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Director Letter

Hello, micronation representatives! 
 
 Welcome to Davids & Goliaths: The Global Summit of Micronations! I’m absolutely 
thrilled that you all chose to participate in this relatively obscure committee along with me, and 
I’m ecstatic to be serving as your director for this weekend. I am currently a sophomore at Florida 
State University (go ‘Noles), studying theatre, public relations, and international affairs, though 
I can’t quite seem to choose a major. I fell in love with MUN my sophomore year of high school 
(GatorMUN was the first conference I went to!), and I have not looked back since. Though on 
a collegiate level I am a tried and true GA delegate, specialized committees will always have my 
heart as those were my forte all throughout high school. 
 When I’m not studying or doing MUN (which isn’t often), you’ll likely find me at one of 
Tallahassee’s many coffee houses, rewatching a stand-up comedy special for the millionth time, or 
trying to figure out if Taylor Swift’s newest tweet was an easter egg. I currently work as a barista 
and have an obsession with collecting old vinyls, so if you ever need a coffee or music suggestion, 
don’t hesitate to ask!
 I had the idea for this committee about a year ago, when my friends and I started spouting 
off obscure committee topics rapid-fire (including but not limited to the trial of OJ Simpson and 
an MLM board meeting), where all I could think about was a man who lived on a platform in the 
North Sea and claimed it to be a sovereign nation. Ever since then, the idea of these micronations 
and their functionality has not left my mind. Though it has been attempted in the past with no 
large scale effects, the idea of a meeting of these nation’s representatives in the attempts to have 
their homeland recognized by the United Nations leaves everyone with one question, both literal 
and conceptual in nature: What makes a country a country? I hope this weekend will serve as an 
aid to help you all come to a conclusive answer to both sides of that question, and I look forward 
to hearing your ideas debated and drafted into legislation soon!
 Best,
  Mackenzie Wadsworth
  Committee Director, Davids & Goliaths: The Global Summit of Micronations
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Rules of Procedure

Quorum
 A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quo-
rum for that session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are physically present. 
Quorum will be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may 
request to be noted as “Present” or “Present and Voting.”
 Company any motion for a Moderated Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time, a dele-
gate may also specify a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking 
Time. These designated questions or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time 
(in the case of a question) limits, but these are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to
Set Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires a simple majority. Any delegate may make this
motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the Speaking Time.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a 
Moderated Caucus
 This motion must include three specifications
   a. Length of the Caucus
   b. Speaking Time, and
   c. Reason for the Caucus
 During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Direc-
tor. Delegates will raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree
of decorum throughout a Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple
majority to pass.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an
Unmoderated Caucus
 This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, 
delegates may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple 
majority to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis committee should not exceed 
fifteen minutes.

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
 This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed. (ie. Lunch!) 
This motion requires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
 This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of 
the committee until next year’s conference.
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Points of Order
 Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
   a. To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
   b. To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
   c. To question a quorum.
 A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.

Points of Inquiry
 When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Commit-
tee Director. Any question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a
question after a formal speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must conform
to the following format:
  Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee    
 Director.
   Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
   Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
   Committee Director: “State your Point.”
   Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a 
   substantive speech) yield to a question?”
   Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
   Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
   Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)
   Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

 If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from 
Country A, then he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
 Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct 
all other business of the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of 
Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of
Personal Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the
exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
 At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a
Right of Reply to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.



6

Directives
 Directives act as a replacement for Draft Resolutions when in Crisis committees, and are 
the actions that the body decides to take as a whole. Directives are not required to contain opera-
tive or preambulatory clauses. A directive should contain:
   a. The name(s) of the author(s),
   b. A title, and
   c. A number of signatories/sponsors signatures’ necessary to introduce, deter
 mined by the 5
 Director
  A simple majority vote is required to introduce a directive, and multiple directives 
may be introduced at once. Press releases produced on behalf of the body must also be 
voted on as Directives.

