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2 Dear Delegates,
Welcome to GatorMUN XVII, and welcome to the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development! My name is Courtney Mai and I am a first Agricultural Operations Management. 
My name is Emma Mastro, and I’m a first year Computer Science Major pursuing a Pre-Med track 
here at UF. We’ve both competed in Model United Nations conferences for the majority of our 
high school years. Outside of MUN and school, you can find us sitting outside of the Southwest 
Gym watching tik-toks. We are so grateful to be directing a committee at GatorMUN this year and 
cannot wait to see all you’ll be able to accomplish in the IFAD!

The first topic is improving access to markets for farmers in rural areas. As you will see in the 
background guide, the topic involves areas in which there is a high concentration of smallholder 
farmers. This topic is more narrow than topic two to provide a more case by case approach. It 
is important to note the different cultural and geographical landscapes that different areas may 
face. With that being said, this is not a topic where there will be a “one size fits all” solution. It is 
encouraged to stray away from short-term or generalized solutions. IFAD works primarily in rural 
areas, meaning that technology access may be more limited. Utilize the past projects that were 
created, build upon and improve them for future implementation. Limited market access affects 
the health, prosperity, and growth of communities. As the IFAD, it is our main focus to watch 
these communities expand and improve the overall standard of living. 

Youth in rural development is our focus for the second topic. As mentioned in the background 
guide, you should focus on innovative ways to utilize the potential of youth in developing rural 
areas. We kept this topic very general to allow you to explore creative solutions you wouldn’t 
normally present in committee. Although education is an important part of solving the issue at 
hand, education oriented solutions are not the reason we chose this topic.  Embrace the theme 
of GatorMUN XVII, “Untold Stories” in your solutions! As stated above, IFAD is a rurally focused 
committee and although your country may not experience this topic to the level of severity as 
those surrounding you, as the UN we must kept the well-fare of all in mind. The topic of youth 
“Brain-Drain” is something that can be applied to even the most developed of countries. As 
always, remember the breadth of resources and the limitations of the IFAD, specifically as it 
applies to rural communities. 

Delegates are required to submit position papers to gatormun@gmail.com. If you have any 
questions at all, feel free to contact us at the same email above. We are super excited to see what 
the committee is able to accomplish in each session!

Sincerely,

Emma Mastro and Courtney Mai
Directors of the International Fund for Agricultural Development Committee
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Quorum
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quorum for 
that session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will be 
assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may request to be 
noted as “Present” or “Present and Voting.” 

Motion to Open Debate
This opens the floor for debate, allowing other points or motions. 

Motion to Set the Agenda
This motion determines the order in which the topics of a committee will be debated. 
Permission to speak will be accorded to one speaker for and one speaker against, and a two-
thirds majority is required for the motion to pass. 

Motion to Open the Speaker’s List
Opening the Speaker’s List requires a simple majority to pass. A delegate may only be present 
on the Speaker’s List once, but may re-enter after he/she has spoken. If the Speaker’s List 
expires, debate then closes. 

Motion to Set Speaking Time
Speaking Time must be indicated by this motion from the floor before any members of the body 
may speak on the Speaker’s List. This motion must also accompany any motion for a Moderated 
Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time for the formal Speaker’s List, a delegate may also 
specify a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking Time. These 
designated questions or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time (in the 
case of a question) limits, but these are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to Set 
Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires a simple majority. Any delegate may make this 
motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the Speaking Time.

Motion to Close the Speaker’s List
The Speaker’s List may be closed upon a motion from the floor. Permission to speak will be 
accorded to one speaker for and one speaker against, and a two-thirds majority is required for 
the motion to pass. 

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a Moderated 
Caucus
This motion must include three specifications:
    a. Length of the Caucus
    b. Speaking time, and
    c. Reason for the Caucus.
During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Director. 
Delegates will raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree 
of decorum throughout a Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple 
majority to pass. 

Rules of Procedure



4 Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an 
Unmoderated Caucus
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, delegates 
may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple majority 
to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus should never exceed twenty minutes. 

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed. (ie. Lunch!) This 
motion requires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this 
motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of the 
committee until next year’s conference.

