GatorMUN XX
BACKGROUND GUIDE

DISEC

General Assembly

A Word From Your Director
Dear Delegates,

Hello! My name is Nick Andrews, and I am your director for the Disarmament
and International Security General Assembly. I’m a Junior at the University of
Florida, pursuing a degree in political science. This is my third year as a proud
member of UFMUN. I am from Jacksonville Florida, and I love my hometown. Go
Jags! This will be my second year directing a general assembly and I am very
excited to see all the great ideas my GA’s delegates will bring to the table. DISEC
is by far my favorite GA because of the critical thinking that it requires to come
up with a solution that fits all participating nations. Outside of UFMUN, I love
spending time with friends and family, and I love debating. I can normally be
found running around campus. If you have any interest in international relations,
I’m sure DISEC will be a lot of fun for you.
Since this committee is a general assembly, this committee will follow the
traditional flow and structure of debate. Delegates will work collaboratively
toward writing resolutions to address the topics presented. Each delegate will
be representing one of the 193 member states that make up the United Nations.
This committee is a dual delegation so two delegates will be representing the
same country. Both topics that will be discussed are relevant to current events.
DISEC stands for Disarmament and International Security. This committee’s
most significant goal is to deal with global challenges and threats to peace that
affect the international community. It seeks out solutions to the challenges in
the international security regime. DISEC considers all disarmament and
international security matters within its scope of the charter or relating to the
powers and functions of any other organ of the United Nations. The general
principles of cooperation in the maintenance of governing disarmament and
the regulation of armaments; the promotion of cooperative arrangements and
measures aimed at strengthening stability through lower levels of armaments.
The committee sections are structured in three distinctive stages: General
Debate, Discussion within groups, and Action (voting period) on drafts. Over the
years, efforts have been made to rationalize the work of the committee
concentrating on rearranging its agenda and improving its organization of work.
The largest landmark document of DISEC is Resolution 1, the very first general
assembly resolution, entitled “Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the
Problems Raised by the Discovery of Atomic Energy.” This was adopted on
recommendation by the First Committee on January 24th, 1946, in London. This
resolution sought to create a commission that could address the significant and
devastating effects of atomic energy, including nuclear bombs and nuclear
energy. The focal point of this committee, until the fall of the Soviet Union, was
to limit action on nuclear war and to create a safer world, but its goal is now the
promotion of peace worldwide.
I am thrilled to have the opportunity to direct this committee. I know this year’s
GatorMUN will be a lot of fun and a great experience for us all. I am very
passionate about both topics, so I am excited to see the new perspectives you
will bring. If you have any questions, please email me at gatormun@gmail.com. I
am very excited to meet you all!
Sincerely, your director,

Nicholas Andrews
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Rules of Procedure
This Committee will abide by Robert’s Rules of Order, below is a
brief summation of the basic procedures needed to be successful
in this committee. Points and motions not listed in this
document are chair’s discretion on acceptance. The goal of this
committee is to create one resolution as a group by the end of
the conference, based on attendance more may be accepted.
Page minimums and maximums will be established throughout
the committee as well as sponsor caps.
Order/Agenda of a Model U.N. Conference
1. Setting the agenda.
a. This means choosing the order in which you will debate
topics, if there are multiple on the table.
2. Debating the topic.
a. Moderated Caucus
i. Moderated debate
b. Unmoderated Caucus
i. Work on draft resolutions, sporadic debate, time for
additional research, etc.
c. Speaker’s List
i. When the speaker’s list is closed, move straight into the
voting procedure.
d. Vote on motions as they arise.
e. Author’s Panel
i. Group of sponsors present resolution
3. Voting procedure
a. Resolutions are presented, then voted upon.
b. No one may enter or exit the room once voting procedure
has begun
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Rules of Procedure
QUORUM

A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.”

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF A MODERATED CAUCUS

A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each
session shall constitute a quorum for that session. This means
that half plus one of all voting members are present. Quorum will
be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of
Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or
“Present and Voting.”

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AN UNMODERATED CAUCUS

This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an
unmoderated caucus, delegates
may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This
motion requires a simple majority
to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis
committee should not exceed fifteen
minutes.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE MEETING

This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to
be observed. (ie. Lunch!) This motion requires a simple majority
vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING

This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session.
It signifies the closing of the
committee until next year’s conference.

