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Dear Delegates,

 Welcome to GatorMUN XIX, and welcome to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Out-
er Space. We are both excited to co-direct this committee and explore this unique General Assem-
bly with you all. 

 In 1957, the Soviet Union impressed the world by putting the Sputnik Satellite into Earth’s 
Orbit, the first time any nation of the world had done such a thing. From that moment, the space 
race began, defined by the competition of the United States and the Soviet Union during the cold 
war. In 1959, this led the United Nations to create the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space. This committee was created to define how the international community could 
agree on how non military uses of space could benefit Humanity. In this committee, it is now time 
for us to look at the most common problems that the human race has experienced at home and 
decide how they shall be solved in the arena of the great unknown in the stars. 

 The first topic will concern how to implement the Sustainable Development Goals set by 
the United Nations into a policy that can be developed for the exploration of Outer Space. Since 
1972, the United Nations has been investigating the requirements of how a country could develop 
ethically. The latest incarnation of these requirements are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals to 
be achieved around the world by 2030. Amongst these 17 goals include reaching zero poverty, gen-
der equality, and climate action. Now with the looming frontier of Space becoming more and more 
within humanity’s grasp, it is only logical that we do not repeat the mistakes of the past. Thus, it 
is important that we set up goals and mechanisms that will see space develop ethically from the 
ground up, or should we say from the atmosphere out. This could be creating the standard for 
the sustainable exploration of space environments to the requirements for equitable and equal 
treatment of space explorers. This could also include ways that space exploration can help achieve 
the SDGs for countries on Earth. It will also be important to think about how these goals will be 
enforceable. 

 The second Topic explores the right of private property in Space. Article 17 of the Unit-
ed Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights designates the human right to own property. 
Despite this, the UN tasks diverse Committees of the General Assembly with resolving disputes 
and equity of property. With private Capital now having the resources to explore space, it serves to 
reason that the United Nations would have similar concerns for the great unknown. An example 
of these kinds of concerns would be the ability of national ownership in space vs. private owner-
ship space, the exploitation of those working on private property, and property exchange in space. 
These questions will require things such as the possible recognition of the right to property in 
space, as well as the standards for the regulation of that property to promote fairness and equity. 
Notably, this conversation leaves room to discuss if outer space should have the ability to be owned 
in the same sense as Earthly ownership in the first place.    

 We look forward to seeing your country’s perspectives and creative problem solving soon.

All the best,
Alyssa Morford and Eddy Gelwasser
Directors of COPUOS
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Rules of Procedure

Quorum
 A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quo-
rum for that session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are physically present. 
Quorum will be assumed consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may 
request to be noted as “Present” or “Present and Voting.”
 Company any motion for a Moderated Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time, a dele-
gate may also specify a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking 
Time. These designated questions or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time 
(in the case of a question) limits, but these are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to
Set Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires a simple majority. Any delegate may make this
motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the Speaking Time.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a 
Moderated Caucus
 This motion must include three specifications
   a. Length of the Caucus
   b. Speaking Time, and
   c. Reason for the Caucus
 During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Direc-
tor. Delegates will raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree
of decorum throughout a Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple
majority to pass.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an
Unmoderated Caucus
 This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, 
delegates may get up from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple 
majority to pass. The length of an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis committee should not exceed 
fifteen minutes.

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
 This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed. (ie. Lunch!) 
This motion requires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse to entertain this
motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
 This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of 
the committee until next year’s conference.
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Points of Order
 Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
   a. To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
   b. To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
   c. To question a quorum.
 A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.

Points of Inquiry
 When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Commit-
tee Director. Any question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the
delegate has finished speaking on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a
question after a formal speech forfeits any further questioning time. The question must conform
to the following format:
  Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee    
 Director.
   Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
   Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
   Committee Director: “State your Point.”
   Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a 
   substantive speech) yield to a question?”
   Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
   Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
   Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)
   Country B may choose to respond or to decline.

