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Director Letter

 Hello and welcome delegates! My name is Xiaoyun Yao, and I am your Director for the 
Scottish Parliament 2025 at GatorMUN 2022. I am majoring in political science here at the Uni-
versity of Florida. Model UN has always been a large part of my life, throughout high school and 
into college. I am incredibly excited to be directing this committee at GatorMUN this year! 
As I am sure you are all aware, this is going to be a Specialized Committee. In other words, the 
procedures of this committee are going to be integrating aspects from both General Assembly 
and Crisis committees. While delegates will not be sending crisis notes, as they would in a Crisis 
Committee, things are still likely to progress faster than they would in a General Assembly. In 
terms of pre-committee preparation, each delegate will be expected to complete a position paper 
prior to the beginning of the first session. 
 In understanding the topics reflected in the background guide, as well as preparing for this 
committee, I hope you will approach this committee with curiosity and out-of-the-box ideas and 
research on the topics of interest in Part 2 of this background guide. Again, I am extremely excited 
to be working with you all and to see how you address the problems brought forth to the Scottish 
Parliament. As always, good luck! 
 
 -Xiaoyun Yao 
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Rules of Procedure

Quorum
 A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quo-
rum for that session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are physically present. 
Quorum will be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may 
request to be noted as “Present” or “Present and Voting.”
 Company any motion for a Moderated Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time, a dele-
gate may also specify a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking 
Time. These designated questions or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time 
(in the case of a question) limits, but these are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to
Set Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires a simple majority. Any delegate may make this
motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the Speaking Time.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a 
Moderated Caucus
 This motion must include three specifications
   a. Length of the Caucus
   b. Speaking Time, and
   c. Reason for the Caucus
 During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Direc-
tor. Delegates will raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree
of decorum throughout a Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple
majority to pass.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an
Unmoderated Caucus
 This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, 
delegates may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple 
majority to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis committee should not exceed 
fifteen minutes.

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
 This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed. (ie. Lunch!) 
This motion requires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
 This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of 
the committee until next year’s conference.
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Points of Order
 Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
   a. To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
   b. To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
   c. To question a quorum.
 A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.

Points of Inquiry
 When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Commit-
tee Director. Any question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a
question after a formal speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must conform
to the following format:
  Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee    
 Director.
   Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
   Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
   Committee Director: “State your Point.”
   Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a 
   substantive speech) yield to a question?”
   Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
   Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
   Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)
   Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

 If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from 
Country A, then he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
 Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct 
all other business of the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of 
Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of
Personal Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the
exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
 At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a
Right of Reply to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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Directives
 Directives act as a replacement for Draft Resolutions when in Crisis committees, and are 
the actions that the body decides to take as a whole. Directives are not required to contain opera-
tive or preambulatory clauses. A directive should contain:
   a. The name(s) of the author(s),
   b. A title, and
   c. A number of signatories/sponsors signatures’ necessary to introduce, deter
 mined by the 5
 Director
  A simple majority vote is required to introduce a directive, and multiple directives 
may be introduced at once. Press releases produced on behalf of the body must also be 
voted on as Directives.

Friendly Amendments
 Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Spon-
sors agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and 
confirm each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

Unfriendly Amendments
 Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive 
that are not agreed to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly 
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum con-
firmed signatories. The Committee Director has the authority to discern between substantive 
and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.

Plagiarism
 GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found 
to have used the ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or docu-
ments will have their credentials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is 
a very serious offense.

Crisis Notes
 A crisis note is an action taken by an individual in a Crisis committee. Crisis notes do not 
need to be introduced or voted on, and should be given to the Crisis Staff by sending the notes to 
a designated pickup point in each room. A crisis note should both be addressed to crisis and have
the delegate’s position on both the inside and outside of the note.
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Motion to Enter Voting Procedure
 Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of 
the committee room may exit the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee 
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all doors.
 • No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting 
 procedures.
 • Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were 
 introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Directive will be read to the 
 body and voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is put to a vote.
 • Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain 
 during voting procedure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For 
 example, 5 yes votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.
 • The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these 
 documents pass with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to 
 their background guides or Committee Directors for information concerning specific 
 voting procedures.