POINTS OF ORDER

Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to
be used sparingly.
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POINTS OF INQUIRY

When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a
question to the Committee Director. Any question directed to
another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A
delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal
speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must
conform to the following format:
Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director.
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

POINTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE

Points of personal privilege are used to request information or
clarification and conduct all other business of the body except
Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure.
Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of
Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal Privilege if the
Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent
in the exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed
dilatory in nature.

RIGHTS OF REPLY

At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or
observer may be granted a Right of Reply to answer serious
insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights
of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL.
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS

Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced
Directive that all Sponsors
agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the
Friendly Amendment and confirm
each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENTS

Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a
formally introduced Directive that are not agreed to by all of the
Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must be the number
equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The
Committee Director has the authority to discern between
substantive and non-substantive Unfriendly amendment
proposals.
Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the
Committee Director
Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
Committee Director: “State your Point.”
Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just
concluded a substantive
speech) yield to a question?”
Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business
item)
Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical
question.)
Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not
to answer a question from Country A, then he/she yields all
remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.
PLAGIARISM
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to
plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the ideas of others
without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or
documents will have their credentials revoked for the duration of
the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.
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MOTION TO ENTER VOTING PROCEDURE

Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting
Procedure, no occupants of the committee room may exit the
Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all
doors.
• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be
tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the
order which they were introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly
Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and
voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is
put to a vote.
• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting”
are unable to abstain during voting procedure. Abstentions will
not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes
votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive
passes.
• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly
Amendments to Directives if these documents pass with a simple
majority. Specialized committees should refer to their
background-guides or Committee Directors for information
concerning specific voting procedures.
ROLL CALL VOTING
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any
delegate to the committee motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll
Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All delegates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,”
reserves his/her vote until the Committee Director has exhausted
the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”
ACCEPTING BY ACCLAMATION
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for
points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to
Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a
Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to
accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a
single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not
considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will
move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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Topic I: A Successful Resolution to the
Ukrainian-Russian Conflict

Ukrainian-Russian History and the Formation of the
Ukrainian Nation
Ukraine was officially recognized in December 1991 when it split
from the Soviet Union. Before the creation of the modern state, the
most recognizable form of the Ukrainian state was formed during
the mid-9th century with the Kyivan (Kievan) Rus. In 988,
Volodymyr adopted Christianity as the religion of his realm and
had the inhabitants of Kyiv baptized. Rus became a Byzantine
(later, Orthodox) Christian and adopted the culture as well. By the
mid-14th century, Ukrainian territories were under the rule of three
external powers: the Golden Horde, the grand duchy of Lithuania,
and the Kingdom of Poland. In the 15th century, a new martial
society called the Cossacks began to evolve in Ukraine’s southern
steppe frontier and by the 16th century, they had developed a
military organization of democratic kind. In the 1600s, Ukraine was
fractured and the territory was annexed into Russian provinces.
Ukraine remained under the rule of Eastern European monarchies
including the Habsburgs and Romanovs. In 1917, the Bolshevik
Russian revolution began, which would change the makeup of
western Europe forever. Ukraine would remain a close part of
Soviet Russia until the very end of the Soviet Union. Ukraine has
remained an independent nation for thirty years until recently
when its sovereignty was threatened (Encyclopædia Britannica).

Timeline of events

Armed conflict officially began in Ukraine in 2014 following Russia’s
sudden annexation of Crimea. In the previous year, protests
against the previous President Viktor Yanukovych’s decision to
deny integrating further into the European Union were met with
violent crackdowns by state forces on protestors. This backfired for
the President, and he fled the country in February 2014. In March
2014, Russia annexed Crimea citing the need to protect the rights
of Russian people. This escalated with border conflicts and crossborder shelling for the next year. In February 2015, France,
Germany, Russia, and Ukraine attempted to start negotiations and
broker a cessation in violence through the Minsk accords. The
accords attempted to restore Ukrainian control and they were
largely unsuccessful. In April 2016, NATO expansion began to
concern Russia due to the announced deployment of four
battalions to Eastern Europe. These troops were stationed in
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland to deter possible future
Russian aggression elsewhere on the continent. In 2018, the United
States imposed sanctions on twenty-one Russian officials and nine
companies linked to the conflict in eastern Ukraine. Vladimir Putin
expressed concerns when in October of 2018, Ukraine joined the
United States and seven other NATO countries in the running of
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large-scale air exercises in western Ukraine. Ukraine cited that this
was in response to Russia holding its annual military exercises in
September of 2018, the largest since the fall of the Soviet Union.
In October 2021, Global Conflict Tracker writes, “Months of
intelligence gathering and observations of Russian troop
movements, force build-up, and military contingency financing
culminated in a White House briefing with US intelligence,
military, and diplomatic leaders on a near-certain mass-scale
Russian invasion of Ukraine. The only remaining questions were
when the attack would take place and whether the United States
would be able to convince allies to act preemptively. Both were
answered on February 24, 2022, when Russian forces invaded a
largely unprepared Ukraine after Russian President Vladimir Putin
authorized a “special military operation” against the country. In his
statement, Putin claimed that the goal of the operation was to
demilitarize and denazify Ukraine and end the alleged genocide of
Russians in Ukrainian territory” (Global Conflict Tracker).
Many nations around the world
were horrified that Russia would
advance the aggression in this way.
The responses of UN member states
varied though based on their
political alignments. The nations
that encompass the BRICS coalition
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa) in particular are
worried about balancing their
relationship with Russia and the
West. The European Union has
come out in condemnation of the
Russian act. The United States,
This image shows the most
along with many of its NATO allies,
recent control by regions in
are providing aid to Ukraine and in
Ukraine
talks to expand NATO to additionally
encompass Sweden and Finland
(The Policy Times).