Friendly Amendments
 Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Spon-
sors agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and 
confirm each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

Unfriendly Amendments
 Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive 
that are not agreed to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly 
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum con-
firmed signatories. The Committee Director has the authority to discern between substantive 
and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.

Plagiarism
 GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found 
to have used the ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or docu-
ments will have their credentials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is 
a very serious offense.

Crisis Notes
 A crisis note is an action taken by an individual in a Crisis committee. Crisis notes do not 
need to be introduced or voted on, and should be given to the Crisis Staff by sending the notes to 
a designated pickup point in each room. A crisis note should both be addressed to crisis and have
the delegate’s position on both the inside and outside of the note.
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Motion to Enter Voting Procedure
 Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of 
the committee room may exit the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee 
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all doors.
 • No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting 
 procedures.
 • Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were 
 introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Directive will be read to the 
 body and voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is put to a vote.
 • Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain 
 during voting procedure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For 
 example, 5 yes votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.
 • The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these 
 documents pass with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to 
 their background guides or Committee Directors for information concerning specific 
 voting procedures.

Roll Call Voting
 A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee 
motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All del-
egates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her vote until the 
Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing”. Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Accepting by Acclamation
 This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a 
Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes 
a Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by acclama-
tion. The motion passes unless a single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not consid-
ered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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Committee Premise 

 As this is a specialized committee, the nature of its functionality will likely be different 
than many committees you may have competed in in the past. In order to prevent any possible 
confusion as to how this spec will be run, it is incredibly important to note what elements of crisis 
and GA will be utilized and what will not. There will be no backroom element for delegates with-
in this committee, but the committee is subject to crisis updates from staff based on their in-room 
debate. While the committee will culminate with the writing and hopeful passing of a resolution, 
timed crises may be introduced throughout the weekend in which delegates will have to pause de-
bate and write a directive solving whatever issue was presented to them. There is no need to write 
a crisis arc or to worry about JPDs, as there will not be crisis notes. Delegates should prioritize 
diplomacy and writing resolutions rather than personal gain or resource building. 
 Furthermore, the concept of a micronation “summit” is very real and has occurred mul-
tiple times. These “summits’’ (MicroCon) are lighthearted conventions meant to serve as a place 
where members of micronations can simply make friends and discuss what inspired them to 
found their nation. These conventions have no political stake and should not be confused with the 
fictional summit that brings the committee body together. Many micronations that attend Micro-
Con have no intention of being recognized as a real body, but for the sake of debate and resolu-
tion writing please assume all positions present desire to be recognized by the United Nations as a 
real state.
 Though each final paper will be formatted as a resolution, it should be written within the 
context of an appeal to the United Nations with the intent to create a formal set of standards for 
statehood that expands upon what is widely accepted by the international community. Opera-
tive clauses should function not only as this new set of standards, but adaptations and plans for 
growth that micronations will make in order to possibly be recognized and gain a seat within the 
UN.



9

Introduction
 Micronations are most acutely characterised as political anomalies in which the residents 
of a geographical (or conceptual) area claim to be citizens of a sovereign landmass, though fail 
to be recognized by international organizations or world governments. The first modern micro-
nation was founded in 1865, when Matthew Dowdy Shiell, a sea trader, landed on the island of 
Redonda in the Leeward Isles and promptly claimed himself king of this new “sovereign land.” 
Shiell claimed to be a descendant of the Irish Kings of Tara, but as this claim was never substanti-
ated nor confirmed, this declaration of independence was overlooked by world governments and 
was soon legally annexed by the United Kingdom to control the use and trade of the phosphates 
within the island. Despite constant legal blockage in the fight to have Redonda recognized as its 
own sovereign body, their actions set a precedent for micronations to come. Disregarding the 
UK’s legal annexation, the micronation continued to function as the absolute monarchy & sov-
ereign state it established through the present day. Most, if not all, micronations founded after its 
originator have maintained this same functionality, upkeeping a micro-government with com-
plete disregard for the legal political structures already at hand. 
 Though the first micronation started as a result of a man simply asking Queen Victoria 
if he could declare himself king of an Island used for phosphate mining, micronation founding 
throughout history has had many iterations and catalysts. Now, micronations have had roots 
based in everything from social movements & ideologies (Nutopia) to a way to seek political asy-
lum from international disputes (Liberland). Micronations are present across the world. There are 
active claims on every continent (including Antarctica!), along with some declaring sovereignty 
over parts of space & “conceptual nations’’ - those who do not seek ownership over physical land, 
but classify their territory as either a state of mind or as possessing ownership over something 
physically impossible (Elgaland-Vargaland is a Swedish art movement micronation that declares 

