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Court of Esteemed Delegates,

I am excited to welcome you to the latest installment of the University of Florida Model United Nations’ 
GatorMUN and to The Court of Kamehameha I. My name is James Bell and I have the honor of serving as 
your director for this committee. To introduce myself, I am a senior here at UF majoring in political science 
with a focus in international relations as well as pursuing minors in history and French. My career in Model 
United Nations has stretched from my Junior year of high school and this will be the fifth GatorMUN that 
I have taken part in. As of my writing this letter, I have competed at nine conferences across the collegiate 
circuit and directed both at GatorMUN and FLCS, our collegiate conference. GatorMUN holds a particularly 
special place in my heart as it was the first conference I attended as a delegate in high school. GatorMUN 
showed me as a delegate how amazing Model UN can be and I strive to deliver to you all another such 
amazing Model UN experience at GatorMUN XVI. 

Ralph S. Kuykendall, a historian whose work is cited extensively in this background guide, described 
Kamehameha as “one of the great men of this world”. He was truly a herculean figure, both physically and 
politically, over the island of Hawai’i. Kamehameha’s reign is seen as the dividing marker in Hawai’ian 
history between the archipelago’s ancient and modern history. It was largely under the reign of Kamehameha 
that Hawai’i was first exposed to the outside influences of Europeans and began to modernize its society. 
Kamehameha has called together this court of his family, friends, and allies to assist him in governing his 
kingdom through these changing times. He is trusting these individuals to advise him in matters ranging 
from war, to social change, to setting policy for interaction with European arrivals and the empires from 
whence they hail.

The King’s Court will find Hawai’i on the brink of a new age at the start of committee. Kamehameha desires 
to create a truly unprecedented kingdom that will encompass the whole of the archipelago for his dynasty 
to reign over. He also has visionary social reforms that he wants enacted throughout his kingdom. The 
king expects that the members of his hand-picked court will work cooperatively to these ambitious ends. 
In many ways, Kamehameha’s rule is Hawai’i’s first foray into recognition on the international stage, and 
Kamehameha wants his kingdom to put its best foot forward. This background guide will seek to outline 
the necessary information that you will need to know about the history of Hawai’i’s past so that you can 
best work to forge a bright future for the islands. That said, I also highly encourage all of you to do research 
of your own beyond this background guide, both on your specific position and on the period as a whole. 
Position papers will be required for this committee. I highly recommend that you bring a hard copy of 
your paper to ensure that we receive it. If you have any questions about your position, about Hawai’i, or 
about this committee in general, please don’t hesitate to send them to info@gatormun.org.

I look forward to working with all of you this January.
Mahalo, makemake au e hālāwai me’oe,

James Bell
Crisis Director, The Court of Kamehameha I



3Rules of Procedure
Quorum
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quorum for that 
session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are physically present. Quorum will be assumed 
consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or 
“Present and Voting.”

ompany any motion for a Moderated Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time, a delegate may also specify 
a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking Time. These designated questions 
or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time (in the case of a question) limits, but these 
are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to Set Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires 
a simple majority. Any delegate may make this motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the 
Speaking Time.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a Moderated Caucus
This motion must include three specifications

a. Length of the Caucus
b. Speaking Time. and
c. Reason for the Caucus

During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Director. Delegates will 
raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree of decorum throughout a 
Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple majority to pass.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an Unmoderated 
Caucus
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, delegates may get up 
from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple majority to pass. The length of 
an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis committee should not exceed fifteen minutes. 

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed (i.e. Lunch). This motion re-
quires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse this motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of the committee until 
next year’s conference.

Points of Order
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
    a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
    b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
    c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.
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Points of Inquiry
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Committee Director. Any 
question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the delegate has finished speaking 
on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal speech forfeits any 
further questioning time. The question must conform to the following format:
 Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee Director.
 Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
             Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
 Committee Director: “State your Point.”
 Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a substantive speech)  
          yield to a question?”
 Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
            Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
             Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)
           Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from Country A, then 
he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct all other business of 
the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal 
Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the exercise has been 
violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a Right of Reply 
to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The Director has the ABSOLUTE 
AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. 
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their complaint to any member of the Secretariat.

Directives
Directives act as a replacement for Draft Resolutions when in Crisis committees, and are the actions that the 
body decides to take as a whole. Directives are not required to contain operative or preambulatory clauses. A 
directive should contain:
    a. The name(s) of the author(s),
    b. A title, and
    c. A number of signatories/sponsors signatures’ necessary to introduce, determined by the Director
A simple majority vote is required to introduce a directive, and multiple directives may be introduced at 
once. Press releases produced on behalf of the body must also be voted on as Directives. 

Friendly Amendments
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Sponsors agree to in writ-
ing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and confirm each Sponsor’s agreement 
both verbally and in writing.
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Unfriendly Amendments
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive that are not agreed 
to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly Amendment, the Unfriendly 
Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The Committee Director 
has the authority to discern between substantive and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.

Plagiarism
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the 
ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or documents will have their creden-
tials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.

Crisis Notes
A crisis note is an action taken by an individual in a Crisis committee. Crisis notes do not need to be intro-
duced or voted on, and should be given to the Crisis Staff by sending the notes to a designated pickup point 
in each room. A crisis note should both be addressed to crisis and have the delegate’s position on both the 
inside and outside of the note. 

Motion to Enter Voting Procedure
Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of the committee room 
may exit the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee Room from the outside. A 
member of the Dias will secure all doors.

• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were introduced. Any 

Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon before the 
main body of the Directive as a whole is put to a vote.

• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain during voting proce-
dure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes votes, 4 no votes, 
and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.

• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these documents pass 
with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to their background guides or Committee 
Directors for information concerning specific voting procedures.

Roll Call Voting
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee motions for a 
Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All delegates must vote: “For,” 
“Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.” During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her 
vote until the Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Accepting by Acclamation
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is 
requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a Directive will pass without 
opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a single 
delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the commit-
tee will move directly into a Roll Call Vote. 
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The Hawai’ian Archipelago is an extremely remote chain of volcanic islands in the central and northern 
Pacific Ocean. Geographically, it is the most isolated of the greater island chains of the Pacific. These islands 
are the southwestern end of the Hawai’i-Emperor Seamount, a mountain chain that extends for almost 2,000 
miles from the eastern tip of the Puna coast on the island of Hawai’i to the Northwest.1 They were all formed 
by volcanic activity of a geological hotspot under the islands. Since their formation, the islands have become 
home to flora and fauna, including many species unique to the islands. 

The Hawai’ian Archipelago is made up of eight main islands: Hawai’i, Maui, Molokai, Kaho’olawe, Lāna’i, 
Oahu, Kaua’i, and Ni’ihua. Seven of these islands are inhabited, with Kaho’olawe remaining barren and 
uninhabited. Despite being in the tropics, the islands enjoy a more subtropical climate with a temperature 
regulated by the colder waters of the Pacific. In the warmest months temperatures average around 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit; the colder months reliably hover around 70 degrees Fahrenheit.2 This climate has led to the 
Hawai’ians to divide the year into two seasons: the warm season of Kau (roughly corresponding to May 
through October) and the cooler season of Ho’o’ilo (roughly corresponding to November through April).3  
The highest peaks on the island of Hawai’i even see snowfall in the winter months. Rain is most common 
on the windward sides of all the islands, although storms from the South are known to occasionally provide 
rainfall to the leeward coasts. Rain is rather consistent throughout the year; however, winter is considered to 
be the particularly rainy season.2

The native Hawai’ians first arrived to these islands between 
1100 and 1300 CE, most likely originating in Tahiti. It has 
been theorized that there may have been earlier inhabitants of 
the islands from elsewhere in the South Pacific. The period of 
migration that brought people to the Hawai’ian Archipelago 
between 900 and 700 years ago is referred to by historians as 
“the Long Voyages.”2 During this period it is thought that the 
routes from the Hawai’ian Islands to the rest of Polynesia were 
well known and well-traveled. However, for unknown reasons, 
this communication between Hawai’ians and their southern 
neighbors ended at some point and the Hawai’ian Archipelago 
remained in isolation from the rest of the world until the 
arrival of the first Europeans, Captain James Cook and his 
expeditionary crew, arrived in 1778. 

Historians consider “ancient Hawai’i” to be the period before the rise to prominence of Kamehameha I on 
Hawai’i. During these centuries of isolation from the outside world, the Hawai’ians developed a culture that 
was unique. The islands were divided up into quarreling kingdoms. These were ruled by a noble chiefly class 
known as the ali’i and a secondary caste of priests known as the kāhuna. Ancient Hawai’ian society was 

The Archipelago

Ancient Hawai’ian 
Culture and Society

Figure 1: A satellite image of the Hawai’ian Archi-
pelago showing the eight main islands.
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surprisingly similar to that of feudal Europe. The ali’is and their fiefs feuded often and Hawai’ian society was 
tumultuous. Alliances were often made and broken along familial lines. 