 If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from 
Country A, then he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
 Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct 
all other business of the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of 
Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of
Personal Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the
exercise has been violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
 At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a
Right of Reply to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The
Director has the ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their
complaint to any member of the Secretariat.
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Directives
 Directives act as a replacement for Draft Resolutions when in Crisis committees, and are 
the actions that the body decides to take as a whole. Directives are not required to contain opera-
tive or preambulatory clauses. A directive should contain:
   a. The name(s) of the author(s),
   b. A title, and
   c. A number of signatories/sponsors signatures’ necessary to introduce, deter
 mined by the 5
 Director
  A simple majority vote is required to introduce a directive, and multiple directives 
may be introduced at once. Press releases produced on behalf of the body must also be 
voted on as Directives.

Friendly Amendments
 Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Spon-
sors agree to in writing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and 
confirm each Sponsor’s agreement both verbally and in writing.

Unfriendly Amendments
 Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive 
that are not agreed to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly 
Amendment, the Unfriendly Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum con-
firmed signatories. The Committee Director has the authority to discern between substantive 
and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.

Plagiarism
 GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found 
to have used the ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or docu-
ments will have their credentials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is 
a very serious offense.

Crisis Notes
 A crisis note is an action taken by an individual in a Crisis committee. Crisis notes do not 
need to be introduced or voted on, and should be given to the Crisis Staff by sending the notes to 
a designated pickup point in each room. A crisis note should both be addressed to crisis and have
the delegate’s position on both the inside and outside of the note.
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Motion to Enter Voting Procedure
 Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of 
the committee room may exit the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee 
Room from the outside. A member of the Dias will secure all doors.
 • No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting 
 procedures.
 • Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were 
 introduced. Any Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Directive will be read to the 
 body and voted upon before the main body of the Directive as a whole is put to a vote.
 • Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain 
 during voting procedure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For 
 example, 5 yes votes, 4 no votes, and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.
 • The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these 
 documents pass with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to 
 their background guides or Committee Directors for information concerning specific 
 voting procedures.

Roll Call Voting
 A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee 
motions for a Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All del-
egates must vote: “For,” “Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.”
During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her vote until the 
Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing”. Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Accepting by Acclamation
 This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a 
Roll Call Vote is requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes 
a Directive will pass without opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by acclama-
tion. The motion passes unless a single delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not consid-
ered opposition. Should the motion fail, the committee will move directly into a Roll Call Vote.
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Historical Background of the COPUOS

 The exploration of space had always been seen as the pipe dream of man until the Soviet 
Union put the first artificial satellite into the Earth’s Orbit. Cold war tensions were affecting every 
aspect of international cooperation, as even the mere mention of the projection by the Soviet 
government sent the American Eisenhauer administration into a mad dash to follow suit. When 
the Soviets succeeded with the launching of the Sputnik satellite in 1957, the international com-
munity felt it necessary to begin talks about what international protocol should be when it comes 
to space. The first iteration of this was an ad hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Space. Space 
travel became a huge focal point of pride for the two Superpowers, the Soviet Union and the US. 
By 1959, COPUOS had become a permanent committee with 18 members.  Since the body’s cre-
ation, it has never really been smooth sailing. The differing ideological and technical goals of all 
sides involved has made it difficult for the committee to come to consensus on many issues. The 
conventions established by the committee are those such as the Resolution 1721 creating an inter-
national registry for objects from space or the establishment of internationally recognized liability 
for damage caused by one nation’s space debris. Many agreements made by COPUOS have been 
criticized for not being able to create enough international consensus on issues that are becoming 
more important as more nations gain the ability of space exploration.

An image from the first meeting of the COPUOS as a permanent committee in 
1959
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The History of Governance in Space

 Since the 19th Century authors of the genre Science Fiction and Horror have been looking 
to the stars to act as backdrops for their literary fantasies. This would serve as the precursor for 
the first iterations of “Space Law” which would come to pass in the 1930s and 1940s. Andrew G. 
Haley was an American Lawyer who was considered to be the first official practitioner of “Space 
Law”. During the 1940s and 50s, Hayley was deeply involved in the experiments which would lead 
scientists to eventually bring humanity to space with the corporation Aerojet. This corporation’s 
goal was to design crafts that powered newly created jet engines that could take humanity to the 
highest areas of the atmosphere and the fastest they have ever been. By 1963, Hayley was able to 
get his Magnum Opus published, Space Law and Government. The work would bring up for the 
first time several legal questions that it is now the job of COPOUS to debate and form resolutions 
on, such as the sovereignty of space and what the regulations of spacecrafts should entail. With 
Haylely being accredited as one of the foremost minds on the legal affairs of space, he is also given 
credit to be the first to predict that the Soviet Union would be the first Nation to send a man to 
Space, as opposed to Germany, who was the popular pick at the time. His writings on Space Law 
were so influential that in 1960 they became the main focus of the International Astronautical 
Congress. 