 its land to be the borders of all na-
tions). Though many micronations 
have permanent residents, there are 
likely an equal amount that stake claim 
to a land with no inhabitants. Places 
like Antarctica have multiple micro-
nations “residing” within it (namely 
Westarctica), and while they claim up-
wards of thousands of citizens in some

cases, none of them stake permanent residence in the nation. The disparity between claims of citi-
zenship and the practicality of citizenship in many cases works against the legitimacy of legalizing 
the claims of micronations, but there are likely just as many claims in which there are not only 
permanent residents of the land, but also functioning legal systems.
 Why then, if these sovereign states have a functioning structure, are micronations seen as 
political jokes? All countries had to be created at some point, what makes these select countries 
any different? Many governments don’t even contest a micronation’s sovereignty because there is 
no way to claim that land otherwise (international waters, on borders, etc.). You could even make 
the argument that Singapore is just a successful microstate! A possible explanation as to why these 
political entities are viewed as eccentric or farcical is the way in which they are governed. The 
United States has a separation of powers - three branches running the federal government, 545 
elected and appointed officials between them maintaining nationwide balance. Many microna-
tions don’t have 545 residents, let alone that many government officials.
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A large population within the federal 
government has slowly but surely be-
come a benchmark for a state’s legitima-
cy, whether the general public has real-
ized it or not. Many legitimate countries 
with one figurehead as the undisputed 
leader (North Korea, for example) also 
have many high ranking officials and 
generals serving as leaders in the federal 
government, thus expanding the

government’s size to something comparable to large democracies, just with different functionality. 
It is very common for micronations, however, to simply have one leader with no other govern-
ment positions available. Many lean into this tongue-and-cheek supreme dictatorship. But, the 
lack of a substantial population and governing body are likely major hindrances for micronations 
to be recognized by the United Nations and beyond. 
 Many micronations have been able to establish small- to medium-scale economies sell-
ing specialized stamps and passports, as well as citizenship or cheap merchandise. While this has 
made micronations small sums of money that can be used to further their goals, they do not make 
nearly as much money doing this as recognized nation-states do through taxes or other means. 
What should drive a micronation’s economy? Tourism alone is not enough to financially support 
potential citizens, and micronations in their current state have very little means of production to 
manufacture exports for global use.
 Governments have, in the past, taken extreme actions against micronations. The Republic 
of Rose Island was constructed in the Adriatic Sea as a tourist attraction but quickly announced 
independence from Italy. The Italian navy dynamited the structure the following year. Minerva, 
a libertarian project that succeeded in building a small man-made island on the Minerva Reefs 
south of Fiji in 1972, was forcefully disbanded when invading troops from Tonga annexed it 
before destroying the island. These federal governments could have felt threatened by a physical 
manifestation of a freedom movement: a micronation. Micronations have been and can be so 
much more than a political or geographical joke. They spur revolutions for sovereignty, act as a 
form of protest against oppressive governments, or act as a public statement meant to draw inter-
national attention. 
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The Journey to Statehood