Land was distributed in a system of lords and 
vassals that has endured into the time of this 
committee. The ruler of an entire island took 
on a king-like role and the title of Ali’i ‘Ai 
Moku, or “Island Chief ”. Islands were divided 
into districts known as moku. Command of 
these could be awarded by the Ali’i Nui to 
trusted allies and supporters. These lieutenants 
could then divide their lands among different 
clans and factions within them and they 
could in turn make further subdivisions as 
they saw fit. Anyone who owned land in the 
Hawai’ian Archipelago could therefore trace 
their allotment of land all the way up to the 
Ali’i Nui himself. Land was typically given in 
long swathes that included access to the sea, 
coastal plains, forests, and volcanic slopes. This 
ensured that all who received land could live 
self-sufficiently, being able to find all necessary 

resources needed in the diverse environments included in land allocations.4

Two aspects of Hawai’ian life were ever-present in the daily lives of ancient Hawai’ians. These are the sea 
and traditional Hawai’ian religion. Religion in ancient Hawai’i will be discussed later in its own section. 
The sea was central to Hawai’ian society as it was a source of food, medicine, materials, transportation, 
and recreation. In addition to being master fishermen, Hawai’ians also cultivated fish of their own in an 
advanced system of aquaculture that trapped fish in fishing ponds.5 Hawai’ians traded and traveled between 
the islands on outrigger canoes. These were powered by both wind and oars. Larger canoes were constructed 
of two smaller canoes and often even included a hut-like structure that was built to straddle the two canoes 
and hold them together.8 

The Hawai’ian diet was generally rather limited due to 
the isolation of the islands. The sea provided for much in 
the way of meat and protein. All domesticated terrestrial 
animals on Hawai’i were raised for their meat. These were all 
brought to the islands by migrants during the Long Voyages 
and included chickens, pigs, and dogs (known as poi dogs).3 
Primarily, Hawai’ians consumed fruits and vegetables which 
they cultivated on farms. Crops that ancient Hawai’ians 
cultivated included bananas, breadfruit, and sugarcane. 
The crop of the most importance was taro. This is because 
taro can be cooked and pounded into the staple food of the 
ancient Hawai’ian Archipelago, poi. Poi is made by baking 
taro stalks in underground ovens and pounding them 
into a thick paste. Taro was cultivated in enclosures built 
by farmers called taro pits that were irrigated by flowing 
streams of fresh water from the mountains.3 

Figure 2: A map of the Hawai’ian Archipelago with a focus on the island 
of Hawai’i, showing its division into 6 lesser moku districts. Each of 

these is presided over by an ali’i appointed by the island’s ali’i ‘ai moku.

Figure 3: Taro stalks growing in a taro pit. The base of 
these stalks is a starchy root called the corm. This is the 

part of the plant that is baked and pounded into poi.
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The Hawai’ian language has no system of writing; however, a vibrant oral tradition was used to keep the 
history and mythology of the Hawai’ians alive. Much of this oral tradition is passed down as poetry or 
traditional songs and chants (mele).2 These could convey genealogies, traditional lore (such as the exploits of 
the hero Maui and other kupua), and accounts of battles. These songs and poems were often accompanied 
by hula. The traditional Hawai’ian hula dance was a religious exercise, performed by well-trained dancers in 
order to invoke the goddess Laka in assisting with the retelling of the story being related.3 

Probably the most confusing aspects of Hawai’ian culture to one not familiarized with it are Hawai’ian 
marital practices and social castes. Hawai’i, similar to contemporary European society, was stratified into 
social castes, and it was very difficult to advance one’s noble pedigree from their position at birth. The 
highest of these social castes were the ali’is and the kahunas. “Ali’i” is a very general term that basically 
described anyone who owned land and later subdivided and parceled this land off to lower vassals. It was 
also a genderless term and Hawai’ian history tells about important chiefs of both genders. Because of this, 
ancient Hawai’i was not nearly so patriarchal a society as could be found in many other contemporary 
cultures in that female leadership was not uncommon.6 There were many different ranks of ali’i depending 
on how much land they controlled and how many vassals received land from them directly or indirectly. The 
kahunas were a priestly class whose social standing stood somewhere between the greater and lesser ali’is. 
They maintained the temples and performed religious services and sacrifices to the gods.3 

What follows is the maka’āinana, the commoners. These were people who received land from an ali’i 
and worked the land directly rather than subdividing it further between more vassals.7 “Ke maka’āinana”  
translates roughly to “the people of the land”, denoting that they worked the fields. This social caste included 
most Hawai’ians and was populated by farmers, weavers, fishermen, bird catchers, artisans, and canoe 
builders. These people could be called upon by an ali’i to dedicate some of their time towards working on 
some sort of public works project like temples or roads. They could also be subject to taxes by an ali’i who 
lorded over them. Some historians have argued that there was an additional social caste (the kauwā) below 
the commoners made up of an enslaved population that was exploited for their labor.3 The existence of this 
population and its pervasiveness is widely disputed and so, for the terms of this committee, should not be 
viewed as historically valid.

Marriage was one of the few ways in which one could hope to advance their social status. Hawai’ian marriage 
tradition has very few restrictions that one could expect to find in other cultures. Because of this, powerful 
families often engaged in polygamy and incest to keep power centralized within the family. Essentially 
anything greater than first-order incest (marriage between siblings or a parent and child) was tolerated.3 
This has led to historians uncovering genealogies in which powerful ali’i were born more inbred than the 
children of the Austrian Hapsburg family, a European noble family infamous for inbreeding to maintain the 
family’s control over its territorial holdings. Marriage was a possible means for social mobility most widely 
used by those of the ali’i class. A more common practice of social climbing practiced by the maka’āinana was 
adoption. If a maka’āinana man or woman could get a low-ranking ali’i to adopt one of their children, the 
odds that the child and his or her descendants could be upwardly socially mobile increased greatly.6
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The religion practiced throughout ancient Hawai’i worshipped gods that presided over different aspects of 
nature and Hawai’ian culture. There were four main gods who were venerated by ancient Hawai’ians:2

Kāne
• God of fertility and creation
• Venerated more highly than any other god
• Worshiped as a benevolent creator

Kū 
• God of war and conquest
• Rituals venerating Kū could include human sacrifice
• Personal patron of King Kamehameha

Lono
• God of rain and agriculture
• Husband of the hula goddess Laka

Kanaloa
• God of sorcery and the afterlife 
• Seen as the opposite of Kāne

In addition to these four, there were several minor deities who were worshipped throughout ancient Hawai’i 
that had more specific areas of veneration. Some of these include the aforementioned Laka, goddess of the 
hula; Pele, goddess of fire and volcanoes; and Poli’ahu, goddess of snow and ice. Religious services in ancient 
Hawai’i were held in a temple complex called a heiau. Inside of one such temple complex, one could expect 
to find an altar dedicated to whichever god or gods that particular heiau served as well as living spaces to 
house a kāhuna who would serve as the priestly keeper of the temple.3 

Perhaps the most important aspect of ancient Hawai’ian religion was the kapu system. This was a system 
of religious laws that governed social activities in ancient Hawai’i. The kapus (sometimes alternatively 
transliterated as tapu or tabu) dictated what was acceptable throughout many aspects of daily life from 
food preparation to religious services. One example of a particularly pervasive kapu stated that men are 
prohibited from eating in the company of women. As the ali’i were viewed as being descendants of the gods, 
they were able to create new kapus that could be either permanent or temporary. For example, an ali’i can 
place a kapu on a person or thing, effectively extending his protection over it. Breaking a kapu is seen as an 
offense against both the gods and the ali’i. Such crimes are often punishable by death.8 

Hawai’ians understand their connection to the gods through stories such as creation myths and other 
traditional lore as well as through the concept of mana. To ancient Hawai’ians, mana (which translates most 
directly to “power” in English) was the spiritual energy that flowed through all things, living and inanimate, 
and gave them life force. It came directly from the gods and could be more concentrated in certain people 
or places.8 To say that someone was of great mana meant that they had an abundance of a divine life force 
which made them stronger, mentally sharper, and spiritually closer to the gods. Mana could be won and lost 

Religion in Ancient Hawai’i

Figure 4: An idol of the war god Kū. 
Idols were either carved of wood or 

made of feathers, as is seen in the idol 
pictured above.
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in a system not unlike that of karma. Good deeds, bravery, religious devotion, and success in battle would be 
smiled upon by the gods, while deceit, betrayal, and ill-will could result in the gods diminishing one’s mana.