Roll Call Voting
 A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee 
motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All del-
egates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her vote until the 
Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing”. Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Accepting by Acclamation
 This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a 
Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes 
a Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by acclama-
tion. The motion passes unless a single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not consid-
ered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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Information on Scotland

 Scotland, currently not an independent nation but a country within the United Kingdom, 
will be the main focus of this background. With 80,240 square kilometers and 5.45 million people, 
it is larger than many independent European countries, such as Belgium, Netherlands and Swit-
zerland. It has an annual GDP of 167 billion GBP, ranking it 18th among all European countries 
on its own.1 Currently it has a regional government that has limited autonomy over many issues, 
such as taxes or foreign affair, and a limited say in the UK parliament. Such power however, re-
mains unstable as unlike the situation in the United States, the power of the Scottish government 
is granted by the central UK government, and may be removed at any time. The call for indepen-
dence has been high ever since Scotland was incorporated into the United Kingdom, and below a 
brief timeline is provided on the independence issue. 

History of Scotland before the United Kingdom 

 In the year 843, Scotland was first established as a united, singular, independent society. 
Throughout its first initial era of independence, many wars took place with England, including 
a series of wars known as the Scottish Wars of Independence. Following the death of England’s 
Queen Elizabeth I, Scotland, Ireland, and England are all ruled under King James VI beginning in 
1603, though Scotland maintained legal independence from the United Kingdom until the Acts of 
Union in 1707. Before being united under the same leader as England, though, Scotland took
part in European colonial expansion, most notably in Nova Scotia (Canada), although a minor 
attempt was made in Central America as well. 

History of Scotland in the United Kingdom 

 In 1707, under the Acts of Union, Scotland is absorbed into the United Kingdom and 
loses all political independence. As the 1700’s continued on, the Enlightenment and Industrial 
Revolution made their way to Scotland. Beginning in about 1746, the British government passed 
the Dress Act, which oversaw a mass destruction of Scottish Culture, amounting to what some 
consider to be a cultural genocide, as Scottish ‘Dress’ as well as the Gaelic language (two forms of 
Gaelic exists, Irish Gaelic native to Ireland, and Scottish Gaelic native to the Highlands region of 
Scotland) are banned. To this day, Irish Gaelic is considered ‘definitely endangered’ by the United 
Nations, as well as Scottish Gaelic. In the early 1700’s additionally, there were a series of events in 
Scotland known as the Jacobite Uprisings, which supported the restoration of the Stuart dynasty 
to the British throne, as well as having large factions supporting Irish and Scottish independence. 
Since the uprisings largely failed, the British government acted in revenge against the Scottish 
people, expelling many from their homes and away from Europe, in an event known as the High-
land Clearances, which began in about 1750, uncannily around the same time the Dress Act was 
put in place. While the Dress Act was repealed in 1782, the Highland Clearances continued until 
roughly 1860, amid the Highland Potato famine, a similar but smaller-scale famine similar to that 
of Ireland. 
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History of the Scottish Independence Movement 

 Since the death of Queen Elizabeth I of England in 1603, and even more so since the Acts 
of Union in 1707, various peoples and movements have sought for greater autonomy of Scotland, 
and even for departure from the United Kingdom. Arguably the first large demonstration of such 
could be found in the Jacobite Uprisings in Scotland, in which a large faction of the movement’s 
members in Scotland, were anti-Union (opposed to Scotland and other ‘British’ ‘countries’ being 
united under one leader, and/or, under one singular sovereign nation). Many Irish Jacobites were 
also anti-Union as well. 
 The Modern Scottish Independence movement began in the 1950’s and 1960’s. The United 
Kingdom, a sovereign state largely dominated by the constituent country of England, is hit with a 
series of foreign policy blows not long after the current British Queen was coronated (Elizabeth II 
ascended to the throne in 1952), including the Suez Canal crisis, which jutted the United King-
dom into a rapid era of decolonization. The cultural history of Scotland, and the imperial purpose 
of the union, began to reignite in the people of Scotland. By 1978, a referendum for a devolved 
Scottish parliament within the United Kingdom had won a majority of votes, though the turnout 
was not high enough to meet the necessary threshold to enact this. That was not achieved until 
1998. 1999 began a new era of the modern Scottish Independence movement, which has been 
growing slowly but steadily since. 