 There is not a standard set of rules that a territory must meet to qualify to be recognized as 
a sovereign state, but there are a few historical precedents that many see as guidelines for state-
hood. The Treaty of Westphalia, for example, first created the idea of a nation-state. This princi-
ple of international law presumes that each state has sovereignty over its territory and domestic 
affairs, to the exclusion of all external powers, on the principle of non-interference in another 
country’s domestic affairs, and that each state (no matter how large or small) is equal in interna-
tional law. This is a precedent that has been widely accepted by legitimate countries (and even-
tually the United Nations) since the treaty’s signing in 1648. The declarative theory on statehood 
(outlined in the Montevideo Convention) argues that in order to be recognized, a country should 
have 1) a defined territory; 2) a permanent population; 3) a government; and 4) a capacity to enter 
into relations with other states. However, almost no globally recognized country recognizes the 
Montevideo Convention as a legitimate way to determine statehood. Instead, the dominant belief 
system lies in the Constitutive Theory of Statehood, where a nation must be recognized by the 
global community in order to be legitimate. This contradicts a part of the Montevideo Conven-
tion, which states that a nation has the right to exist regardless of what other nations say. 
 While a majority of the world tends to lean towards the Constitutive Theory of Statehood, 
there still lacks a standardized set of rules or regulations that the United Nations and any coun-
tries that respect their governance are required to adhere to. This has led to large scale disputes 
in areas in which citizens wish to be formally represented and recognized, like in Palestine and 
Taiwan. Another important note to make is that the European Union and Switzerland both have 
agreed with many aspects outlined in the Montevideo Convention before, with the European 
Union. Stating in the 1991 Badinter Committee (which dealt with the breakup of Yugoslavia and 
international recognition of the Republics of Croatia, Slovenia, and Macedonia) that states receiv-
ing recognition from other states was “purely declaratory” and was not necessary for determining 
statehood. Switzerland concurred by offering up official government policy in 2005 stating that 
“recognition [by other states] itself isn’t enough to create a state” but that neither does “its absence 
abolish it [the state in question]”.
 With this being said, other points of view have been less generous to micronations. Some 
people have historically thought that autarky (economic self-sufficiency) might be necessary in 
order for states to effectively care for their citizens, and it is not a large stretch to think that micro-
nations might struggle to meet this ideal. In the same vein, one might consider that micronations 
might not be fully able to meet the 2005 U.N. provision of the Responsibility to Protect -- which 
was decided at a U.N. World Summit which stated that states have a responsibility to protect 
their citizens against human rights violations, such as genocide, war crimes, and ethnic cleansing. 
Micronations likely do not have the capabilities to protect their citizens from these threats to their 
fullest extent. So, the question remains: are the outlines of the Responsibility to Protect too con-
fining and demanding, or are micronations simply not capable of full sovereignty?
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A Note on Unconventional Micronations 

 Micronations do not have to have a set territory in order to be considered a micronation. 
For example, on April 2nd 1973, John Lennon and Yoko Ono introduced their conceptual mi-
cronation “Nutopia” at a press conference as a commentary on Lennon’s immigration problems, 
stating “We announce the birth of a conceptual country, Nutopia. Citizenship of the country can 
be obtained by declaration of your awareness of Nutopia. Nutopia has no land, no boundaries, no 
passports, only people. Nutopia has no laws other than cosmic. All people of Nutopia are am-
bassadors of the country. As two ambassadors of Nutopia, we ask for diplomatic immunity and 
recognition in the United Nations of our country and its people.” Through this micronation, he 
(unsuccessfully) sought diplomatic immunity from deportation as a citizen of Nutopia, which he 
promised would live up to the ideals of the song “Imagine.” 
 Furthermore, many established micronations stake claims to areas the United Nations 
have determined are unable to be claimed. Asgardia, created by Igor Ashurbeyli, is an established 
micronation meant to send satellites into space that collectively will form a large enough sover-
eign mass to overturn the UN Space Law framework. This framework is very clearly pointed to-
wards claims at land masses within the galaxy, such as moons or planets. By claiming sovereignty 
over satellites made on earth, it is a novel yet very real suggestion that these potential satellites are 
able to be classified as an individual nation. A working knowledge of this framework could po-
tentially change the way conceptual and extraterrestrial micronations are governed, if the United 
Nations is willing to adjust their framework slightly. Many of the more “conceptual” micronations 
will be faced with the uphill battle of proving the legitimacy of their state to the United Nations, 
but will be relieved of having to argue against a miniscule size state, as a conceptual micronation 
technically encompasses an endless amount of space. 