 Since Hayley’s time, the discussion of what 
should or should not be codified as part of inter-
national space law has been of constant debate. 
French Historian of Science, Jaques Arnould wrote 
about the constantly debated topic of the defini-
tion of space in his book Icarus’s Second Chance. 
He attempts to question the status of objects found 
in space as part of the concept we know as “space” 
such as celestial bodies, man made devices, or 
general resources that can be found. These ques-
tions are very important to ask as the politically 
constructed definitions of these objects within space 
will dictate how to proceed with the regulation of 
space on an international level. 
 Arnould, as a modern thinker, has also 
brought up questions in his work about how we 
should go about regulating theoretical concepts for 
the future of space travel, which will 

eventually become ethical crossroads such as tourism and ownership. 
 The creation of a space-based arm of the United States in 2019 has put a big concentration 
on the militarism of space and how international regulation can help curb it. The McGill Institute 
of Air and Space Law who are looking into finding a way to unite the world in space travel as op-
posed to allowing us to fall into the divisions that would turn into military conflict. This has been 
dubbed the MILAMOS project by the institute, which sees it as an opportunity to contribute to a 
topic not yet discussed very far in the Space Law community. 

Guiding Question
 How does past and present research into space affect what we do in COPUOS?
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Introduction

 Topic One of this General Assembly for the Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
will focus on the theme of “Space 2030”. This theme is in reference to the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, also known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Throughout the history of the UN there has been ample discussion about how to make life on 
earth more sustainable. This body will look towards advancing the discussion of making life more 
sustainable in space and what that life might look like in the future. In the short amount of time 
that man has entered into the realm of outer space, there has already been discussions of more 
permanent life beyond, coupled with an already relevant concern of space trash. These are just 
some of these issues relevant to sustainable space. Beyond this, committee conversation should 
also include ideas relating to how space exploration may advance the SDG’s current earthly ambi-
tions.
      

The UN Sustainable Development Goals

 The UN adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals in 2015 that work toward environ-
mental, political, and societal sustainability. Some of these goals include reaching zero poverty, 
gender equality, and building sustainable communities. While the goals are immense and overar-
ching, it is the vision of the UN that all are achieved by 2030. While the UN’s ability to complete 
these within the given timeline are sometimes questioned, the constant forward motion towards 
achievement is present. The goals will only be accomplished through ambitious actions brought 
forth by strong leaders. The progress made on these goals is constantly being tracked and updated 
on the UN platforms. These goals are to be looked at as a call to action for countries, promoting 
global cooperation.

Topic One: Space 2030

 Throughout this background guide, we will address how several of the SDGs have inter-
sectional interests with the topic presented. While we will reference specific SDGs in the follow-
ing breakdown, all SDGs are to be considered important to this committee and are encouraged to 
be discussed during our sessions.

Graphic of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
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Space and Environmental Sustainability

 The first set of SDGs we want to promote within space surround environmental sustain-
ability: SDG 13 for climate action, SDG 14 and 15 for protecting life on land and in water, SDG 11 
for sustainable cities and communities, and SDG 12 for responsible consumption and production. 
Much of the conversation surrounding space exploration and living in outer space is centered 
on the idea that eventually earth will be uninhabitable. However, it is due to the very actions of 
humans that this idea is becoming more and more pressing. With this in mind, the SDGs seek to 
change the outlook we have on our environment(s) to be more sustainable. It is important to note 
here that sustainability in the environmental context is defined as maintaining an ecological bal-
ance within our human growth. While outer space may feel like a way to escape our problems, we 
should thus question if our ways of existing should change in order to avoid repeating the same 
actions. The SDGs put pressure on governmental bodies to find an ecological balance in their 
policies and national consumption. Naturally, a similar idea can be put in the context of space. We 
need to have the goals of maintaining ecological balance in the pursuit of sustainability of life in 
space as much as we do on earth.