Scottish Independence in the present day (2021) 

 Scottish Independence in 2021 is indicated by some to now have a majority of support.
Since the 1999 opening of the 1st Scottish Parliament since the Acts of Union in 1707, the Scottish 
National Party has tended to cling to a monarchist and social-democratic wing of the Scottish 
Independence. While the 2014 Independence referendum failed to pass by a margin of 10 percent, 
many say this tide is changing, since the departure of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union, as well as the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, in contrast to UK’s referendum result of 
leaving the EU, 62% of Scottish people voted to stay. Additionally, many pro-independence party 
members spoke out against the deportation of immigrants to the United Kingdom (who lived in 
Scotland). The Scottish National Party has repeatedly called for a new referendum for indepen-
dence, though the current Prime Minister Boris Johnson openly stated that “he sees “no reason” 
to ever permit a second independence referendum to take place”. In January 2021, the Scottish 
National Party proposed to have a referendum bill if a vote was won in favor of it, without the per-
mission of the UK government, and we have yet to see the effect of that to-date. 

Scotland 2025 

 For this committee, we will be assuming that Scotland went against the will of British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, had a referendum for Scottish Independence that took place on 
October 3rd, 2024. This referendum narrowly passes, with only 51% in support of Scotland leav-
ing the United Kingdom. While de jure, the British government doesn’t do anything to prevent 
Scotland’s independence, the Prime Minister issues a statement calling it “illegal,” and
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 Queen Elizabeth II remains publicly neutral, with no indications of any private leanings. 
There was no major international statement or objection, but Scotland is yet to be granted a seat 
in the UN or the EU. Additionally, Scottish National Party members have been barred from en-
tering the House of Commons, to which Irish Nationalist Sinn Fein party members of the British 
Parliament have responded in solidarity by not entering the British Parliament either. 

Sub-Topics

 Below are subtopics within Scottish Independence. There will be a brief introduction in 
each of the cases below, and the topic will be free to be expanded further in any direction in the 
conference. The information here are just for you to have a brief understanding, and delegates are 
encouraged to research further on these issues on their own. 

Human Rights 
 In the 21st century, Scottish Independence has aligned its movement with human rights. 
Under the leadership of the Scottish National Party, Scotland has become the first country to 
nationalize free menstrual products, as well as the only country ever to mandate education on 
LGBT+ history. Additionally, in terms of immigrants rights, the Scottish National Party speaks 
out against deportations often. Large immigrant groups include those from India, Poland, and 
Ireland. These immigrant groups should be considered, as well as the impact of their arrival on 
Scotland’s current citizens and the economy. Currently, the civil and political rights are protect-
ed by the Human Rights Act 1988 and provisions, which include many of the ‘standard’ human 
rights. This act protects the right to employment, housing, healthcare, as well as education for the
citizens of Scotland. Should this act be modified in any way to better protect the human rights 
of the Scottish citizens? Should the act change to protect more people, including any immigrants 
arriving, or in the process of becoming citizens? 

Foreign Relations(especially with the United Kingdom) 
 International diplomacy has always been an interesting issue with Scotland. As a constitu-
ent member of the UK, Scotland has been a part of various intergovernmental organizations such 
as the E.U., the U.N., and NATO. Because much of the history of Scotland has centered around its 
conflict with the central UK government, delegates should be prepared to look at what a potential 
post-separation relationship with the U.K. will look like. Scotland is woven into several trade trea-
ties as a member of the UK, and though it has trade relations independent of the UK with some 
countries like China, Canada, and the United States. Delegates should also consider the current 
UK and commonwealth governance structures in place. In negotiating with the UK, important 
topics will include representation in the British House of Commons, and whether or not Scotland 
should join the Commonwealth of Nations (a group of nations who were former British colonies, 
including Australia and Canada). 