The Hawai’ian Archipelago remained in complete isolation from the outside world from the time that 
communication with their southern cousins ceased after the end of the Long Voyages period. This isolation 
came to an end very much by accident when British explorer Captain James Cook first caught sight of 
the islands in 1778. Cook was embarking on his third great expedition at the time, in command of two 
ships: HMS Discovery and HMS Resolution. While in transit from the Society Islands to explore the Pacific 
Northwest, Alaska, and Siberia, Cook first laid eyes on the western island of Kaua’i. The expedition dropped 
anchor and traded with the natives. The Hawai’ians were very excited to trade for the exotic materials 
brought by the Europeans. Namely purified metals such as iron and steel were of particular interest to the 
natives. The commander of the Discovery remarked in his journal: “This is the cheapest market I ever yet 
saw, a moderate sized Nail will supply my Ships Company very plentifully with excellent Pork for the Day…”9 
The Hawai’ians only possessed iron in very small quantities as they knew nothing of how to smelt and purify 
the metal. Some historians have argued that what small pieces of iron the Hawai’ians did have may have 
drifted from Japan or China.10

After remaining at Kaua’i and Ni’ihau for about six weeks, 
the expedition continued northward towards their intended 
destination. Before leaving, Cook recorded in his journals that 
he had named the archipelago “the Sandwich Islands”, after 
the Earl of Sandwich who served as the current Lord of the 
Admiralty.11 This is the name that the islands were known by 
throughout Europe and its colonies well into the 19th Century. 
Early European attempts to spell and pronounce “Hawai’i” 
usually can be found to resemble “Ohwyee” (pronounced “oh-
WHY-ee”).

Eight months later, the Resolution and Discovery returned 
southward to spend the winter in the newly discovered 
archipelago where they could avoid the frigid winter of the 
Bering Sea and allow for traveling scientists and cartographers 
to observe the islands. Upon their return, the ships docked off 
the northern coast of Maui. There, they met the ali’i ‘ai moku 
of Maui, Kahekili. No landing party was sent ashore on Maui; 
however, the ships did take on a fresh supply of food and 
water from natives who paddled out to meet the ships in their 
canoes.2 After trading, the expedition continued further south 
towards Hawai’i.

The expedition decided to circumnavigate the island of Hawai’i, which they did over the following two 
months. Beginning off the northern coast of Kohala, the ships sailed clockwise around the island. This 

The Voyages of Captain Cook 
and the First Foreigners

Figure 5: A portrait of Captain Cook painted by Sir 
Nathaniel Dance-Holland.



11
continued until January 17th, 1779, when the expedition arrived Kealakekua Bay on the Kona coast. 
There, they were introduced to Kalani’ōpu’u, ali’i ‘ai moku of Hawai’i, and his retinue, among which was 
Kalani’ōpu’u’s nephew, a young Kamehameha. Cook’s entourage arrived at Kealakekua Bay during the 
Makahiki, a months-long annual festival honoring the rain god Lono.3 Nearly all historical accounts indicate 
that the Hawai’ians thought that Cook was an incarnation of Lono and that his men were demigods (kupua). 
Therefore, the sailors were treated lavishly and Cook was invited to take part in sacred rituals on shore.12 

The Resolution and Discovery remained in Kealakekua Bay for two weeks. After which they continued 
northward around the island; however their progress came to a sudden halt when the ships were caught 
in a winter storm off the western coast of Kohala and the Resolution’s mast was damaged.2 It was decided 
that they would return to their former landing at Kealakekua for repairs. Upon their return, the Hawai’ians 
were noticeably more skeptical of the sailors than on their first visit. During the time since their departure 
Makahiki had concluded, and now the Hawai’ians were confused as to why Lono had returned. Nonetheless, 
the ships were repaired and the Europeans took on more provisions that they traded with the natives for.

Relations remained amicable until shortly before the expedition was set to leave again, the sailors awoke to 
find that a small cutter had been stolen from the Discovery. Cook decided to employ a tactic that had been 
successful in amending similar situations of thievery elsewhere in the South Pacific and plotted to take 
Kalani’ōpu’u hostage on the Discovery until the vessel was returned.2 This ill-conceived plan was foiled when 
one of Kalani’ōpu’u’s wives noticed that Cook and some of his men were attempting to abduct the ali’i and 
roused an armed mob to stop them. The crowd pushed Cook and his men to the beach where they were 
cornered. It is unknown if one of Cook’s men fired upon the crowd first; regardless, after Kalani’ōpu’u was 
handed over to the Hawai’ians and the mob charged Cook and his sailors, killing all of them in the surf. 

What followed was weeks of racial warfare fought between the Europeans and the Hawai’ians. This 
continued until leadership on both sides were finally able to broker peace. Kalani’ōpu’u placed a kapu on 
Kealakekua Bay, forbidding violence of any kind while the sailors went ashore to retrieve Cook’s remains and 
held a Christian funeral service, the first to ever be conducted in the Hawai’ian Archipelago. The Resolution 
and Discovery left Kealakekua on February 22nd, 1779, heading westward. They stopped once on Oahu, but 
only briefly as they were not desirous of encountering any more new populations of natives, and a second 
time at Kaua’i in the same place that the expedition initially traded with the Hawai’ians over a year prior. 
After restocking provisions there, the ships sailed north again to explore Siberia and Alaska.

Figure 6: A map of Captain Cook’s travels through the Sandwich Islands.
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The next European ship would not visit the Hawai’ian Archipelago for the next seven years. This was for 
a variety of reasons. Knowledge of the islands would not reach Europe until the expedition returned to 
London in October of 1780. The islands immediately gained a reputation for being home to bloodthirsty 
savages after tales of Cook’s demise became known throughout the public in England. These coupled with 
the fact that the Sandwich Islands were so extremely remote and that Britain was in the midst of fighting the 
American Revolutionary War and could not justify sending provisioned ships on scientific journeys to far-
flung corners of the globe caused the Hawai’ian Archipelago to return to its state of complete isolation that 
the arrival of Cook’s ships had only briefly removed it from.2 

Cook’s arrival found the Hawai’ian Archipelago in a state of relative peace. Save for an ongoing civil war in 
Kaua’i and a conflict between Kalani’ōpu’u and Kahekili over a claim to the Hana moku of Maui, the region’s 
kingdoms were rather placid. This was not to be the case for long, however. Kalani’ōpu’u would only live 
for another three years after the Resolution and Discovery left the Sandwich Islands.8 In the years leading up 
to his death, the ali’i ‘ai moku had become an old man, frail in body and mind from excessive indulgence 
in ‘awa, a fermented drink made of the kava plant. Whether or not he knew that his death would lead to 
an inevitable civil war is unknown. What is certain is that the old ali’i was too weak in his twilight years to 
prevent the ensuing conflict. 

Upon his death in the spring of 1782, Kalani’ōpu’u was succeeded by his son, Kiwala’o, as the former ali’i 
‘ai moku had instructed at a council in the months before his death. Kiwala’o was selected among his other 
half-siblings because he was the son of Kalani’ōpu’u and his wife 
of the highest noble pedigree, a chieftess from Maui named Kalola 
Pupuka. Kamehameha, Kalani’ōpu’u’s nephew and Kiwala’o’s cousin, 
was given the duty of being custodian of the war god Kū, meaning he 
was charged with caring for idols, shrines, and temples dedicated to 
the god.13 

As is customary after the death of an ali’i ‘ai moku, Kiwala’o busied 
himself with the process of redistributing land allotments across the 
island.3 It was at this time that the new ali’i ‘ai moku fell under the 
sway of an old and powerful ali’i from Hilo named Keawema’uhili. 
This chief saw weakness in the new ali’i ‘ai moku and sought to 
influence him so that the land redistribution would result in his 
personal benefit at the expense of some of his rivals on the western 
side of Hawai’i. These ali’is from Kona grew wise to Keawema’uhili’s 
plans and so turned to Kamehameha for help, pledging their loyalty 
to him as the rightful ruler of the island. Not four months after the 
death of Kalani’ōpu’u, Kamehameha accepted the proposal of the 
Kona chiefs and openly challenged the authority of Kiwala’o’s rule 
over Hawai’i, throwing the island into a state of civil war.8 

It has been lost to history whether Kiwala’o attacked Kamehameha 
first, or vice versa. Some historians cite that Kiwala’o’s loyalists 

The End of Ancient Hawai’i and 
the Rise of Kamehameha

Figure 7: A modern reproduction of a tradi-
tional Hawai’ian dagger. Because of a lack of 
knowledge in the area of metallurgy, before 

the arrival of Europeans most Hawai’ian 
weapons were made of wood or marlin’s bills 
sharpened to a point and laden with rows of 
shark teeth harvested from local tiger sharks. 