Motion to Table the Topic
If a delegate believes that the flow of debate has become stagnant, he/she may make this 
motion. To Table the Topic is to halt debate on the present Topic, save the speakers’ list and 
all draft resolutions, and move on to the next Topic on the Agenda. The delegate making this 
motion may also choose to specify a previously tabled Topic. This motion requires a two-thirds 
vote to pass. The Topic may be returned to at any time by tabling the present Topic and adding 
the phrase “for the purpose of returning to Tabled Topic ____,” to this motion. If no Topics have 
been previously tabled, debate must follow the established Agenda. This motion is to be used 
sparingly.

Points of Order
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
    a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
    b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
    c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.

Points of Inquiry
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Committee 
Director. Any question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the 
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a 
question after a formal speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must conform 
to the following format:
 Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee Director.
 Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
             Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
 Committee Director: “State your Point.”
 Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a substantive 
speech)            yield to a question?”
 Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
            Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
             Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)



5           Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from 
Country A, then he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct all other 
business of the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of 
Personal Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the 
exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a 
Right of Reply to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The 
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision IS 
NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their 
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.

Working Papers and Draft Resolutions
Once a Working Paper has been submitted, approved, distributed, and formally introduced to 
the body, it can and will be referred to as a “Draft Resolution.” In order for a Working Paper to 
be submitted to the Committee Director, it must be in correct format and bear the names of a 
combination of a number of Sponsors and Signatories necessary to introduce, as determined by 
the Committee Director. 

Sponsors are the writers of the Working Paper, and agree with it in its entirety. They should 
be able to vote ‘yes’ for the paper during voting procedure. Signatories are those delegates 
interested in bringing the Working Paper to the floor for debate, but do not necessarily agree 
with its contents. 

A delegate can motion to discuss the working paper during a moderated caucus or 
unmoderated caucus. A delegate can also motion for an author’s panel, which is essentially 
a moderated caucus moderated by the authors. It is the chair’s discretion on the maximum 
amount of authors allowed on the author’s panel.

Friendly Amendments
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Sponsors 
agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and confirm 
each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

Unfriendly Amendments
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive that 
are not agreed to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly 
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum 
confirmed signatories. The Committee Director has the authority to discern between substantive 
and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.



6 Plagiarism
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found to have 
used the ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or documents 
will have their credentials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is a very 
serious offense.

Motion to Close Debate and Voting Procedures 
A motion to close debate may only pass with a two-thirds majority. Once this motion passes, 
and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of the committee room may exit 
the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee Room from the outside. A 
member of the Dias will secure all doors.

Once moving into voting procedures chair can only accept these motions:
• A point of order to correct an error in procedure
• An appeal of the decision of the chair
• A motion for division
• A motion for roll call vote
• A motion for adoption by acclamation
• 
No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting 
procedures.

Each Draft Resolution will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were 
introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Draft Resolution will be read to 
the body and voted upon before the main body of the Draft Resolution as a whole is put to a 
vote. The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these 
documents pass with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to their background 
guides or Committee Directors for information concerning specific voting procedures. Unless 
otherwise specified by the Secretariat, each Committee may pass as many resolutions as it agrees 
are necessary to efficiently address the Topic

Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain during 
voting procedure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes 
votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.

Roll Call Voting
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee 
motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All 
delegates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”

During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her vote until the 
Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Voting with Rights
During a Roll Call vote delegates may vote “For with Rights” or “Against with Rights.” Delegates 
will be granted 30 seconds to explain their reasons for voting for or against a draft resolution. 
This time will come after the tabulation of votes.



7Delegates should use this option sparingly. It is meant for delegates who feel that their vote 
may seem off policy, despite it being correct. The acceptance of rights is up to the director’s 
discretion. If a speaker goes off topic during their allotted time the director will rule their speech 
dilatory and move to the next motion in order.

Accepting by Acclamation
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a Roll 
Call Vote is requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes 
a Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by 
acclamation. The motion passes unless a single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not 
considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will move directly into a Roll Call 
Vote. 