Questions to consider:

1. What is within the power of the United Nations to successfully respond
to the situation?
2. What are some plans the United Nations can present that will satisfy
both countries?
3. Consider your nation and determine what resolution would be in their
best interest.
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Topic II: A Successful De-Escalation of
Cuban Protests

Prior to the Communist revolution, Cuba was ruled under the elected
government of Fulgencio Batista. Under his rule, Batista led a corrupt
dictatorship that involved close links with organized crime organizations
and reduction of civil freedoms of Cubans. Following the United States
invasion of Cuba in 1898 and independence from the United States in
1902, Cuba experienced a period of significant instability. The following
years would be embodied by many coups, revolts, and corruption. In 1952,
the president of the Republic of Cuba led a military coup and seized
power. He placed Cuba under an oppressive military regime and closely
allied with the American government and the West. This allowed
American businesses to buy the majority of Cuba’s natural resources. In
1959, the revolutionaries that had been pushed by these developments
took Havana, and President Batista fled the country. They began to
remove all signs of the former government and killed many of Batista’s
supporters. Many Cubans cheered Fidel Castro's toppling of President
Fulgencio Batista in 1959, but the new order on the island, which is just
about 100 miles from the United States, worried American officials. Batista
was a corrupt and cruel tyrant, but he was seen as pro-American and a
supporter of American businesses. Nearly half of Cuba's sugar plantations,
as well as the majority of its cattle ranches, mines, and utilities, were
controlled by American firms and affluent individuals at the time. Batista
didn't do much to stifle their activities. He was also a staunch communist.
Castro, on the other hand, was critical of the American approach to their
business and interests in Cuba. By contrast, Castro took attempts to
minimize American influence on the island almost as soon as he assumed
office. He nationalized American-dominated industries like sugar and
mining, pushed for land reform, and urged other Latin American
countries to act more independently. President Eisenhower responded by
authorizing the CIA to recruit 1,400 Cuban exiles living in Miami and begin
training them to topple Castro in early 1960. The United States replied by
barring the export of Cuban sugar after Castro established diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Union in May 1960. To keep the Cuban economy
from collapsing (sugar exports to the US accounted for 80% of overall
exports), the USSR promised to buy the sugar. In January 1961, the United
States broke diplomatic relations with Cuba and intensified invasion
preparations. Some State Department and other advisors to John F.
Kennedy, the new American president, maintained that Castro posed no
real threat to the United States, but the new president believed that
orchestrating Castro's removal would demonstrate to Russia, China, and
skeptical Americans that he was serious about winning the Cold War. The
assault of the Cuban exile brigade began on April 17 at the Bay of Pigs, a
remote location on the island's southern shore. The invasion was a failure
almost immediately (History Channel). The CIA attempted to keep the
operation a secret for as long as possible, but a radio station on the beach
(which the agency's reconnaissance team had missed) aired every detail
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to listeners all over Cuba. As the exiles approached the coast, unexpected
coral reefs sank some of their ships. Also, the replacement paratroopers
landed in the wrong spot. After the failed attempt to take control of the
country, Castro sought an alliance between his nation and the
communists in Russia. This would lead to the Cuban missile crisis.
After the Cuban missile crisis concluded, Cuba would face political
isolation for the years to follow and Cuban relations with the Khrushchev
regime would reach an all-time low.
Since the events of the Cuban
missile crisis, the American
government has kept an embargo
on all Cuban goods. This has led to
little economic development in
Cuba over the last sixty years. The
U.S. would stick to this policy of
isolating Cuba until December 2014,
when the Obama Administration
announced a new policy of
diplomatic and economic
engagement. The European Union
accuses Cuba of “continuing flagrant
Diagram describing the placement violation of human rights and
of Soviet missiles in Cuba
fundamental freedoms”. Cuba has
a growing relationship with the People’s Republic of China and Russia.
According to the Human Rights Watch, dissent and public criticism in
Cuba are suppressed and punished by the Cuban government. Beatings,
public shaming, travel restrictions, short-term incarceration, fines, online
harassment, surveillance, and loss of employment are among tactics used
against critics. Miguel Dáz-Canel was elected president of Cuba in
October 2019 with over 97 percent of the vote in the National Assembly.