Weapons such as this one are what would 
have been used by the Hawai’ian warriors 

who fought in the war between Kamehameha 
and his cousin, Kiwala’o.
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began raiding farms owned by Kamehameha’s supporters first.2 Others say that the source of violence was 
Kamehameha, who had acted antagonistically towards his cousin’s rule even before Kalani’ōpu’u had died a 
few months earlier.13 Regardless, the rivalry between the two ali’is came to a head at the Battle of Moku’ōhai. 
Armies rallied by the supporters of the opposing cousins gathered to face off in battle on the Kona coast, 
not far to the south of Kealakekua Bay. Historians have been able to place the date of the battle somewhere 
in July of 1782, not six months after the death of Kalani’ōpu’u. This battle ended as a resounding success for 
Kamehameha and his forces. By the end of the day, Kiwala’o had died fighting in single combat with one of 
Kamehameha’s ali’is, his throat slit with a shark-tooth dagger.14

After Moku’ōhai, many more ali’is who were unsure of who to side with in the civil war pledged their loyalty 
to Kamehameha. Some saw Kamehameha as being favored by Kū, who granted him success in battle with his 
rival. Following the battle, what remained of Kiwala’o’s supporters split into two factions.2 The first supported 
Keōua, a younger half-brother of Kiwala’o who had always thought that he was more prepared to succeed 
Kalani’ōpu’u than Kiwala’o was. Keōua maintained control over the southern mokus of Ka’ū and Puna. 
The second faction was made up of the supporters of Keawema’uhili, who refused to submit to the rule of 
Kamehameha after Moku’ōhai. He and his supporters controlled the eastern region of Hilo.

Both Keōua and Keawema’uhili appealed to the ali’i ‘ai moku of 
Maui, Kahekili, for assistance. Kehekili was willing to support 
their causes because he distrusted Kamehameha’s ambitions.13 
Kahekili preferred to have the Hawai’ians squabbling amongst 
each other rather than potentially plotting to retake the eastern 
districts of Maui, which he had only retaken from Hawai’i shortly 
before Kalani’ōpu’u’s death. Kamehameha attempted to retaliate 
against Kahekili by launching invasions of the eastern coast of 
Maui. These were never successful because his forces always needed 
to be called back to Hawai’i to deal with one or both of his rivals 
who had become emboldened by Kamehameha overextending 
himself.15 It was clear that Kamehameha would have to solidify his 
dominion over Hawai’i before he could consider looking westward. 
This situation of impasse in which Kamehameha was the island’s 
dominant power but not powerful enough to vanquish his rivals 
outright would persist through 1786 when the first foreigners 
returned to the Sandwich Islands. 

In 1786, a total of four European ships arrived in the Sandwich Islands. Two of these were British; two were 
French.2 After several years, Europe was once again interested in making this destination an established 
port-of-call for their traders. The particular impetus for this was the developing fur trade which transported 
furs from the Pacific Northwest to China where they could be sold for sizeable profits. The Sandwich Islands 
would be a valuable outpost for restocking on provisions halfway between America and China. In rare 
instances during these early days of connection with the outside world, European sailors even sometimes 
hired the services of Hawai’ians and employed them as sailors for the remainder of the journey to China. 
Interestingly, the earliest documentation of this historians have found comes from the journals of a British 
trader in 1787 who recruited a Hawai’ian woman to be a maid for his wife who was accompanying him 

The Return of Foreigners

Figure 8: A map of Hawai’i following the Battle 
of the Moku’ōhai and the death of Kiwala’o. 
Kamehameha (red) controlled the western half 
of the island (Kona, Kahala, and Hamakua. 
The East was divided between Keōua and 
Keawema’uhili. Keōua (blue) controlled the 
South (Ka’ῡ and Puna). Keawema’uhili (green) 
controlled Hilo. 
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on the voyage.2 This woman’s name and identity have been lost to history; nevertheless, the lack of records 
depicting any such employment earlier than this implies that she is the first Hawai’ian to have left the 
Hawai’ian Archipelago and to have seen the outside world since the Long Voyages period ended centuries 
prior.

Gradually all European powers who controlled any territory on the Pacific coast of the Americas wanted 
to gain a foothold in this remote archipelago at the center of the Pacific. What initially drew them to the 
Sandwich Islands was the opportunity to restock provisions; what enticed them even further was what early 
visitors to the islands discovered there: sandalwood. Sandalwood grew naturally and extensively in the 
Sandwich Islands and was valued greatly in China to be made into luxury items such as incense. After its 
discovery, traders began to bring ships laden with both furs from the Pacific Northwest and Sandalwood 
from Hawai’i to China and profited greatly from such ventures.2 

As valuable as the Sandwich Islands were to coming foreigners, 
Hawai’ian chiefs had sizeable want for the services of these 
foreigners. Kamehameha was perhaps the only ali’i in the whole of 
the archipelago who was most intent on enlisting the services of 
foreign experts in his court. He was not alone in this; however, he 
was the most successful and one of the earliest chiefs to seek out 
the loyal service of foreign born men. Whereas other ali’i have been 
seen as attempting to forcibly impress foreign sailors into service, 
Kamehameha, when such a foreigner was to fall into his hands, 
offered wives, lands, and titles in an attempt to convince them to 
stay at his court and train his warriors in Western war strategies.2 

Interactions between Hawai’ians and European traders were not always so amicable. Often times 
misunderstandings and outright thievery and murder committed by both sides led to tragedy. The worst 
example of this occurred on Oahu, at a village called Olowalu on the island’s leeward shore. It occurred one 
night that some natives of Oahu had stolen a small rowboat from an American brig, the Eleanora, captained 
by Simon Metcalfe of New York. Upon learning that the boat had been dismantled, that a sailor had been 
murdered in the process, and that the thieves were from the village of Olowalu, Metcalfe sailed and docked 
the Eleanora off of Olowalu. After ringing the bell, signaling the ship’s desire for trade, and waiting for the 
villagers to paddle out in their canoes, Metcalfe had the Eleanora open fire upon the canoes. By the end of 
the incident, over one hundred villagers were dead in the surf and Metcalfe had sailed off, securing his legacy 
of infamy in Hawai’ian history.12 

The Olowalu Massacre illustrates the power of European 
firearms that the Hawai’ians were dramatically lacking 
in and desirous of mastering. Kamehameha was keenly 
aware of the advantages that Western technology would 
afford him and so prioritized acquiring it from traders and 
explorers who happened upon his shores. From the time 
when foreigners first returned to Hawai’i in 1786 looking 
to trade, Kamehameha gradually increased the size of his 
foreign arsenal. (In a later section, we will discuss the military 
resources that Kamehameha had acquired by the start of our 
committee.)

Figure 9: A box made of carved sandalwood. 
Traders could sell Sandalwood in Qing-era 

China at busy ports such as Canton and Ma-
cau. The wood was prized for its pleasant smell 

and craftsmen in China and India created 
ornately carved boxes and statues of the wood.

Figure 10: A modern view of the historic village of 
Olowalu.
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During one of Kamehameha’s more successful attempts to invade Kahekili’s lands in Maui, he received the 
assistance of an unlikely ally. It is unknown why, but for some reason, according to Hawai’ian tradition, 
Keawema’uhili (the ali’i of Hilo who refused to accept Kamehameha’s dominion) assisted Kamehameha in 
his efforts on Maui.15 Keōua was angered that Keawema’uhili helped Kamehameha, their common enemy 
in the Battle of Moku’ōhai. Because of this, Keōua invaded Hilo and killed his former ally, reducing the 
claimants to the rule of Hawai’i to just himself and Kamehameha. This development required Kamehameha 
to recall his forces from Maui. 