8 Topic  1: Improving Access to Markets for 
Farmers in Rural Areas

Introduction
The first topic that is open for discussion is improving market access for farmers within rural ar-
eas. Here it is important to realize that although the committee will specifically be looking more 
at developing nations, as members of the IFAD it is the jobs of developed nations to improve the 
agricultural systems of the surrounding areas. Food scarcity is often deemed one of the most im-
portant topics in today’s society, as it remains the first of the eight millennium development goals 
set by the United Nations in 2000.However, most people measure these goals in terms of agri-
cultural and trade statistics. Within the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), this means that 
they have been making Food and Balance Sheets (FBS), which look into calorie availability for 
individual families. Additionally, they have household consumption expenditure survey (HCES), 
along with various other data collecting techniques to take into account the amount of hunger 
individual’s are experiencing, and the overall health of the agriculture industry. Although these 
statistics provide an economic and social basis for measuring the health of the people and the 
agriculture industry as a whole, it fails to take into account all of the basic fundamental associated 
with the industry itself. This broad approach to measuring agriculture neglects to look at aspects 
of agriculture such as market access, and that is part of the reason why developing countries 
continue to see this problem.

With the onset of globalization, most people today live in a consumer-based society and thus 
look at farming from the perspective of seed to table, neglecting the various steps in between 
such as transportation. Large multinational farming corporations have been developing due to 
globalization, but for developed countries within rural areas there are still smallholder farms. 
Globalization has allowed for the division of labor, as there are now separate companies that 
grow crops, transport the crops, and sell the crops. This workflow is seamless within developed 
countries, but developing countries have yet to let division of labor take full hold of society. This 
means that smallholder farmers everywhere are still the ones responsible for bringing food to 
the marketplace, along with growing the physical food themselves. This process remains tedious, 
and simple barriers such as transportation and food preservation remains a constant problem 
when thinking about the market access for many of these smallholder farms. 

At the heart of the problem there is infrastructure, which is largely the duty of local governments. 
However, the pervasive issue of market access 
is rooted in many other problems, such as 
product preservation and financial education. 
As seen from the map, rural populations are 
continuously decreasing within modern day 
society, yet they still make up a large popula-
tion of the world. Reliable market access not 
only boosts the overall economy, but it also 
allows for a greater amount of food security. 
This can help  to eventually reduce poverty 
as farmers are able to provide food for their 
families and a stable income. As members of 
the IFAD it is imperative that all members look 



9at this topic from the viewpoints of their country, but also from the viewpoints of the smallholder 
farmers within these areas. Aspects of this issue need to be looked at in terms of how they were 
caused, why they still exist, and what should be done in the future in terms of local, regional, and 
global approaches in solving this problem.

History
Farming has been at the heart of many economies for 
centuries, especially for developing nations. The begin-
nings of civilizations are rooted in the developments of 
agriculture, but despite these agricultural developments, 
transportation remains a consistent issue. This can be 
highlighted by human geographers and economists like 
Johann Heinrich von Thunen who proposed the concen-
tric circle model for explaining agriculture land use pat-
terns. However, he also assumed that transportation costs 
were fixed, and many other such models assume certain 
things about set infrastructures and means of transpor-
tation already put in place which is not consistent with 
the way things truly are. Additionally, such models and 
descriptions by such intellectuals over time has failed to 
take into account the various land use patterns and the 
fact that not all land is farmable, nor is the market always 
placed in the most ideal position. Thus, the problem of 

generalization of various solutions to problems such as market access has been born.
In the past, IFAD has tried to address the relatively unlooked at issue of market access by imple-
menting various programs within individual countries. By taking a more individualized approach 
they have seen increased success. They refer to it as a country strategic opportunities program 
(COSOP) as a means for determining how to finance country to country development, and var-
ious ways to outline a specific approach for the  management of these programs. By providing 
this country-specific approach the IFAD has seen quite a bit of success. They have pioneered for 
smallholder, agriculture-led growth that has allowed for sustainable growth within communities.
However, despite these locally led project, many countries continue to have problems which are 
mainly focused around physical, capacity, and policy constraints. These all need to be looked at 
as individual problems along with looking at them at local levels as IFAD has done in the past. 