Guiding Question
 How do we live sustainably in space?

 From the very beginning of the conversation, before we discuss the ideas of what life may 
more permanently look like in space, we need to discuss what the effects of space travel look 
like now. The human impact from pursuing space travel is something that needs to be heavily 
considered in the conversation of Space 2030. The carbon footprint of any given rocket launch 
is significant. According to researcher Martin Ross, it is estimated that rocket launches account 
for roughly 1% of damage to our ozone. While this may not seem like alot, when put in context 
of the relatively few rocket launches that occur today, it is clear that with space exploration in-
creasing by both public and private entities, it will easily grow to be at a more forefront spot in 
the conversation of sustainability. Not to mention that there aren’t many discussions on ways to 
launch rockets into space that don’t rely on fossil fuels, whereas other forms of transportation are 
becoming increasingly green-friendly. The specific type of fuel it takes to launch a rocket also has 
specific ozone-depleting chemicals such as solid propellants. The proximity of substances to the 
most vulnerable sections of our atmosphere also make said chemicals more potent than conven-
tional transportation emissions. Therefore, it is easy to argue that the resources and environmen-
tal effects of rocket launches must then be weighted against any given trip’s benefit to humanity. 
The agenda of Space 2030 focuses not just on the SDGs in relation to outspace, but also how space 
activity affects being able to achieve the SDGs on earth.

Guiding Question
 How do countries weigh the costs and benefits of space travel from an environmental per-
spective?
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 Another especially potent part of the conversation of environmental sustainability in space 
is space trash or space debris. Abandoned space stations, an abundance of satellites, and discarded 
or broken ship parts are only some of the things that can make up space trash. The main focus 
of this conversation today is satellites. Satellites have represented huge leaps in the technological 
capabilities of humanity. Most things we do during the day involve some use of satellites in space, 
from GPS to phone calls. An increase in demand for better weather tracking, quicker internet 
speeds, and more advanced GPS have demanded an increase in the amount of satellites in space 
- and this is quickly becoming a major concern for many scientists. As of January 1st 2021, the 
Union of Concerned Scientists(UCS) have recorded that there are roughly 6,500 satellites orbiting 
earth, over half of which are out of operation. By the end of April 2021, that number increased to 
over 7,100. Technology is quickly increasing and along with that, the number of satellites in space. 
The numbers are increasing exponentially, and while space is big, so were our oceans considered 
once. These numbers also don’t represent the roughly 4,000 other satellites that were once in space 
that have either burnt up in the atmosphere or came down as space debris back to earth.

Image of Space Debris from the European Space Agency
 Beyond satellites, there is also a growing abundance of typical space trash as mentioned 
- discarded or damaged materials from various space stations, rockets, and satellites. This is 
accompanied by space debris of natural materials like asteroids, etc. The US Department of De-
fense’s global Space Surveillance Network (SSN) sensors currently track roughly 23,000 objects 
of orbiting space junk or space debris. These are just the objects big enough to be trackable by 
these censors (bigger than a baseball), and are accompanied by an abundance of smaller objects. 
The thing to note about these objects is that while the sizes vary, each orbiting object is traveling 
at extremely high speeds or roughly 17,500 mph, which pose a danger to any space travelers. At 
these speeds, NASA states that even objects as small as paint flecks can affect space shuttle win-
dows. It is many of these objects which are said to be one of the biggest mission-ending threats in 
space travel. Objects falling from space and remaining a significant size, while rare, can also pose 
a threat to humans on earth. All this is to say that minimizing space trash is important to not only 
the safety of space travel, but also the overall environmental balance of space. With the amount of 
satellites and related space junk increasing, it will forever change the landscape of what is consid-
ered to be the big open space of our visions, and there is no plausible way to remove or dispose of 
what has been put in space already.