The forces of Kamehameha and Keōua met in the field and fought two battles in Hamakua. Both of these 
were not decisive victories for either side.8 Afterwards both armies retreated, Kamehameha’s warriors back 
to Kohala, and Keōua’s back to Ka’ū. En route back to Ka’ū, Keōua’s retinue crossed through the Kilauea lava 
fields. The following events present students of history with an example how unforeseeable variables can 
drastically alter the course of history. Over the course of Keōua’s passage through the lava fields, Kilauea 
erupted. Anywhere from hundreds to thousands of men, women, and children alike were caught in the 
clouds of ash and debris.16 Keōua’s forces were divided into three divisions, the middle of which bore the 
brunt of the blast. Those caught in the eruption either asphyxiated, were buried in ash, or were crushed 
under volcanic rocks thrown by the force of the explosion. This was an incredibly important event for 
Kamehameha in how he was viewed by the islanders of Hawai’i. If they had been convinced that he held 
the favor of the gods after the Battle of Moku’ōhai, it is easy to see how this was sufficiently confirmed after 
the catastrophe that had stricken Keōua’s warriors. As prominent Hawai’ian historian Ralph Kuykendall 
describes it: “What could it mean, except that the lava goddess Pele was on the side of Kamehameha and had 
seized the opportunity to strike a blow at Keōua.”2

It was at this time that Kamehameha began construction 
of the Pu’ukoholā Heiau at, Kawaihae, his residence in 
Kohala. This was to be the most impressive heiau to be 
constructed in the archipelago so that Kamehameha could 
properly show his gratitude to the gods for favoring him 
in his ambitions.17 Teams of kahunas worked to select the 
ideal location, dimensions, and orientation of the massive 
temple complex. Kamehameha called up maka’āinana 
laborers from all over Kohala and northern Kona to assist 
in the construction of the heiau. The construction was 
completed in the summer of 1791.2 This heiau would be 
of a particular variety called a luakini heiau, meaning it 
would make human and animal sacrifices as offerings 
to the gods. The heiau is particularly dedicated to the 
veneration Kū, the war god and the patron god of the 

ali’is of Hawai’i. Nearby, there was constructed a royal compound called “Pelekane”, which was to serve the 
permanent residence of Kamehameha and his court. 

The last matter remaining in Kamehameha’s quest for dominion over Hawai’i was his old rival Keōua. He 
sent two of his ali’is, Keaweaheulu and Kamanawa, to talk to Keōua in person in Ka’ū. The particulars of 

The Final Consolidation of 
Hawai’i

Figure 11: The entrance to the Pu’ukoholā Heiau guarded 
by crossed staffs, the symbol of the authority of the kapus.
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the message which they were sent to convey are unknown. Some accounts claim that they came to present 
a peace treaty in which rule of the island would be split between the two men, Kamehameha ruling the 
West and Keōua ruling the East.2 Others state that Kamehameha wanted Keōua to rule a united Hawai’ian 
kingdom with him, creating a diarchy to govern the island.15 Regardless of what message Kamehameha’s 
couriers brought to Keōua, what unfolded after is largely undebated.

Keōua, accompanied by a small entourage of loyal, high-ranking ali’is came to Kamehameha’s residence 
at Kawaihae. He was met at the shore by Kamehameha and his warriors. As Keōua disembarked from his 
canoe, he and his small company of loyalists were set upon and were mostly killed by spears and muskets 
wielded by Kamehameha’s men. A small group of historians have described this incident as “the Battle of 
Kawaihae”; however, the term “battle” is misleading as there was nothing Keōua and his men could have 
done to defend themselves. Whatever Keōua had hoped to gain by meeting with his rival on Kamehameha’s 
terms without taking the necessary precautions, the outcome was certainly not what he expected. Keōua’s 
body was the first to be sacrificed to the war god at the Pu’ukoholā Heiau.8 The sacrifice of a man of such 
mana as a high-ranking ali’i served as an ideal consecration for the heiau. With his dominion over Hawai’i 
secured, Kamehameha turns his attention westward. 

Our committee begins immediately following the death of Keōua. Kamehameha has summoned his court to 
the newly completed royal residence at Kawaihae, on the coast of Kohala, ready to establish his governance 
over the whole of the island for the first time.  Therefore, it is now important to take stock of the resources 
that Kamehameha and his advisors have at their disposal in securing their government over the eastern half 
of the island and planning for expansion to the western islands.

Concerning domestic politics, Hawai’i’s unification could use some work. During his rule of the eastern half 
of the island, Keōua’s vassals largely favored his rule. This is evidenced by the lack of rebellion against his 
rule that Keōua enjoyed during the tenure of his rule. With the death of the ali’i still fresh in the minds of the 
people, Kamehameha must do his best to rebuild bridges with the local leaders of Ka’ū, Puna, and to a lesser 
extent Hilo (which was only under the dominion of Keōua for a brief period of time after he defeated his 
previous ally Keawema’uhili, the ali’i nui of the formerly independent Hilo). Although no ali’i has emerged 
to challenge Kamehameha’s authority in the East thus far, Kamehameha and his court must work to cultivate 
a favorable image for themselves in the hearts and minds of those on the eastern half of the island. Conflict 
originating from the East is what has stymied Kamehameha’s progress in conquering the western islands 
on more than one occasion in the past; now that his government officially administers the eastern half of 
Hawai’i, Kamehameha desires to win the favor of the people now under his jurisdiction to create a unified 
Hawai’ian Kingdom. 

Militarily, Hawai’i has been the dominant kingdom in the archipelago. Unfortunately, in the critical first 
years after the return of foreigners during which Kamehameha was an early proponent of obtaining firearms, 
Kamehameha was too preoccupied with defending his territory against incursions from his domestic 
rivals to press the technological advantages his military had acquired in conquest of western islands. In 
the years since, the other kingdoms of the archipelago have also begun to amass arsenals of muskets and 
cannons, costing Kamehameha his strategic advantage. Nevertheless, the acquisition of foreign arms remains 

The State of Kamehameha’s 
Kingdom, Late Summer 1791
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important to ensuring that Kamehameha’s armies can stand against those of his rivals in the field. 

An Enumeration of the Military Resources Possessed by Kamehameha 
and his Government:
8,000 Hawai’ian Warriors

• 2,000 of these are armed with muskets and trained in how to use them.
• All are capable of using traditional Hawai’ian war instruments such as daggers, spears, and staffs.
• These are spread across the island of Hawai’i, but can be called into service by their ali’i ‘ai moku

200 War Canoes 
• A fleet of outrigger canoes
• 100 of these are double-canoes (two single canoes lashed together for increased capacity and 

stability).
• Five of the 100 double-canoes are fitted with a mounted swivel gun.2

1 Ship built in the European Style
• The Fair American
• A small schooner seized by an ali’i in northern Kohala and incorporated into Kamehameha’s navy.
• Armed with four canons and two swivel guns

To conclude, we will examine the state of the archipelago around Kamehameha’s Hawai’i in the late summer 
of 1791. Our committee begins at a time when the goings-on of the outside world matter to the Hawai’ians 
more than they ever have before. While the average Hawai’ian of this time period may not have had an 
appreciation for such political and diplomatic machinations, it is becoming increasingly necessary for 
Kamehameha and his advisors to be up to date on such things. Therefore, this final section will explore in 
brief the contemporary political status of  Kamehameha’s rival kingdoms.

The Kingdom of Maui is the closest sovereign power to Kamehameha’s Hawai’i. It comprises the islands 
of Maui, Lāna’i, and Kaho’olawe. The ali’i ‘ai moku of Maui, Kahekili, has been both passively and actively 
hostile towards Kamehameha’s governance over Hawai’i. Kahekili had been sending aid to Kamehameha’s 
rivals, Keōua and Keawema’uhili, in the decade between the death of Kalani’ōpu’u and the conclusion of the 
Hawai’ian Civil War.13 Kahekili even once attempted a naval invasion of Kohala, but his forces were repelled 
by Kamehameha’s navy in what was named the Battle of Kepuwaha’ula’ula.18 Kahekili is an old ali’i who has 
long feuded with the rulers of Hawai’i. During the time of Kalani’ōpu’u, the armies of Hawai’i and Maui 
fought over territorial claims to the eastern districts of Maui. Kahekili was happy to entice the continued 
civil conflict on Hawai’i for his own benefit, but now that Hawai’i is securely under the unified leadership of 
Kamehameha, he is a problem that Kamehameha wishes to deal with permanently.

Continuing to the west, there is the Kingdom of Oahu. It comprises only the singular island of Oahu. At the 
time of Cook’s voyages, Oahu was ruled over a prominent ali’i named Pele’ioholani. During his rule, Oahu 
had been a powerful kingdom, at one point including the islands of Kaua’i and Ni’ihau as well as the western 

Kamehameha’s Kingdom and 
the Sandwich Islands
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districts of Moloka’i. However such golden days for Oahu had passed. Pele’ioholani’s rule was inherited by 
less capable successors and a series of coups had weakened Oahu’s power to the point that it lost control of 
its territories beyond just the island of Oahu. The current ali’i ‘ai moku of Oahu is Kalanikūpule. He is the 
son of Kahekili, who initiated the coup which allowed for his ascent to the throne. Although technically 
independent, Oahu currently exists as a puppet state controlled by Kahekili from Maui. Oahu has, however, 
been becoming increasingly important in the archipelago. The natural harbor on its southern shore is the 
largest of its kind in the Sandwich Islands and has become a favorite of foreign merchants who have begun 
to call it “Pearl Harbor”. The nearby village of Honolulu is quickly becoming one of the fastest-growing trade 
posts in the archipelago.