Key Issues
Physical constraints
In terms of physical constraints, characteristics such as poor roads and an overall lack of in-
frastructure has greatly hindered the development of market access for various communities. 
Storage facilities are lagging behind in terms of their ability to keep produce fresh, or are al-
most completely absent at all. This is largely up to local governments to evaluate and eventually 
implement change.  Along with this, there is also the physical constraint of preservation of prod-
ucts. Finding new technological ways that can be implemented within poor rural areas is key to 
solving this problem seeing that distance to the market and shelf-life is one of the biggest issues 
faced by smallholder farmers today.

Capacity constraints
Access to credit and financial services greatly hinders smallholder farmer’s ability to access the 



10 means to transport the food that they produce. Additionally, with a lack of access regarding fund-
ing has also come a lack of access to overall educational programs on how best to transport and 
store food that has been produced over time. This can be on anything such as information on 
local plants to grow within an area to the best time to take their produce to the market place so 
that it will have the longest shelf life. These fundamental issues vary from country to country, and 
this highlights the fact that a one-size-fits-all approach cannot be taken seeing the diversity of this 
issue.

Policy Constraints
An overall lack of legal framework by various governments has created a lack of support for local 
farmers. As stated in the physical constraints section, it is 
up to the government to improve the overall infrastruc-
ture and access to the market place if the issue is to ever 
be solved. In addition to this, it needs to be addressed 
that there are various methods of transportation that 
need to be evaluated depending on the area and the 
crops that are being produced. For example, roads may 
be applicable in one area while the development of 
larger ports may be more ideal in other situations. Decid-
ing which methods to take in terms of agricultural devel-
opment is a very individualized need and thus a coun-
try-specific approach would once again need to be taken. 

Case Studies and Regional Context
IFAD has been very active within various communities in attempting to improve market access. 
The Rural Income Promotion Program, for example, has helped to create partnerships between 
producers, transporters, and processors so help get food into consumers hands. This has seen 
success in Madagascar from 2003 to 2013 and they did so by setting two major goals. The first 
goal was to improve small market access by optimizing production. They did this by further de-
veloping their collection systems, improving the quality of produce, and promoting partnerships. 
Additionally, their second goal was to intensify and diversify agricultural production. This helped 
to solve the key issue seen with some of the physical constraints seen with market access as they 
helped to provide quality agricultural advice to locals. This project cost over 28 million USD, but 
has seen great success as Madagascar’s agricultural sector is now valued at 2.3 billion USD. It 
has not improved all sectors of Madagascar’s agricultural sector, but by promoting partnerships 
between producers and transporters, much success was seen by the industry as a whole.
 
Additionally, they developed the inclusive rural development program known as PRODERI which 
is a program that was implemented within Argentina. They look into specifically helping indige-
nous households and vulnerable families and helping them create market networks and helping 
them evaluate when it is the best time to go to the market. By finding specific families and groups 
to invest in they were able to take a grassroots approach to solving this problem.
 
In Malaysia, IFAD is helping support indigenous communities through the Indigenous People 
Assistance Facility (IPAF) project. By providing access to fair markets they were able to help small-
holder farmers make more money. They would have organic products be brought to the super-
market by local community members so that it was helping out others within the community. It 
was even reported that some incomes doubled and even quadrupled after implementing this 



11new means of access to fairer markets and a new means of transportation to the market.
 

Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) creat-
ed an organization that helped to create 
cooperation between multiple countries 
and “Agricultural Specialists, Monitoring 
and Evaluation Specialists, Small Busi-
ness Advisors, Financial Advisors and 
Market Assessment Researchers with 
local NGOs, co-operatives and local gov-
ernment organisations.”

This operation mainly consisted of teach-
ing programs on strategic marketing and 
how to develop delivery times and how 

to diversify their incomes. Market access is not uniform throughout the year and by making mar-
kets work for smallholder farmers. For example, in Tanzania problems have arisen since the dairy 
market has slowly taken over by large corporations. However, they discovered that by making 
their packaging smaller they were able to get their packages to the market faster and help them 
sell faster since they were more accessible. Not only that, but much of the training that they are 
learning is having a ripple effect as they are teaching others around them about the information 
they are learning about selling and processing their food to get it to markets.
 