11

Monarchy 
 The concept of monarchy has long been inside the mind of citizens in the UK. Though 
the monarchy remains a symbolic figure most of the time while costing three hundred and fifty 
million pounds a year, currently 54 percent of Scots support keeping the monarchy. Yet the effect 
of such remains uncertain after the independence: would Scotland still accept the monarchy as a
symbolic head of the states, like many other commonwealth countries currently, or would they 
prefer a “complete independence” ? While being pro-monarchy is the de facto position of the 
dominant 
 Scottish National Party, many SNP members are in favor of Scottish Republicanism, much 
akin to Irish Republicanism. Additionally, the Scottish Socialist Party and the Scottish Greens, the 
only two other pro-independence parties in Scotland, are explicitly anti-monarchy and pro-re-
public. 
 Taking the question further, should Scotland seek to tie itself to any establishment Brit-
ish organizations? If able, it would likely bring stability to a newly-independent Scotland, but to 
many it renders the whole idea of independence, then, pointless. This is a major division between 
the parties in the Scottish parliament, and discussion could focus on the benefits and drawbacks 
of having a monarchy, as well as referring to other examples in the world now. 

European Union 
 A major disagreement between the UK and Scottish citizens is that, though a majority of 
Scottish citizens voted to stay inside the EU, the UK as a whole voted to leave. It is likely an inde-
pendent Scotland would seek to join the European Union, but some may also feel it crowds Scot-
land’s new independence. As delegates, it’s important to decide whether or not Scotland should 
rejoin the EU, and what follows? If Scotland joined the European Union, how would the border 
then work with England? Would Scotland then rejoin the British-Irish border arrangement? Or 
would they enter the Schengen Area? Additionally along with that is the currency? Since Scotland 
likely will not get permission to keep using the British pound, would it start its own currency? 
Would it adopt the Euro as its currency? Keep in mind while totally possible (see Montenegro), it 
is illegal to adopt the Euro without either permission from the European Union, or without being 
a member. Also, remember why the UK voted to leave the EU: refugee crisis, too much control 
by the European Central Bank, lack of “autonomy” as a state. How should Scotland work to solve 
these issues, if they choose to rejoin the EU? 

Military 
 Firstly, Scotland could save the trouble and decide not to create a military. Honestly, this 
likely wouldn’t be a terrible idea, as Scotland likely wouldn’t have any enemies, unless the anti-In-
dependence factions of the UK turn militant. Additionally, Scotland could seek to have support 
in an institution like NATO, though with a de jure conflict with the United Kingdom, accession 
to NATO membership may be difficult. Lastly, Scotland could create itself a small military, that 
doesn’t join any military unions, much like Ireland. 
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 Most Royal Army and Royal Navy units are integrated (though some units made entirely 
of Scotsmen exist). Delegates could ask Scottish soldiers serving in the Royal Army and Navy to 
return and become part of a new Scottish military, but what occurs in practice will come down 
to individual soldiers and negotiations with the UK. Scotland also houses much defensive in-
frastructure, including Scapa Flow, which was the main Royal Navy base during both WWI and 
WWII. It also houses an RAF Base, Lossiemouth in Moray. Any discussion on the formation of 
a military should include questions about whether these bases should belong to Scotland or the 
UK, and also questions of whether Scottish soldiers serving in the British military may choose to 
serve in a Scottish military. 