Issues at Hand

 There is only one thing that truly separates a micronation from a microstate: international 
recognition given by the United Nations. So, what’s stopping modern micronations from getting 
their recognition? Firstly, as it stands practically all of the P5 (China, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States) must agree that a micronation be classified as a microstate, since 
their seats on the UN Security Council and their power throughout the rest of the General As-
sembly virtually never expires. This is very unlikely since major political players have a tendency 
to vote negatively on a recognition of states that do not directly affect them in a heavily beneficial 
way. One vote yes, let alone the more practically needed five, is next to impossible. Is this for good 
reason, or is the United Nations stuck in yet another rut that gives the most powerful countries 
more power and the most impoverished countries more setbacks for international politicking? It 
is improbable that the United Nations is going to change their policies on their own, it takes long 
enough for a simple resolution to be enacted, imagine a realistic timeline for what would basically 
be a complete internal restructuring of internal cooperation. 
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 Another key roadblock for the addition of microstates to the international stage is the 
equitable distributions of resources given by the United Nations. It’s difficult to determine what 
protections, and more importantly how many resources, would equal typically agreed upon facets 
for larger recognized member states. Some could be quite simple solutions - whether or not to 
hold a seat in the General Assembly, for example. Others are more complex, like whether or not 
UNESCO funding should be given to preserve a possible cultural heritage site for a microstate 
with 30,000 citizens (and if so, how much funding should be given?). 
 Both of these problems, along with others delegates may face, are multifaceted in nature 
and thus will require comprehensive (and possibly multiple) solutions. As many issues discussed 
throughout the guide cover a wide variety of problems, it is not expected that all problems 
brought up will be solved through one generalized, sweeping declaration. Through the structure 
of this committee, the most positive change for the international community if one issue is given 
a resolution’s full attention, rather than drafting a scattered array of ideas and solutions.

Vocabulary to Know

 City-State: a sovereign state comprising a city and its immediately surrounding country  
  side
 State: an area organized into a political unit and ruled by an established government that   
  has control over its internal and foreign affairs
 Nation-State: a state whose territory corresponds to that occupied by a single ethnicity
 Ethnicity: identity with a group of people who share the cultural traditions of a particular    
  homeland or hearth
 Microstate: a recognized country with a very small land area
 Micronation: a small area or political entity that claims national sovereignty but is not 
  recognized by other sovereign states.
 Nationality: identity with a group of people who share legal attachment to a particular 
  country
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Questions to Consider

 1.Is the first Montevideo Convention a legitimate way for statehood to be determined, or   
  is the Constitutive Theory a more effective way to do so? Can a middle ground be 
  found? Should new conditions for recognizing statehood be created? 
 2.What qualifications should be required for a territory to become an independent state?
 3. Are micronations in disputed territories able to declare their own independence? What   
  about a micronation in a disbanded country?
 4. Should micronations and partially-recognized nations, such as Taiwan or Palestine, be   
  categorized in the same way by the rest of the international community?
 5. How can micronations maintain a short-term and a long-term economy? 
 6. How would micronational independence impact the local region that they inhabit, and   
  the International Community as a whole? 
 7. Can multiple micronations combine and function over one flag, even if they are geo  
  graphically separated? What are the legal and political implications of this?
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Position Dossier

Aerican Empire 
 Founded in 1987 by Canadian Eric Lis and his friends. Though the nation has no sover-
eign territory, it stakes claim to many pieces of land including a square kilometre in Australia, 
a house-sized area in Montreal, a Martian colony, the northern hemisphere of Pluto, and an 
imaginary planet. The micronation has its own religion, holidays, and an annual scavenger hunt. 
With its nearly 300 members and 3,500,000 square miles of claimed land, the Aerican Empire is a 
micronation with some of the widest claims of ownership.