When looking at the regional context of this issue it is important to look at the problems that 
area is facing and where their market areas are in relation to the agricultural sectors. It is up to 
each member state to present these problems in committee, along with ways in which IFAD 
can help them. It is strongly encouraged that each country looks up these issues and looks at 
what has been done in the past in order to develop a fully encompassing solution to the various 
problems.
 

Questions to Consider:
1. How should IFAD go about developing a solution that is country specific?
2. How can uniform access to the market be created?
3. How can IFAD increase infrastructure for transportation to the market without infringing on 

national sovereignty?
4. How should IFAD go about funding these various projects without getting the multinational 

agricultural organizations involved?
5. How should NGOs and other various organizations go about educating locals?
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Introduction
The International Fund for Agricultural Development has recently made it clear the importance of 
utilizing the youth of today for the prosperity of the future. Rather than lasering in on their stan-
dard talking points of how better practices of agriculture, fisheries, and pastoralism will affect the 
development of tomorrow, the IFAD decided to now take the alternative approach on how they 
can better groom the people of today for the development of tomorrow. Since the majority of 
younger populations live within rural communities, IFAD is the perfect UN sub-body to address 
youth in rural development.

Along with IFAD, the UN has made clear the importance of valuing youth. The World Youth report 
on “Youth and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, highlights the utilization of youth 
within the context of the agenda on sustainable development. The report also points out the fact 
that although progress has been made overall in  the past two decades at reducing inequality 
and improving conditions of poverty for the majority of vulnerable individuals, youth has been 
entirely excluded from this progress. Sustainable development for the future can only be made 
possible if all people are considered when looking at changing conditions. The mantra for the 
2030 agenda,  “no one will be left behind,” rings true for the values of the IFAD committee as a 
whole. Although youth education and employment were highlighted as imperative initiatives for 
youth inclusivity, it is the job of this sub-committee of the United Nations to look beyond what 
has already been announced and instead start discussing other innovative solutions for youth in 
rural development.  

History 

We are in a rare period of 
history where youth popula-
tions in developing countries 
are among the highest, yet 
world population growth is 
declining. This alarming trend 
raises concerns for supporting 
the youth populations of the 
future, especially among areas 
where youth growth rates are 
the highest, and governments 
are among the poorest. Coun-
tries that already have to battle 
famine, drought, and terrorism 
must face the conflict of pro-
viding their youth with oppor-
tunities that steer their crum-
bling governments towards a 

Topic 2: The Inclusivity of Youth and Rural 
Development 



13brighter future. 

Youth populations are among the densest within rural communities. At the same time, rural 
people face the most significant challenges: access to resources, family planning, technology, 
education, and training make inclusivity of rural populations within the national economy very 
laborious. Education can be said to improve the standard of living as a whole. Although this lack 
of knowledge is an important issue when addressing youth within the development, it is not 
the primary focus for this topic. Agriculture is unlikely an industry the youth of today aspires to 
remain in, forcing the majority of the valuable workforce to migrate out of these rural communi-
ties. An estimated 6.5 billion people will live in urban areas by 2050 while only 3 billion will live 
in rural areas.As a committee, it is imperative to approach the issues of today as it is becoming 
essential to include youth within the blueprints for tomorrow.

Key Issues
Social Barriers
While many western countries associate adulthood with age, this is not the case for the majority 
of internationally recognized youth living as adults within many states, especially in Asia. Gender, 
puberty, and marital status are valued considerably as indicators of adulthood in the developing 
world compared to the traditional age markers seen within developed countries. International 
discrepancies among what it means to be the “youth” of today, in and of itself, generate debate 
and must be discussed within this committee. 

As recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, youth have been 
entirely excluded from the international 
dialogue on change. Rural youth specifical-
ly, although they are the primary population 
experiencing the tragedies of the present, are 
almost entirely left out of strategy talks. When 
looking at development and industrialization 
it is imperative to look at how the youth can 
be included. Many world leaders point to a 
lack of quality education as the primary rea-
son for exclusion. As the IFAD, this committee 
needs to focus on facets such as infrastruc-

tural developments required to increase the accessibility to knowledge within these rural areas, 
not simply the establishment of education in and of itself. This goes to show how a topic such as 
accessibility to education has many barriers beyond simple education itself. 