The final kingdom of the archipelago is the Kingdom of Kaua’i, which maintains jurisdiction over the 
islands of Kaua’i and neighboring Ni’ihau. The politics of Kaua’i are rather confusing leading up to 1791. It is 
thought that an ongoing civil war had been in progress when the kingdom was first visited by Cook in 1778. 
Some histories claim that the rightful ali’i ‘ai moku of Kaua’i was a mysterious ali’i named Kane’oneo, whom 
very little is known about. Regardless, the current ruler of the island is a chiefess named Kamakahelei.19 
Some have theorized that she may have been married to the aforementioned Kane’oneo; however, this is 
ultimately unproven. What is known is that she ruled the Kingdom of Kaua’i by 1791, this being confirmed 
by contemporary journals kept by European traders who make reference to “Queen Kamakahelei”.
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The following positions are members of Kamehameha’s Court who are assembled at the royal complex 
Pelekane in the shadow of the Pu’ukoholā Heiau. They include friends, family, and allies of Kamehameha, 
who expects all of his advisors to counsel him rightly in the rule of his kingdom. All positions have 
unique backgrounds, talents, abilities, and purviews. Some of these positions may seem to be historically 
inaccurate or anachronistic. This is because slight alterations to the actual timeline of history have been 
made to assemble a court of some of the most illustrious figures of the time. As stated at the beginning of 
this background guide, position papers will be required for this committee. These papers should conform to 
GatorMUN standards (see the Delegate Resources section of the GatorMUN website) and will be collected 
online through a submission form. Should you have any questions about your position or about how to 
prepare for committee, please see the GatorMUN website or contact us directly by sending an email to 
gatormun@gmail.com. 

Ke’eaumoku Pāpa’iahiahi: Ali’i of Kona
Ke’eaumoku is Kamehameha’s father-in-law, as well as one of the five original ali’is of Kona to support his 
rule over Hawai’i. He fought at Moku’ōhai with Kamehameha and is renowned as the man who defeated 
Kiwala’o in single combat even after being injured. He delivered the fallen ali’i’s red feather cloak (ahu’ula) 
to Kamehameha,14 which is significant because such an article of clothing is a traditional symbol of rank and 
power and the opportunity to deliver this to Kamehameha was truly an honor. After the battle of Moku’ōhai, 
Ke’eaumoku offered his daughter, Ka’ahumanu, to Kamehameha for marriage to strengthen the ties of their 
families. As the Ali’i of Kona, Ke’eaumoku presides over his home district of Hawai’i where he is a popular 
figure. Kona sits on the drier leeward side of the island. While agricultural success is never a given in this 
moku because of its drier climate, Kona is home to the largest trading port on the island, Kealakekua Bay.

Keaweaheulu Kalua’apana: Ali’i of Ka’ū
Another ali’i originating in Kona who was an early supporter of Kamehameha, Keweaheulu is also 
Kamehameha’s paternal second cousin. He is married to Ululani, the current Ali’i of Hilo. Just as he was sent 
as a messenger to Keōua, Keaweaheulu is being entrusted with the governance of the most divisive moku on 
Hawai’i, Ka’ū. This southern district of the island was Keōua’s stronghold because many of the local leaders 
of the region are his relatives. Thus, there is much bad blood between the people of Ka’ū and Kamehameha’s 
government, and he has once again entrusted Keaweaheulu with overseeing the efforts to win the support of 
the residents of the southern coast. The people of Ka’ū are a proud people who have proven they can survive 
against adversity. Keaweaheulu must ensure that they remain loyal to Kamehameha for the sake of Hawai’ian 
unity as the court makes plans to expand its reach westward. 

Kamanawa: Ali’i of Kohala
The moku of Kohala is the home of Kamehameha and also hosts the seat of his government. Therefore, it 
was only natural that he would choose someone with whom he is quite close to govern it. This person is 
Kamanawa, Kamehameha’s step-father and father-in-law as well as the twin brother of Kame’eiamoku (the 
Ali’i of Hamakua). He had married Kamehameha’s mother even before the death of Kalani’ōpu’u. Similar to 
Ke’eaumoku, Kamanawa also wed his daughter to Kamehameha after the battle of Moku’ōhai. Kamanawa is 
charged with overseeing the administration of Kohala. Aside from its importance in hosting the government, 
Kohala will also be the point from which invasions of the western islands are launched. Therefore, it will be 
crucial for organizing successful military operations. 

Positions
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Kame’eiamoku: Ali’i of Hamakua
Neighboring Kohala is both Hamakua and Kamanawa’s twin brother, Kame’eiamoku. Because of this, 
Hamakua is the island’s primary producer of canoes. Kamehameha charged Kame’eiamoku with this district 
because his son Hoapili is in charge of overseeing canoe production for Kamehameha’s fleet. Kamehameha 
hopes to see Kame’eiamoku ensure that his canoe craftsmen are amply supplied with wood from the koa 
trees that grow on the slopes of Hamakua. 

Kekūhaupi’o: Ali’i of Puna 
Kekūhaupi’o was the only of the five original chiefs of Kona to back Kamehameha’s rule who was not 
directly related to him. While not genealogically close to Kamehameha, Kekūhaupi’o has the most personal 
relationship with Kamehameha. He taught Kamehameha the ways of the Hawai’ian martial art lua as 
well as how to use traditional Hawai’ian weaponry. Additionally, Kekūhaupi’o served as a father figure 
to Kamehameha in his youth when he lived at court the court of his uncle, Kalani’ōpu’u. In his youth, 
Kekūhaupi’o earned the moniker “kukui lele” or “tiger shark” for his prowess in battle. Although much more 
aged now, he is still a master in lua and the ways of war. He has been given command of the moku Puna. 
Puna, along with Hilo, makes up the agricultural center of Hawai’i, producing large amounts of taro, fruits, 
and nuts. Its landscape is what one might call stereotypically Hawai’ian: lush jungles watered by ample 
rainfall which are punctuated by lava flows. Puna is positioned almost entirely on the windward coast and is 
home to the most active volcano in the archipelago, Kilauea. Puna is similar to Ka’ū in that it is territory that 
Kamehameha has only recently acquired upon the defeat of Keōua, and Kekūhaupi’o must win the hearts and 
minds of those in Puna similar to Keaweaheulu in Ka’ū. 

Ululani: Ali’i of Hilo
Hilo makes up the other half of Hawai’i’s agricultural heartland. It is presided over by Ululani, the Ali’i of 
Hilo. Ululani is the former husband of Keawema’uhili, the former Ali’i of Hilo who refused to submit to 
Kamehameha’s rule. When her husband was killed by Keōua, Ululani and many of her people in Hilo felt 
betrayed. Once Keōua was killed and Kamehameha ruled the whole of the island, his rule was viewed much 
more as liberation than conquest by the people of Hilo. Seeing that she was also married to one of his allies 
(Keaweaheulu) and the affection that the people of Hilo showed to her, Kamehameha appointed Ululani to 
be the new Ali’i of Hilo. Additionally, Ululani is a skilled poet, renowned for authoring many meles that were 
performed with an accompanying hula during the days of Kalani’ōpu’u’s reign.

Ka’ahumanu: Queen of Hawai’i
Ka’ahumanu is the daughter which Ke’eaumoku offered up to Kamehameha for marriage after the Battle 
of Moku’ōhai. She married Kamehameha when she was 13 and since then has become one of his personal 
favorite wives. Now 23, she has become a powerful voice and advisor within Kamehameha’s court. 
Ka’ahumanu is ambitious and reform-minded. She recognizes the need to reconcile Hawai’ian traditions 
with the new ideas and culture that are arriving at the islands’ shores. She shares the same drive for success 
and authority as her husband; however, where Kamehameha has been reluctant to make disturbances, 
Ka’ahumanu desires to enact social change that will allow for her kingdom to survive in the modern era. 

Keōpūolani: Queen of Hawai’i
Keōpūolani is the daughter of Kiwala’o and his wife Lilha (Kamehameha’s half-sister). After her father was 
killed in the battle of Moku’ōhai, Keōpūolani was taken to Maui by her mother. There she was raised under 
the protection of her grandmother, the high-ranking chiefess Kalola. That is until one of Kamehameha’s 
attempted invasions of Maui, when he found Kalola and convinced her to allow him to take Keōpūolani back 
to Hawai’i and marry her, helping to legitimize his claim to the throne of Hawai’i. Keōpūolani is socially 
the highest ranking of Kamehameha’s wives. She is a traditionalist who aims to ensure that Hawai’ian 
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values, society, and religion survive the onslaught of new value sets and ideas being brought by foreigners. 
Keōpūolani sees the damage that these sorts of changes can have on her culture and her kingdom, and she is 
intent on stopping them. For the purposes of this committee, Keōpūolani will be 20-years-old; in actuality 
during 1791, she would have been 11-12.