The government's human rights stance has remained relatively
unchanged under his leadership. Critics continue to be arbitrarily
detained and harassed. Cuba has used Decree-Law 370/2018, which went
into force in July 2019 which severely restricts free expression, to jail,
penalize, and harass dissidents under his rule. The Cuban government
justifies this law by citing national security concerns (Human Rights
Watch).
On July 11th, 2021, Cuba saw the largest revolt that it had seen in
decades. Cubans that had been fed up with lack of medicine, food
shortages, long power outages, worsening inflation, and the coronavirus
pandemic led this protest. The protests were met with heavy police
resistance and
often violent force. The government
encouraged pro-government and procommunist party protests to take place
where the anti-ones were, and they
clashed (BBC News). The Cuban
government led by Miguel Diaz-Canel,
who had succeeded Raul Castro after his
retirement, put out a statement that
condemned the US and the protestors,
calling them “shameful delinquents” who
were trying to “fracture”
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the country’s communist revolution. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
stated “today, democracies around the world are coming together to
support the Cuban people, calling on the Cuban government to respect
Cubans’ demands for universal human rights. A joint statement referring
to the Cuban protestors read, they exercised universal freedoms of
expression and assembly, rights enshrined” in international human rights
charters. Joining the U.S. in the statement were the governments of
Austria, Brazil, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ecuador,
Estonia, Guatemala, Greece, Honduras, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Kosovo,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Poland, South Korea, and Ukraine. Russia,
China, and Iran have warned the United States that it must not intervene
in Cuba. According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov met with Cuban ambassador Julio
Garmendia Peña in Moscow earlier Tuesday for a discussion in which “the
Russian side expressed solidarity with Cuba's government and people and
promised all-round support to the efforts towards the earliest possible
normalization of the situation”. China referenced the U.S. measures in its
own defense of Cuba's position as Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian told a press briefing Tuesday that “the U.S. embargo is the root
cause of Cuba's shortage of medicines and energy” (Guardian News and
Media).
The United Nations General
Assembly criticized the United
States' decades-long trade
restrictions against Cuba for the
29th time in a near-unanimous
184-2 vote. Zhao urged President
Biden to lift the penalties, which
were temporarily lifted under
previous President Barack
Obama before being reinstated
by President Trump. The
communist government
Free Cuba protests sparked throughout the attempted to paint the protests
United States, but especially in Miami and as a US-backed, social media
southern Florida.
driven plot to stir up public
discontent and overthrow the Cuban regime. Some blame this on the
Communist government of Cuba and others blame it on the American
embargo and the COVID-19 virus (VOA News).
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Guiding Questions

1. What is within the ability of the international community to
accomplish regarding intervention in Cuban politics?
2. How has Cuba’s involvement in the Cold War and AmericanCuban conflict resulted in its current situation?
3. Consider the causes of this recent protest. What will be the
result if allowed to play out on its own?

Other Information

An important note:
Offensive language and actions will not be tolerated in committee
and debate. Please refrain from any offensive language or actions,
or you will not be allowed to participate.
Please remember that your goal is to best represent the opinion
of your assigned nation, not your personal opinion on the issues.
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Positions:

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia (Plurinational State
of)
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Côte D’Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic

Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Eswatini
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia (Republic of The)
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic
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Positions:

Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia (Federated
States of)
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
North Macedonia
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar

Republic of Korea
Republic of Moldova
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland
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Positions:

United Republic of
Tanzania
United States of America
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela, Bolivarian
Republic of
Viet Nam
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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