Migration Towards Urban Society
The concept of brain drain is exceptionally crucial in maintaining the status of youth in rural 
development. Brain drain shows how people from developing countries become educated and 
then eventually emigrate out of their home country to more developed areas. The majority of 
youth living in rural areas are rarely incentivised by the current opportunities within agriculture. 
There needs to be incentivization if these youth are expected to stay within rural communities. 
The challenges of this topic arise in brainstorming possible solutions that will promote youth to 
stay and work within the rural industry, rather than migrate in search of urban opportunities. Rap-
id migration to urban centers can directly put a strain on the communities within urban areas 



14 due to overcrowding and other such problems. The problem is that there will always be a need
 for people within the agricultural sector as people 
will always be in need of food, and other such jobs 
within the rural sector. Although IFAD is a rurally 
focused committee, Brain Drain is an issue affecting 
even the most developed nations. Keeping the 
aforementioned in mind, it would be highly sug-
gested to research individual countries’ initiatives 
for combating brain drain and its plausible applica-
tions for rural communities. 

Another issue highly incorporated into addressing  
the youth in rural development is the evolution of 
automated machines. As countries industrialize, 
rural lifestyles and traditional agricultural produc-
tion methods are infringed on. Those who were 
previously uneducated and unskilled are set at a 
further disadvantage by an increasing need for spe-

cialized labor. The need for vocational training is more crucial to agricultural development than 
ever before. The issue then becomes focused on the capabilities of these rurally dense countries 
to provide training, when the majority of these nations are the poorest in the world. The United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research has done wonders for developing nations to provide 
assistance and a framework for practical vocational training. One thing to consider in regards to 
training is the intersection between IFAD and UNITAR in regards to vocational training. It is also 
important to note the difference between possible education centered solutions and vocational 
training oriented solutions. This shows a difference in the importance of looking at both short 
and long term solutions.

Additionally, there is a huge problem in trying to incentivize migratory youth to stay since the gap 
in wages between those who work in the city compared to those in rural areas is a large part of 
why so many migrate. Not only is developing techniques for encouraging youth to stay within ru-
ral areas a crucial part of the economic and agricultural development of rural communities, but it 
is extremely crucial in adding to the overall development of the state.  Research from Iowa State 
shows that eliminating the urban-rural wage gap raises GDP per capita by 13.9%. Although it is 
a shared knowledge that minimizing the gap is crucial to economic progress, few countries have 
actually done so.

Preservation of the Natural Environment
Development, in any regards, always yields concerns on its environmental impact. Rural commu-
nities are especially susceptible to environmental neglect, 
yet, at the same time, they are the perfect targets to imple-
ment preservation techniques; the youth, especially, being 
the ideal implementers. Keep in mind that although the 
application of this topic can be seen in rural development 
in general, it is the inclusion of youth and its agricultural 
applications of solutions that are of utmost concern. For 
example, IFAD has been heavily involved in the agro-pasto-
ral development in Cameroon and its influence on youth 
entrepreneurship. Although this initiative has been hugely 



15successful at improving the financial and legal stability in rural Cameroon, the agricultural im-
pact was at the heart of their work.

Case Studies and Regional Context 

Africa
The region of Africa has the highest growth rates in the world. There is an estimated 71% of 
young people living in rural communities where the quality of life is particularly low. In East Afri-
ca, specifically, the rural population exceeds 75%. Many statistics conclude that areas with a high 
percentage of rural communities also tend to have a high growth rate. However, the country is 
beginning to stem into an even more significant problem than population growth itself. There 
have been several attempts to improve critical elements such as education and healthcare in 
these areas, yet the rapid population growth continues to hinder their progress. Due to continu-
ous low literacy rates, the transfer to urban areas takes additional adjusting for the youth. Unem-
ployment rates has been seen to rise when the youth are in this transition, therefore stunting the 
growth and development for the future of those areas. Traditionally in rural areas, the youth play 
a role in agricultural. However, the customary land-use rules inhibit them from gaining their land. 
The IFAD founded the Youth Agropastoral Entrepreneurship Promotion Programme in Camer-
oon have fostered the development of successful agro-pastoral businesses. The project includes 
three key components. First, access to financial resources and advising. Second, the creation 
of viable businesses. Third, improvements to the organizational and legal framework. Since its 
beginning, the program has expanded to reach about 40% of the youth by strategically reaching 
out in populated areas. These areas pose the most significant potential in creating a structured 
system for agro-pastoral production and related activities.

