIII’s ‘Great Matter’ the Spanish-English relationship
changed. As Henry VIII had divorced his aunt Katherine of Aragon
& separated from the Catholic Church, Charles V did not pursue
direct military conflict with England, but did use diplomatic and
economic resources to defend the interests of Katharine of Aragon
and Mary I. Ultimately, this relationship was strengthened (and
ultimately decimated) by family ties, leaving England in a very
vulnerable position. However, this conflict served England well, and
the rivalry between Charles V of Spain and Francis I lent support to
English-French relations. 
 The modern understanding of Germany did not yet exist, but the
Lutheran States did. These were principalities, dukedoms, and
small kingdoms ruled individually. These states did not present a
unified alliance, but were the only powers in Europe at the time
that did not directly affiliate with the Catholic Church. As such,
these became a new frontier of alliances to be formed by England
after Henry VIII’s ‘Great Matter’ and the creation of the Church of
England. These ties served to build support for the Church of
England and protect England against possible attacks from
Catholic-allied forces, but were very disorganized and constantly
changing due to the lack of unified government. 
Domestic policy 
 The development of the Church of England was a pivotal moment
in Henry VIII’s reign, and signaled a major shift in English domestic
policy. The Protestant Reformation occurred as a response to the
control of the Roman Catholic Church. The Catholic Church had
been an almost unchallengeable power. With the advent of the
printing press, people were gaining access to information, which
led to the broader spread of diverse ideology and made things like
the Bible and other religious texts more accessible. The Protestanr
Reformation started in what is now recognized as Germany, and
reformist ideas quickly began to disseminate throughout Europe.
There was widespread corruption within the Catholic Church,
which led to a decline in support for the institution of the Church.
Henry VIII ended English connections with the Catholic Church
during the ‘Great Matter’ of his divorce from Katherine of Aragon.
With the Act of Supremacy in 1534, England was released from the
Pope’s authority, and established Henry VIII as the Supreme Leader
of the Church of England. The newly formed Church of England
largely maintained Catholic ideology, and enshrined the official
doctrine of the Church of England in the Ten Articles. The Church 
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of England gave Henry VIII power over one of the largest social
tools in England- the church. It enabled him to direct his people
via religious means, although the transition was not a smooth one.
Catholicism had been widely practiced in England up to this point,
and it caused some social upheaval in the overnight change and
dismissal of Rome. 
 One such example of this Catholic dissent is clear in the
Pilgrimage of Grace- a Yorkist uprising largely rooted in the break
with the Catholic Church. The popular revolt began in October of
1536, two years after the separation with the Catholic Church had
been formalized. The revolt sprang out of the suppression of the
Lincolnshire revolt from earlier in the year. The Pilgrimage of Grace
was concentrated in northern England, and while mainly focused
on the separation from the Catholic Church was also in response to
the dissolution of monasteries, and Thomas Cromwell’s influence
over the king. Ultimately, this uprising was suppressed but posed a
serious threat to the English crown- several high ranking members
of the peerage met with leaders of the revolt to negotiate a peace. 
 In relation to the reformation and vulnerability it brought to
England, the separation from the atholic Church also brought
Wales into England. Through the 1536 Act of Union, Wales was
divided into eight counties, and incorporated into the country. The
acquisition of Wales did not occur during Henry VIII’s reign, but its
accession did. Ultimately, this was done to bolster English forces
and resources in the event of an attack on the country by Catholic
enemies. This did not come to be, but this was a power play by
Henry VIII and Thomas Cromwell to protect England in the event of
an attack. In the years following this accession, there was no
concerted effort to force Welsh people out of Wales and forcibly
assimilate them, but that would fade 200 years after the accession. 
Life at Court 
 The Royal Court was structured in a traditional way for the period,
serving as both entertainment for the King and a place of business.
Courtiers and members of the peerage were invited to court by the
King or Queen and each played a role in its function. Ultimately
both men and women could participate in life at court, but had to
meet two qualifications. First, they had to be a member of the
peerage- that is someone who held a title of nobility or whose
family held that title. The second is that they were invited to court.
This was usually extended as a courtesy to members of the
peerage and their families. Titles included in the peerage (in order
of highest to lowest ranked) are: Duke/Duchess,
Marquess/Marchioness, Earl/Countess , Viscount/Viscountess, and
Baron/Baroness. Once at court there were rules to follow. Many
members of court never even saw the King or Queen, let alone
interacted with them and influence decisions. 
 Women were exclusively involved in the social and entertainment
aspects of courtly life, often serving as ladies-in waiting to a Queen
or other member of the royal household. These women were 