Aigues-Mortes 
 A micronation that claims the French city of Aigues-Mortes & founded in 2010 as a 
humorous parody of the Principality of Monaco. Together with local merchants and the tourist 
office of Aigues-Mortes they created the BPAM (Bourse princière d’Aigues-Mortes) to handle 
currency exchange with the local currency, the flamant.

Akhzivland 
 Akhizland is a micronation located in Israel near the Lebanese border. Akhzivland is a 
countercultural place, having attracted politicians, musicians, and others who question dominant 
Israeli culture. This reputation has caused issues in the past with the Israeli government, though 
it does suggest Akhzivland as a tourist destination. Its founder, Eli Avivi died of pneumonia in 
2018.

Asgardia 
 Asgardia was founded with the goal to launch satellites into space in order to found a real 
nation recognised by the UN. The ultimate aim is to avoid the restrictions of the current space 
law framework. The Asgardians have adopted a constitution and they intend to access outer space 
free of the control of existing nations and establish a permanent settlement on the Moon by 2043. 
Asgardia has actually begun launching satellites, with the first satellite successfully launched by 
Orbital ATK on 12 November 2017 as part of an International Space Station resupply mission.

Austenasia 
 The Empire of Austenasia is a micronation based in the United Kingdom. Formed in 
2008, it operates under the constitutional monarchy of its fourth Emperor, Jonathan I, and com-
prises twenty-four properties that have declared themselves independent under the leadership of 
a house in the London Borough of Sutton. The micronation has been featured in several local and 
international publications, and has a certain amount of fame within Carshalton as being a local 
“quirk.” 
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Dominion of British West Florida
 The Dominion of British West Florida is a separatist micronation founded in 2005 “on an 
eccentric interpretation of actual historic events” and based in the Gulf Coast of the United States. 
It claims the territory of the 18th-century colony of West Florida, which includes land that the 
US currently splits between parts of the states of Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Florida. 
The organization neither is acknowledged by any government nor exercises any authority over its 
claimed territory, and its activities are largely limited to the 
internet.

Christiania
 Christiania is a micronation located in Copenhagen, Denmark. Christiania is a small, hy-
per-liberal community, having earned the nickname “the Amsterdam of Scandinavia”, with stalls 
on Pusher Street that openly sell illicit substances. This makes up a heavy majority of Christiania’s 
economy. Christiania has recently clashed with the current Conservative Danish government, 
which wishes to incorporate it into the city as a whole. 

Conch Republic
 The Conch Republic is a micronation that lays claim to the entirety of the Florida Keys 
Region. The Conch Republic proclaims itself the world leader of socially progressive policies, and 
has had military trouble with the U.S. before, once blocking U.S. army troops from entering its 
borders, and another time losing a “war” to the United States. Its current existence can best be 
described as a form of protest against United States border patrol.

Elleore
 The Kingdom of Elleore is a micronation located on the island of Elleore in the Roskilde 
Fjord, north of Roskilde on the Danish island of Zealand. The island was purchased by a group 
of Copenhagen schoolteachers in 1944 for use as a summer camp. They proclaimed the island’s 
tongue-in-cheek “independence” as a Kingdom as a gentle parody of the government structure 
and royal traditions of Denmark. It has been claimed that the kingdom’s ancestry has been traced 
to a “monastic society of Irish monks who arrived in the middle of the 10th century.”