Guiding Question
 How much of a threat is space trash and how would a governmental body be able to man-
age and/or mitigate it?
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Space and Economic Equality

 The next set of SDGs we want to discuss include the topics of economic equality such as 
SDG 1 for zero poverty, SDG 8 for decent work and economic growth, and SDG 10 for reduced 
inequalities. The term sustainability goes beyond the conversation of the environment. As the 
UN has been long discussing, economical equality and equity across the world (and beyond) is 
important for sustaining human lives just as much as our environment. Luckily, a lot of progress 
has been made in the world for reducing the amount of people below the poverty line over time, 
and child mortality has steadily been on the decline. However, there have also been many instanc-
es of increased income disparity throughout both developed and developing nations. Today, the 
world’s richest 1% of people  have double the wealth of the 99% below them. The opportunity gap 
that comes along with this is easily presented in the earliest discussions of who gets to go to space. 
Historically,space has been the land of scientific research and technological goal setting, mainly 
pursued by large government entities. However, with the increase of private entities having access 
to manned space flight, what may the future look like for humanity as a whole in a possible exis-
tence of more permanent residency beyond? 
 While this conversation may sound highly theoretical, it is important to set standards for 
the quickly changing environments people are currently pursuing. For the handful of passengers 
who are flying to the International Space Station in April of 2021 with the company SpaceX, the 
price of a ticket is $55 million per person. Unsurprisingly, very few people have access to this 
much money. Therefore, when moving forward into further outer space development, will access 
continue to be limited to individuals in the world who do have that kind of money? This conver-
sation overlaps with discussion about the environment and climate change. The UN discusses 
how climate change disproportionately affects developing countries, as compared to the more 
wealthy developed countries who disproportionately have caused much of climate change. Ex-
treme weather such as flooding, fires, and tornadoes related to climate change can be disastrous 
for developing countries, whereas many wealthy countries can bounce back from such events 
quite quickly. Moving this conversation forward, what will a future look like where either 1. 
Climate change has forced humans to live in outer space or 2. Humans choose to explore living 
in outer space simply of pure desire and ability? How can the UN achieve its economic equality 
goals when barriers of technology and opportunity are vastly wider in the world beyond earth? 
This committee, furthermore, seeks to preempt the conversation of what this may look like by 
setting standards now. In pursuing the development of life beyond earth we must keep in mind 
the SDGs in relation to earth, and as the economics-related goals specify, making sure no one gets 
left behind. While not every country in the world has access to advanced space technology, every 
country is affected by the ever changing world we live in both environmentally speaking and tech-
nologically and economically speaking. It is also important to keep SDG 8 in mind of maintaining 
standards of working environments especially in the unpredictable and oftentimes dangerous field 
of space exploration.

Guiding Question
 What standards can UN representatives agree on for maintaining economic equality and 
equity in space? Is space considered a laissez-faire free-for-all, or a controlled collaborative envi-
ronment?
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 Space for the Development of Peace

 The last set of SDGs we want to specifically discuss surround the development of peace, 
such as SDG 16 for peace, justice, and strong institutions and SDG 17 for partnership on the 
goals. As any UN conversation goes, the conversations surrounding universal policies of space 
travel and space regulation mostly result in very little agreement. However the SDGs provide us 
the perspective that working together is a way to achieve more peace and progress. How much we 
know about space and our ability to explore it has come very far, and most only see this ability as 
growing exponentially. Space has always represented hope for so many - the final frontier for hu-
manity. While today the UN is trying to help countries make up for past wrongs, space is a more 
or less clean slate for the countries of the world to act differently - in a more peaceful and collabo-
rative manner. 
 SDG 16 specifies creating strong institutions. In terms of space, this is complicated. How-
ever, just the same, it is important to lay down basic rules and regulations so that technological 
developments don’t cause more harm than good. As related to justice, the COPUOS must decide 
if crime in outer space works similarly to open ocean, or if it is rather something that can be more 
strictly controlled and defined. Again, while highly theoretical now, it is still important to set a 
precedent for expectations.
 Lastly, while people across the world are familiar with famous stories such as Star Wars 
and Star Trek, the UN in fact does not want outer space to be a place of violence and war, but 
rather an opportunity for collaboration and peace. Historically, many powerful governmental 
bodies have explored the ability of space to be a military defensive and offensive front, such as 
the Strategic Defense Initiative(SDI) of the United States in the 1980s. Even today, Russia and 
China have developed capacities to destroy and disable satellites of other countries. While peace 
on earth is complicated enough, the COPUOS may look into measures and standards to preempt 
space to have this outlook, if at all possible.