Asia
Although the physical population in Asia is growing slower than in Africa, the increasing popu-
lation is much larger and further increasing by 55 million each year due to higher life expectan-
cies. The rural percentage of the population is around 65% in East Asia and 70% in South Asia. 

It is predicted that the number in 
South Asia will drop to 50% due to 
the amount of migration to urban 
areas. As seen in the past, policies 
have had a significant impact on the 
rate of population growth in East 
Asia. In South Asia, there has been 
limited impact due to lower literacy 
rates and access to family planning. 
The job market is beginning to be-
come saturated, slowing the trend 
of urban migration. Due to this lack 
of opportunity, there is an increasing 
significance on non-farm rural em-
ployment. For example, skilled labor-
ers or craftsmen. However, this is also 
allowing for a diversification of rural 

economy as people are forced to find alternatives for employment aside from just farming. This 
can allow for economic development and also incentivization for youth to stay within rural com-
munities because there is an increase in job opportunities.



16 Latin America
According to statistics, the Latin American rural youth population was only estimated to increase 
by 100,000 from 1990 to 2000. In urban areas, the youth was expected to increase from 84 mil-
lion to 110 million. As seen in the trends of numerous countries, the youth are continuing to mi-
grate to urban areas and compound the population pressure seen in these cities. To combat the 
many issues Latin America is facing in rural areas, there needs to be dramatic reform. Included 
should be incentives for agricultural production and other forms of rural development, increased 
employment opportunities, training in leadership and cooperation, and various health programs 
as well as social services.
Europe

It is estimated that 75% of European Union populated mainland was covered in rural areas in 
2015. However, it was only home to about a quarter of Europe’s population at the time. About 
one third of the total population was rural in twelve EU member states, primarily located in East-
ern Europe. Yet, Ireland was the only country with a rural population of over 50% compared to 
the total population. Populations of rural communities are more concentrated in Eastern Europe 
compared to Western Europe. Europe has experienced a large shift from rural to urban areas due 
to the idealized quality of life in the urban areas. It is predicted that the total population of the 
EU will increase 2% by 2030 with only 0.6% of that being rural. With such a large amount of rural 
land, it is imperative that the youth in these communities are exposed to the tools they need to 
build a better future.

Questions to Consider
1. What defines youth?
2. How can the IFAD utilize the youth of today for tomorrow?
3. What incentivizes younger generations to join the “Brain-Drain” and how can we as the IFAD 

counteract this?
4. What initiatives can the IFAD take to counteract barriers of progression for youth?
5. What can the IFAD do to promote inclusivity of youth within rural economies?



17Works Cited
 https://www.who.int/topics/millennium_development_goals/about/en/
http://www.fao.org/zhc/detail-events/en/c/277208/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/more-do-measuring-hunger
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-the-worlds-urban-population-in-2050/
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/guest/market-access#anchor-2
https://thegreenhorns.wordpress.com/2014/08/08/the-von-thunen-model-a-very-cool-lesson-in-
agricultural-geography/
https://beta.ifad.org/en/cosop
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/bbbf/c75ab708b902a8ac876637692a05ee10ee7a.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23311932.2018.1560596
https://www.vsointernational.org/support-us/partner-us/corporate-partnerships/making-markets-
work-poor
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/world-youth-report/wyr2018.html
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2015/04/10-things-didnt-know-worlds-population/
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/events/pdf/expert/27/presentations/I/
presentation-Henning-final.pdf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/brain%20drain
https://unitar.org/search?text=vocational+training+&search_type=website
https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.
com/&httpsredir=1&article=1006&context=econ_workingpapers
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/operations/project/id/1100001694/country/cameroon
http://www.fao.org/3/x5636e/x5636e01.htm
https://www.globalministries.org/eap/partners/asian-rural-institute.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09718923.2008.11892646
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/territorial-facts-and-trends-eu-rural-areas-with-
in-2015-2030