Filettino
 a village and comune located about 70 kilometres (43 mi) east of Rome and about 30 
kilometres (19 mi) north of Frosinone. In August 2011, following an Italian government an-
nouncement that all villages with under 1,000 residents would have to merge with nearby villages 
in order to cut administrative costs, forcing Filettino to merge with the neighbouring town of 
Trevi nel Lazio, the village’s then mayor Luca Sellari started a campaign for Filettino to become an 
“independent state”

Glacier Republic
 Founded by Greenpeace activists in a disputed border region of the Andes between Chile 
and Argentina, the purpose of the Glacier Republic is to draw attention to Chile’s lack of envi-
ronmental protection for glaciers. According to the activists, loopholes in the laws between the 
borders of Chile and Argentina and a legal vacuum in regulations regarding the sovereignty of 
glaciers allowed them to legally create the Republic.Chile contains 82% of South America’s gla-
ciers, but currently has no laws in place to protect them.
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Lovely 
 Lovely was created by UK based comedian Danny Wallace, who produced and starred in 
a 6-part comedy series titled How to Start your Own Nation. This ended with him forming the 
micronation of Lovely in his flat. At its peak, over fifty eight thousand people claimed citizenship 
to the micronation. Citizens were invited to hang the flag of Lovely in their home (or really any 
building) and claim that place as an embassy to the micronation.

Melchizedek
 The Dominion of Melchizedek is a micronation known largely for facilitating large scale 
banking fraud in many parts of the world. It was unilaterally declared to occupy a few tiny is-
lands worldwide, and is internationally unrecognized by any other nation. It has been described 
as “non-existent” by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, and as a “non-recognised 
sovereignty” by the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. It appears on an EU list of fan-
tasy passports issued by private individuals or organisations. Media reports have described it as a 
“virtual country”, as a “ruse”, and as a “phony country”.

Molossia
 The Republic of Molossia is a micronation located in Virginia City, Nevada. Molossia is 
located in the backyard of its founder’s house and describes itself as a ‘developing nation,’ along 
with a banana republic. Its dictator is interested in fighting climate change and exploring space.
Morac-Songhrati-Meads - A micronation that claims to occupy the Spratly Islands. The territo-
ry is under de facto military control by China, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam, 
since the discovery of oil in 1968. The Kingdom was fading into obscurity until 1972, when the 
then-ruling Morton Meads unsuccessfully petitioned the United Nations, Chiang Kai-shek of the 
Republic of China, and the Philippines to recognise the Kingdom and its claims. Later that year, 
the remainder of the Kingdom’s governing body drowned in a shipwreck off the coast of Philip-
pines during Typhoon Ora, except for Meads.
 
Nutopia 
 Introduced as a “conceptual nation” by John Lennon and Yoko Ono on April Fools’ Day, 
Nutopia has no land, no borders and no passports or visas; anyone declaring their awareness of 
Nutopia’s existence was allowed to join. It was founded partly as a way to satirize Lennon’s immi-
gration troubles at the time. There is no leadership and not all citizenships have been recorded. As 
a result, the population is unknown. In 2006, a Nutopia website was created that forwarded to a 
site about the documentary The U.S. vs. John Lennon.The Nutopian Embassy is located at 1 White 
Street in the Tribeca neighborhood of Manhattan, NYC.

Parva Domus 
 A self-declared centenary micronation surrounded by Uruguay that functions since 1878 
as a social and recreational association that mimics the functioning of a real country. Since its 
foundation it has had over 800,000 different naturalized citizens. It is one of the first micronations 
in history, and consists of a government led by a President and a Cabinet of Ministers, including a 
secretary of Foreign Affairs. Its territory consists of a “Presidential Palace”, an old neoclassical res-
idence of the 19th century, surrounded by gardens and statues. The constitution of Parva Domus 
admits a maximum of 250 simultaneous citizens. In 130 years, the republic has had over 843,297 
citizens.
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Redonda
 A small uninhabited island in the Caribbean sea, now legally part of Antigua and Bar-
buda. In 1865, a citizen of Montserrat was supposedly permitted by Queen Victoria to claim the 
title of King of Redonda, as long as he did not incite any revolt against colonial authority. The 
island teems with bird life, but is more or less uninhabitable by humans because there is no source 
of freshwater other than rain, and most of the island is extremely steep and rocky, with only a 
relatively small, sloping plateau area of grassland at the summit. It was the first micronation ever 
established and is the oldest still functioning as Redonda was never disbanded.