Guiding Question
 How can UN bodies work together to prevent space wars and space violence? 

Current Examples of Interstellar Initiatives Around 
the World

 The history of space exploration began with unmanned orbits of the Earth and has culmi-
nated now in humans looking to our terrestrial neighbors in planets like Mars. The United States 
has come the closest to unlocking the secrets of the Red Planet by landing the Perseverance Rover 
on the surface of Mars with the stated mission of investigating signs of ancient life and collecting 
rock samples to be analyzed and studied back on Earth. 
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Perseverance Rover on the Surface of Mars

 This work by America’s National Aeronautic and Space Administration or NASA is not 
happening in a void. Today India, Russia, the United Arab Emirates, the European Space Agency, 
and China all have operational satellites currently in orbit of Mars. China is currently putting into 
motion a multi stage operation that will begin with robot landings on Mars and will be followed 
by human crews. They plan to accomplish this goal by the year 2033 and then follow it up with 
more manned missions in 2035, 2037, and 2041. The beginning of these missions have already be-
gun as China has sent Tianwen-1 into space. This craft has several components as it serves both as 
an orbiter as well as having the capacity for rover technology known as the Zhurong rover which 
touched down on the surface of Mars in May of 2020. In the same window of time, the United 
Arab Emirates sent their first solo Satellite to orbit Mars known as the Hope. This the first time 
an Arab-Islamic Nation led a nationalized interplanetary mission. The United States and China 
are expected to be large contributors to space exploration based on their economic positions, but 
with nations such as the UAE gaining the resources to execute successful missions the supremacy 
of the international economic superpowers will no longer be without competition in the realm of 
space exploration.
 The modern Space Race has become less about the exploration of Space and more about 
proving national supremacy as it was in the mid-twentieth when the United States and the Sovi-
et Union were going head to head. This is evident in examples like Russia’s plan to build a space 
station independent of the International Space Station or ISS. The Station was originally built as a 
way of fostering international cooperation in the shared goal of learning about the great beyond. 
This was sealed in a 1998 space agreement setting the rules and regulations of conduct between 
the five space programs and 15 nations that are taking part in the initiative. This initiative remains 
alive as missions to the ISS from many countries are still being planned and still happening. The 
Russians have claimed it would be a breakthrough in Artificial Intelligence and take pride in the 
nationalization of space exploration for Russia. If other nations join this nationalist fervor, it may 
spell the end of international cooperation in exploration making interstellar science more sectar-
ian. The question remains to be unanswered as to how this will affect exploration and what action 
should the international community take to deter or bolster this emerging attitude. This question 
is important to be answered if the SDGs are going to be applied to space.  
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Guiding Question
 How does the current state of modern space exploration affect how we need to regulate it 
in order to make it more sustainable?

Space2030 for Earth2030

 The last note for discussing the SDGs in relation to space is that progress in space does 
not exist in a void and has major effects on life on earth as well. In the context of today’s Sustain-
able Development Goals, the development of Space technology has the opportunity to help work 
towards and achieve the UN’s high ambitions. This committee can furthermore discuss how reg-
ulating space travel could affect earth’s environment, how the space travel industry can be at the 
forefront of equal opportunity in equal payment of all genders, how related technologies could 
set a new standard of infrastructure, or whatever other topics feel most related and pressing for 
today’s world. 

A picture from NASA’s first all-female space walk
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Topic Two: Property and Labor 
of Space

Introduction

 Topic Two for the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space will explore the right 
of private property in Space, as it currently stands and how it may possibly stand in the future. 
Article 17 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights denotes the human 
right to own property. Despite this, the UN tasks diverse Committees of the General Assembly 
with resolving disputes and equity of property. With private Capital now having the resources 
to explore space, it serves to reason that the United Nations would have similar concerns for the 
great unknown. An example of these kinds of concerns would be the ability of national owner-
ship in space vs. private ownership space, the exploitation of those working on private property, 
and property exchange in space. The earthly history of destructive colonialism is something the 
United Nations does not want to repeat, though this conversation must lie in balance with the 
benefits of space exploration and research that serve great inherent benefits to humanity. Should 
space have the same property laws as Earth? What are the complications and specific consider-
ations when it comes to outer space ownership of what may go into space or is possibly found in 
space?