Kapoukahi: Kahuna Nui of the Pu’ukoholā Heiau
When Kamehameha was wondering how he should honor the gods for the favor that they had shown him, 
it was the renowned kahuna and oracle Kapoukahi who told Kamehameha that he must construct a great 
heiau, the likes of which the island had never yet seen. What resulted was the Pu’ukoholā Heiau, situated 
within the sight of the royal residence at Kawaihae. For his insight, Kamehameha named Kapoukahi the 
“Kahuna Nui” (“High Priest”) of the kingdom. He is the highest religious authority in the land, save of 
course for Kamehameha himself. He must ensure that Kamehameha and his people remain in the good favor 
of the gods, lest the blessings that they have bestowed upon the kingdom be undone many times over. He 
presides over the traditional faith of the island from the Pu’ukoholā Heiau, where maintains the rituals and 
sacrifices for the gods.

Isaac “Aikake” Davis: Ambassador from the United Kingdom
Before Simon Metcalfe, Captain of the Eleanora, went on to commit the atrocity of the Olowalu Massacre, 
he had allegedly offended the Ali’i of Hamakua while stopping to trade. The ali’i vowed vengeance upon 
the next foreign ship that dared to pass through the same waters. Ironically enough, this was to be the 
Eleanora’s sister ship, a much smaller schooner called the Fair American. The six-man crew was set upon by 
the ali’i’s warriors who outnumbered them greatly. All were killed except for Isaac Davis who was spared 
for what some historical accounts have claimed was his courage in the fight. Davis and the Fair American 
were brought to Kamehameha who put a kapu on Davis, extending to him royal protection. Kamehameha 
offered him land, titles, and wives if he were to assist him in his ambitions; Isaac accepted. When this story 
reached the offices of the British Admiralty, they realized that despite the fact that Davis was working on 
an American ship, he was a subject of Britain, being born in Wales. They send a letter to Davis, asking if he 
could act as a British ambassador to the Hawai’ian government. With Kamehameha’s blessing, Davis began 
work in his new diplomatic position to assist the growing relations between Kamehameha and the British. 

John “Olohana” Young: Ambassador from the United States of America
Similar to the story of Isaac Davis is that of John Young, the boatswain of the Eleanora. After the events of 
Olowalu, the Eleanora docked at Kealakekua Bay. Young was sent ashore to inquire as to what happened to 
the Fair American, which had been noted to be missing at this point. Fearful that Metcalfe’s wrath would 
be unleashed once more, Kamehameha ordered that Young be held on shore, lest he discover the fate of 
the schooner and report back to Metcalfe. After waiting two days, the Eleanora left Kealakekua without 
Young, upon which Young was made a similar offer as Davis. In exchange for his service to the court, 
Kamehameha promised to make him an ali’i. Seeing as his ship had already left without him, Young had few 
options but to accept. Once news of this reached the newly formed State Department of the United States of 
America, a request was dispatched that Young, who was born in Massachusetts, to serve as President George 
Washington’s diplomatic envoy to the court of Kamehameha. Likewise, with Kamehameha’s approval, Young 
accepted the offer.*

* The vast majority of historical evidence suggests that John Young was not in fact born in Massachusetts. Rather, the most 
convincing evidence seems to place his birthplace as Crosby, England. However, for the purposes of this committee we will assume 
that Young was an American citizen from Massachusetts. Evidence of this was first presented in a paper entitled “John Young of 
Hawai’i, an American” presented by Bishop Henry Restarick at a conference of the Hawaiian Historical Society in January of 1914. 
A copy of this paper can be found in the Twenty-Second Annual Report of the Hawaiian Historical Society, and I would advise 
that it be the primary source used for researching this position in preparation for committee.
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Louis Choris: Ambassador from the Russian Empire
Louis Choris is a Russian artist and explorer. He first came to the Hawai’ian Archipelago aboard a merchant 
ship carrying furs from Russian Alaska. Choris remained on the island of Hawai’i to continue documenting 
the nature and the people around him on canvas. Seeing as he was the only Russian to live on Hawai’i, 
Choris received word from St. Petersburg that he had been requested to serve as a diplomat to the court 
of Kamehameha representing the interests of his home country and of Tsar Catherine II. In return for 
this doing this, the Russian government would ensure that he had plentiful supplies shipped in aboard 
Russian trading ships to enable his art career to continue as well. Choris accepted and presented himself to 
Kamehameha who welcomed him to the court. For the purposes of this committee, Louis Choris will be 25 
years old in 1791; in actuality, he would not be born until 1795.

Don Francisco “Manini” De Paula Marín: Ambassador from the Spanish Empire
Marín was a sailor in the Spanish Navy who worked aboard ships patrolling the Pacific Coast of New 
Spain. After deserting his post in the Navy, he first found himself in Hawai’i while employed to work on 
an American ship, the Lady Washington. He asked Kamehameha himself for the right to stay and live on 
Hawai’i which delighted the ali’i. Kamehameha granted him the right to stay and even land to live upon. 
Marín is most interested in seeing what different types of exotic crops could grow on Hawai’i. He has already 
tried cultivating a few crops with varied success. Upon the receipt of a letter from the Viceroy of New Spain 
in Mexico City, Marín was requested to serve as a diplomat of the Spanish Empire to the court in Hawai’i in 
exchange for a pardon for his crimes of desertion, Marín accepted and took up a new diplomatic post while 
continuing his botanical work.

Jeanbon Saint-André: Ambassador of the Kingdom of France
Despite being in the throes of revolution, France remains one of the world’s preeminent global powers. 
Although its territorial presence in the Pacific is minimal, the French government (currently a constitutional 
monarchy under the governance of the National Legislative Assembly) sees the value in gaining a foothold 
in the Pacific, as its vast expanses of ocean remain one of the world’s only remaining international nautical 
thoroughfares not dominated by the great empires of Western Europe. The revolutionary French government 
has been exploring its options in how best to do this, even considering the possibility of a military base on 
the only island that France does claim in the Pacific: Île de la Passion (modern-day Clipperton). For the 
time-being, France has sent an ambassador to Kamehameha’s Hawai’i. For this task, the French government 
has selected Jeanbon Saint-André, a man loyal to the ideals of  the revolution and experienced with both 
maritime ventures and politics. Saint-André is a prominent Montagnard Jacobin, which is the more radical 
faction of the French revolution. France’s presence in the Pacific is important now more than ever because 
in the wake of the revolution some of the other European monarchies have begun suspending trade and 
diplomatic relations with France. In order for France to remain in a position of global prominence as it 
transforms into a fledgling democracy, Saint-André must be able to hold his own in Kamehameha’s Court.
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Friedrich Kolb: Bewindhebber of the Dutch East India Company 
Much of the land across Asia that has been colonized by the Dutch has not been governed directly by the 
Dutch government in Amsterdam. Rather, it has been administered by the Dutch East India Company, 
a trading company that the Dutch government gave pseudo-sovereignty to, and also maintained its own 
military and minted its own currency. By the 1790’s, the East India Company had seen better days and was 
in a state of decline. In an attempt to reinvigorate the nearly 200-year-old company, the Lords Seventeen (the 
seventeen executives who run the company) voted to invest in conducting operations in Hawai’i. Thus, they 
have sent Friedrich Kolb to the Central Pacific to represent the company’s interests at Kamehameha’s Court. 
Kolb is a bewindhebber (executive shareholder) of the company from its offices in Rotterdam. He departed 
from Batavia and arrived at Hawai’i aboard the small company ship Zaanstad with ten of the company’s 
soldiers to escort him and to assist him in his goals. The Zaanstad and the men who sailed it to Hawai’i 
are currently anchored in Kealakekua Bay. Kolb has instructions from the Lords Seventeen to establish 
amicable relations with Kamehameha’s government to set up trade with the Hawai’ians. The products of 
Hawai’i can be traded for great profits in China and especially in Japan where the Dutch enjoy a monopoly 
on foreign trade. If successful, this venture could prove to save the Dutch East India Company. The Lords 
Seventeen have bet the future of their company on stable trade with Kamehameha’s Hawai’i. Therefore, it is 
in the interest of the East India Company that Kamehameha’s unification ambitions be successful, as other 
monarchs around the archipelago have been less hospitable to foreign traders in the past. 