Romanov Empire 
 a state proposed by Russian businessman and politician Anton Bakov as a re-creation of 
the Russian Empire. It would be led by Romanov heir Prince Karl Emich of Leiningen as Emper-
or Nicholas III, with Bakov serving as Archchancellor. By 2017, Bakov had alleged to have held 
talks with the heads of several countries in order to purchase a territory in which to establish 
a legitimate, “non-micro” state. These have included Montenegro, North Macedonia, Albania, 
The Gambia, Antigua and Barbuda, and Kiribati. In July 2013, Bakov claimed his nation granted 
citizenship to Edward Snowden, who at the time was in Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport seeking 
amnesty in Russia.

Reunion 
 A micronation founded by Brazilian law students as a political simulation. Reunion has 
a very active political system. It has issued passports, minted coins and is considered one of the 
most important Lusophone micronations. The micronation has been portrayed by the media of 
dozens of countries, and has been the star of a front-page article of Reunion Island newspaper, 
which used It to trace a parallel between its independence and the idea of having independence 
from France.

Sealand 
 Sealand is a decommissioned sea fort built by the United Kingdom during World War II. 
It is legally part of the territory of the UK, but classifies itself as the “world’s smallest country.” Un-
der the current leadership, the nation has engaged in various international sports competitions, 
including hosting a runner and swimmer, and running an Ultimate Frisbee team that came in 
11th at UK nationals.

Snake Hill
 A family of Australian residents could no longer afford to pay taxes, and after litigation 
over a mortgage and being inspired by the Principality of Hutt River, they did legal research and 
came to the conclusion that forming a country would be completely legal under Australian law, 
and thus they declared independence on 2 September 2003. Snake Hill now has roughly hundreds 
of citizens, and claims land the size of Monaco.
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Užupis 
 Užupis is a neighborhood largely located in the Old Town of Vilnius, Lithuania, a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site. In 1997, the residents of the area declared a Republic of Užupis, with its 
own flag, currency, president, and constitution. Artistic endeavours are the main preoccupation 
of the Republic; the President of the Republic of Užupis, Romas Lileikis, is himself a poet, a 
musician, and a film director.

Westarctica 
 Wirtland is an experiment into the legitimacy and self-sustainability of a country without 
its own soil, which transcends national borders without breaching or lessening the sovereignty 
of any involved. It claims a region of West Antarctica which has not been claimed by any nation 
state, comprising most of Marie Byrd Land. This wedge is located between the Ross Dependency 
claimed by New Zealand, and the Chilean Antarctic Territory.

Whangamžmona 
 Whangamomona is a tongue and cheek micronation made to increase tourism located in 
New Zealand & formed over a dispute about local councils redrawing lines to determine rugby 
teams of the area. Leadership quality has fluctuated throughout the years, with the most notable 
president being a goat.

Wirtland 
 Wirtland is an experiment into the legitimacy and self-sustainability of a country without 
its own soil, which transcends national borders without breaching or lessening the sovereignty of 
any involved. Currently Wirtland is governed by a Chancellor, and aims to become a 
parliamentary democracy. 

Zaqistan 
 A small tract of land in Box Elder County, a remote part of Utah, on which its owner, Zaq 
Landsberg, has claimed sovereignty over the land he owns. He pays property taxes on the land, 
which has no residents or buildings on it, although he has installed monuments and a border 
patrol gate. Landesberg is a sculptor and uses this micronation primarily to showcase his art.