Environmental Policy
 Scotland prides itself amid an era of global warming and climate change, of consistently 
decreasing use of non-renewable energy in its electricity. Wind power is becoming increasingly 
common as a power generating source in Scotland. However, oil and fossil fuel plants remain 
under construction in Scotland. It’s worth mentioning that of the pro-Independence parties in 
the Scottish Parliament, besides the SNP, the Green Party is the other major pro-Independence 
party. Because of this, any talk of an independent Scotland should address how Scotland can itself 
create a more sustainable future. It is no shock that Glasgow was home to an international climate 
summit in 2021, and in order to live up to that sustainable image, delegates should consider if and 
how an independent Scotland should transition away from fossil fuels, if it should implement a 
carbon price/carbon tax, and to what extent should environmentalism and conservatism serve as 
a dimension in foreign policy. 
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Questions to Consider

 - Should the Human Rights Act 1988 be modified in any way to better protect the human  
  rights of the Scottish citizens? 
 -Should the Human Rights Act 1988 change to protect more people, including any 
  immigrants arriving, or in the process of becoming citizens?
 -Should Scotland seek to tie itself to any established British organizations?
 -Should Scotland rejoin the EU, and what follows? 
 -If Scotland joined the European Union, how would the border then work with England?
 -Should Scotland rejoin the British-Irish border arrangement? Or should they enter the  
  Schengen Area?
 -Should Scotland adopt the Euro as its currency?
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Positions and Categories 

Central Scotland
 MSP Airdrie and Shotts- SNP
 MSP East Kilbride- SNP
 MSP Falkirk West- SNP
 MSP Motherwell and Wishaw- SNP
 MSP Central Scotland 1- Labour
 MSP Central Scotland 4- Green
 MSP Central Scotland 7- Conservative

Glasgow
 MSP Glasgow Southside- SNP
 MSP Glasgow Anniesland- SNP
 MSP Glasgow Maryhill- SNP
 MSP Glasgow 1- Green
 MSP Glasgow 2- Labour
 MSP Glasgow 4- Labour
 MSP Glasgow 6- Conservative

Highlands and Islands
 MSP Orkney- Liberal Democrats
 MSP Shetland- Liberal Democrats
 MSP Skye, Lochaber, and Badenoch- SNP
 MSP Highlands and Islands 1- Green
 MSP Highlands and Islands 2- SNP
 MSP Highlands and Islands 4- Conservative
 MSP Highlands and Islands 7- Conservative

Lothian
 MSP Edinburgh Eastern- SNP
 MSP Edinburgh Pentlands- SNP
 MSP Edinburgh Southern- Labour
 MSP Almond Valley-SNP
 MSP Lothian 2- Green
 MSP Lothian 3- Labour
 MSP Lothian 6- Conservative
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Mid-Scotland and Fife
 MSP North East Fife- Liberal Democrat
 MSP Stirling- SNP
 MSP Kirkaldy- SNP
 MSP Perthshire North- SNP
 MSP Scotland and Fife 1- Green
 MSP Scotland and Fife 2- Labour
 MSP Scotland and Fife 7- Conservative

North East Scotland
 MSP Aberdeenshire West- Conservative
 MSP Aberdeenshire East- SNP
 MSP Angus South-SNP
 MSP Dundee City West- SNP
 MSP North East Scotland 1- Labour
 MSP North East Scotland 5- Conservative
 MSP North East Scotland 7- Green

South Scotland
 MSP Ayr- SNP
 MSP Clydesdale- SNP
 MSP Dumfriesshire- Conservative
 MSP Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire- Conservative
 MSP South Scotland 2- Conservative
 MSP South Scotland 4- SNP
 MSP South Scotland 5-  Labour

West Scotland
 MSP Paisley- SNP
 MSP Cunninghame North- SNP
 MSP Clydebank and Milgavie- SNP
 MSP Dumbarton- Labour
 MSP West Scotland 2- Labour
 MSP West Scotland 5- Conservative
 MSP West Scotland 6- Conservative

Balance of Power
 Conservative MPs- 11
 Liberal Democrat MPs- 3
 Labour MPs- 7
 SNP MPs- 21
 Green MPs-  6
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