13



14

companions, providing friendship and doing tasks for whomever
they served. These ladies held pivotal positions at court, and
ensured that life at court remained engaging. Many women at
court traveled to find husbands or with their husbands, especially
if they held positions of power and influence. 
 Men at court often directly served the King, providing counsel or
companionship. The men who attended Henry VIII held significant
political and social power, providing the King with perspective and
information regarding the nation. These courtiers could sway
major political decisions, but the majority of the power was held by
the Privy Council. Ultimately, these men were deeply politically
involved, and their role at court was more business than pleasure. 
 An important aspect about life at court is the power plays
between families of power. Influential fathers sent their daughters
to court to find wealthy and titled husbands. Ideally these
marriages would strengthen ties between powerful families, and
thus increase their social standing. Court was a place to build your
family’s influence, wealth, and power, through any means
necessary. The ultimate goal of any courtier with ambition and
drive is to get close to the King and see their family rise in power
and influence.
The Current Situation
 The committee will begin on June 1st, in the year 1540. Henry VIII
is married to Anna of Cleves. The heir to the throne (Edward VI) is
still weak, and both of Henry VIII’s daughters have been removed
from the line of succession and declared illegitimate, as written in
the Second Succession Act of 1536. There is still lingering social
upheaval in the aftermath of the establishment of the Church of
England and removal of the Catholic Church, as well as with
ongoing domestic economic growth. Having recently brought
Wales under the English crown, further expansion throughout the
British Isles may be on the horizon. England’s domestic economy is
doing well, and there is a rise in urban growth, especially in
London. Currently, tensions with France are high- largely driven by
King Henry VIII’s ultimate goal of invading & acquiring France’s
territory. This tension with France has brought Spain and England
closer together, and may see growth in this alliance. There is no
active ongoing 



What policies or actions can England take to solidify its
territorial control against international threats? 
How should England engage with the Catholic Church? And
how should they engage with Catholic citizens? 
What can be done to solidify the line of succession and mitigate
alternate claims to the throne of England?
How should England engage with France? With Spain? With
West German Protestant States?
How should the Church of England address the monasteries
and convents?  How should it address remnants of the Catholic
Church in England financially? 

Questions to Consider
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Sir Thomas Audley, Lord Chancellor 

Thomas Howard, 3rd Duke of Norfolk

Charles Brandon, 1st Duke of Suffolk

Henry Grey, 3rd Marquess of Dorset

William Parr, 1st Marquess of Northampton

William FitzAlan, 18th Earl of Arundel

John de Vere, 16th Earl of Oxford

Ralph Neville, 4th Earl of Westmorland

Francis Talbot, 5th Earl of Shrewsbury

Henry Grey, 4th Earl of Kent

Edward Stanley, 3rd Earl of Derby 

Henry Somerset, 2nd Earl of Worcester

Henry Clifford, 1st Earl of Cumberland

Thomas Manners, 1st Earl of Rutland

George Hastings, 1st Earl of Huntingdon

Robert Radcliffe, 1st Earl of Sussex

John Bourchier, 2nd Earl of Bath

Edward Seymour, 1st Earl of Hertford

William FitzWilliam, 1st Earl of Southampton

Catherine Willoughby, 12th Baroness Willoughby de Eresby

Anne Bourchier, 7th Baroness of Bourchier

Elizabeth Willoughby, 3rd Baroness Willoughby de Boke

Eustace Chapuys, Spanish Ambassador

Charles de Marillac, French Ambassador

Positions: 
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https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1547/the-six-wives-of-henry-
viii/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Church-of-England
https://tudorsdynasty.com/howards-seymours/
https://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace/history-and-
stories/life-at-the-tudor-court/#gs.kmaw8k
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom/The-break-
with-Rome
https://davedoeshistory.wordpress.com/2020/01/16/war-world-war-
14-henry-viiis-french-wars-1512-1546/
https://link.library.eui.eu/portal/Henry-VIII-and-Francis-I--the-final-
conflict/goH6k4fsIi0/
https://www.gale.com/intl/essays/simon-adams-tudor-englands-
relations-spain-holy-roman-empire-low-countries
https://www.gale.com/intl/essays/simon-adams-tudor-englands-
relations-france
https://web.cn.edu/KWHEELER/Hundred_Years.html#:~:text=The%2
0Hundred%20Years'%20War%20was,forces%20dominate%20France
%20for%20decades.
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