Kamakaimoku: Kuhina of Agriculture
Kamakaimoku is an old chiefess from Hilo. She was the mother of Kalani’ōpu’u and is Kamehameha’s 
paternal grandmother. She has been called upon to serves as the Kuhina of Agriculture for Kamehameha’s 
kingdom. Although her more aged frame prevents her from being able to do any sort of manual labor, as an 
ali’i from Hilo she certainly knows her way around a taro pit. After the warring that has recently occurred in 
the region, her sort of expertise is exactly what is needed to restore the northeast of the island to its former 
glory. In addition to overseeing repairs being made to existing agricultural infrastructure, Kamehameha has 
expressed interest in having Kamakaimoku try her hand at cultivating new crops that are brought on the 
trade ships of foreigners. 

Ulumāheihei Hoapili: Kuhina of Canoe Construction
Hoapili is the son of Kame’eiamoku, the Ali’i of Hamakua. Hamakua is a mountainous region dominated 
by the volcanic slopes of Mauna Kea, the island’s highest point and the only place on the archipelago to 
see snowfall during the winter months. The mountain slopes coupled with the region’s positioning on the 
windward side of the island have created ideal conditions for dense forests. The forests of Hamakua are 
known for producing koa trees, the type of wood traditionally used for building canoes, in abundance on 
its steep slopes. If Kamehameha intends to become the master of the whole of the Hawai’ian archipelago, he 
is going to need a fleet of war canoes to carry his warriors into battle on neighboring islands. Additionally, 
Kamehameha has set a rather ambitious goal for Hoapili of mastering the construction of ships in the 
European style. The Fair American has proved quite useful in battle; however, Kamehameha recognizes that 
it was largely luck which brought the ship into his possession and luck could just as easily lead one of his 
rivals to come into possession of similar resources. Therefore, Kamehameha wants to ensure the continued 
dominance of his naval power, and not merely by relying on luck. Rather he wants to be able to create ships 
like that of his own. 
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Kaiko’okalani: Kuhina of Fishing and Aquaculture
Much of the Hawai’ian diet comes from the sea. Both fishing and the rearing of captured fish are common 
throughout the archipelago. Complex aquaculture is much more developed on some westward islands 
than it is on Hawai’i. This is largely due to geographic limitations that have prevented the construction of 
large fish ponds on the shores of Hawai’i. However, Kamehameha sees the unity of the island as the perfect 
opportunity for public works projects that could lead to making the necessary alterations to the coastline for 
the construction of complex aquaculture apparatuses. Kaiko’okalani, son of Kamehameha by the daughter 
of Kamanawa (Peleuli), has been tasked with overseeing this process. This is, of course, coupled with 
ensuring that the supply of fish being collected by fishing remains steady enough to satisfy the needs of the 
population. 

Pauli Ka’ōleiokū: Kuhina of Arms Procurement
Pauli is an illegitimate son of Kamehameha’s from before the death of Kalani’ōpu’u. Despite this, he has 
still managed to prove himself to his father by making himself a substantial part of one of Kamehameha’s 
most important projects: the acquisition of foreign weapons. This has proven to be the key that has won 
Kamehameha several battles against his rivals already, so therefore he is keen to ensure that his warriors 
continue to arms themselves with firearms. In addition to foreign weapons, Pauli is also in charge of 
ensuring that the production of traditional Hawai’ian weapons is not forsaken either. The most ambitious 
goal which Kamehameha has set for Pauli is acquiring the knowledge of how to produce firearms 
domestically. Kamehameha knows that if he never learns how to do this himself that his kingdom will always 
be at the mercy of the foreign powers who are capable of manufacturing firearms. Because of how important 
a goal this is, Kamehameha has promised to legitimize Pauli if he is able to gain this intelligence, making him 
a full member of the royal family. 

Ka’iana: Kuhina of Trade
Ka’iana is famed throughout the archipelago as the most well-traveled ali’i, both within the Hawai’ian 
region and throughout the outside world. He was the first ali’i to visit Asia and the Americas when he sailed 
aboard a British ship captained by Nathaniel Portlock. Ka’iana visited the American Pacific Northwest, 
Alaska, Canton, and Manilla.22 In China, he was well received by local officials and brought back several 
cases of muskets that had been gifted to him by Cantonese aristocrats. This significantly increased the size 
of Kamehameha’s fledgling arsenal and permanently cemented Ka’iana’s value in the eyes of Kamehameha. 
Because of this, Kamehameha has charged Ka’iana with overseeing trade between his kingdom and the rest 
of the world. Although Hawai’i has benefited greatly from the geographical significance of its central location 
in the Pacific, Kamehameha dreams of a day when his kingdom serves as more than just a stopping point 
for European traders as they traverse the seas. Rather, Kamehameha wants to see Hawai’ian owned-ships 
bringing the bounty of their islands to trade in Canton and New Spain. With the connections he has forged 
through his travels, Ka’iana is doubtlessly the most qualified man in Hawai’i for the job.

Kahili’opua: Kuhina of Intelligence 
When it comes to intelligence, a ruler needs someone that he can trust. To fill this role, Kamehameha has 
turned to his first-born daughter, Kahili’opua. She is the daughter of Kamehameha and his first wife, whom 
he married during the reign of his predecessor Kalani’opu’u. There are few that Kamehameha trust more 
intimately than his closest family members. As Kuhina of Intelligence, Kahili’opua has the power and duty 
to gather intelligence on his rivals to the west. Perhaps even more important, she also keeps a close, watchful 
eye on potential domestic threats to her father’s interests. Kamehameha has given her the authority to 
investigate any individual within his kingdom in order to preserve his rule. Kahili’opua and her spies are the 
king’s eyes and ears across the kingdom. Under her steadfast watch, none can conspire against Kamehameha 
with impunity.  
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Kahahana: Exiled Ali’i ‘Ai Moku of Oahu
Before Kahekili of Maui orchestrated a coup on Oahu to install his son as a puppet ruler in 1783, the island 
was ruled by Kahahana.21 Kahahana was a highborn ali’i and the nephew of Pele’ioholani, the great king of 
Oahu who had conquered territories on Kaua’i and Moloka’i during his reign. During the reign of Kahahana 
and his predecessor, Kūmahana, Kahekili had played factions of ali’is and kahunas against each other, 
eventually leading to the weakening of Kahahana’s government and paving the way for Maui to conquer 
Oahu. After escaping the armies of Kahekili as their war canoes landed at Waikiki, Kahahana fled to the 
forests and eventually escaped the island. He has since resided at the court of Kamehameha on Hawai’i. 
Kahahana has pledged himself to Kamehameha, and in return for this loyalty Kamehameha has promised to 
reinstall Kahahana as the ali’i to govern over Oahu as a part of the united Hawai’ian Archipelago. 

Lelemahoalani: Ambassador of Kaua’i 
Lelemahoalani is the daughter of the ali’i ‘ai moku of Kaua’i, Kamakahelei. Kaua’i is the most distant of the 
kingdoms and has tended to be more removed from the politics of the other island kingdoms. However, 
seeing the rise of two major opposing powers in Kamehameha’s Hawai’i and Kahekili’s Maui, Queen 
Kamakahelei has deemed it necessary for Kaua’i to maintain more regular relations with the rest of the 
archipelago. Therefore, she has sent her two daughters to represent Kaua’i abroad. Lelemahoalani has been 
sent to sit at court of Kamehameha, and her sister Kapua’amohu has been sent to the court of Kahekili. 
Lelemahoalani is expected to maintain her mother’s neutrality in any conflicts to come. Kaua’i has been 
plagued by several civil wars over the past few years due to internal power struggles. Queen Kamakahelei 
wants the coming years to be peaceful so that her islands have time to rebuild and develop. 

Queen-Mother Keku’iapoiwa 
Historians estimate that Keku’iapoiwa gave birth to Kamehameha in the late 1730’s. Accounts of the birth 
tell of prophecies made during the pregnancy that Kamehameha would be a usurper to the throne, and 
so Keku’iapoiwa sent away the infant to live in hiding with a lesser ali’i who was one of her vassals. It was 
not until Kamehameha was five years old that he could return to his uncle’s court without fear of being 
assassinated. Today Keku’iapoiwa serves the religious function as the keeper of the war god Kū, the patron 
god of her son and of the House of Kamehameha. She is a staunch traditionalist and is fiercely loyal to 
Kamehameha and his ambitions. Keku’iapoiwa also has connections with several of the other noble families 
on Hawai’i and across the whole of the archipelago as she has been a presence in the politics of the region for 
a number of years now. She is currently married to Kamanawa, the Ali’i of Kohala, whom she married after 
the death of Kamehameha’s father. 
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