History of the UN and Private Property

 At the conclusion of the Second World War, the question as to whether or not fascism 
was immoral had been answered by the victorious allied nations. However, these nations were 
not monolithic in their govenoring ideologies. The new peace would see the emergence of the 
Cold War, which would see the capitalist United States and Western Powers competing with the 
socialist Soviet Union. The breakdown of friendly feelings between the allies would begin to show 
itself at every meeting in which the new world order was being discussed. Despite the fact that 
the United Nations was originally brought together to prevent another war, it would still become 
a major ideological battlefield in the Cold War, with one of the first clashes coming during the 
writing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This split was based on the connotations 
of a proposed “Right to Property’’ that would be included in the document. A right to property 
can have two possible connotations. The first is that which is called Private Property. This is prop-
erty that someone owns for the purpose of using it for property. It can take the form of a privately 
owned factory or an apartment owned and managed by a landlord. Another academic term for 
this form of property is Capital, and it serves as the basis for the Capitalist mode of production. 
The other connotation property can have is that of personal property. These are the things you 
own and use to survive, such as your car or house. The eventual language of Article 17 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights would signal compromise between the pro-private property 
United States and the anti-property Soviet Union. The first part of the article states, “ Everyone 
has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.” The terms “...as well as 
in association with others” refers to the Soviet Economic practice of agriculture and industry be-
ing practiced in State owned collectives allowing their economic system leeway in a body trying 
to make headway in enshrining the right of property as part of the basis for international human 
rights standards. 
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Guiding Question
 Should there be more of an emphasis on protecting Private Property or Personal Property 
in space? 

 This would not be the end of international splits of ideology on what is considered a hu-
man right. During the 1950s began the drafting of two documents, the International Convention 
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Convention on Economic, Social, 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) written to further enumerate what constitutie a human right. All 
together the UDHR, ICCPR, and ICESCR would form the International Bill of Human Rights. It 
was initially proposed that these documents have provisions which would further enshrine the 
right of Private Property into international law. At the time these documents were being drafted, 
relations between the United States and the Soviet Union, as well as each side’s allies, were dete-
riorating quickly. At this point there was no longer room for compromise and it was decided that 
the issue would not even be touched upon. The only mention of Property in the two documents 
are twin articles that lists property, among many others, as a factor one can not use for discrimi-
nation. These documents were ratified in 1966.

Left: A Soviet Poster from 1968 condemning American capitalism and private property. The Text reads “If this is 
freedom, then what is prison? ; Right: An American pamphlet from1959 making the case for Capitalism calling it “A 
story of improvement”  
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Guiding Question
 If the United Nations did not feel the need to further enumerate on the importance of the 
right of Property on Earth, how important does that make it in Space? 

 By 1989, Communist power in the world was dwindling significantly. One by one, so-
cialist nations in the Eastern Bloc were succumbing to popular movements to restructure their 
government, symbolized by the Fall of the Berlin Wall in 1990. The Soviet Union, itself struggling 
financially after the implementation of failing economic reforms, was losing allies and political 
leverage in the United Nations leaving the United States confident enough to propose Resolution 
45/98 finally putting a pin point on the right of property being defined as “(a) personal property, 
including the residence of one’s self and family; (b) economically productive property, including 
property associated with agriculture, commerce and industry”. With the socilaist world crum-
bling, the resolution passed and to many is seen as the unfinished business of the International 
Bill of Rights. 

Guiding Question
 If the right of property could only be ensured after the death of global mainstream social-
ism, is capitalism the ideology which should be implemented with further exploration of space? 
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The Benefits of Collectively Owned Space

 Though certain private property protocols are still unclear, historically speaking, there are 
historic precedents for how collectively owned space is beneficial to the advancement of space 
technology and space exploration. The most prominent example of this is the International Space 
Station (ISS). It was the collective efforts of 15 countries and 5 different space agencies over a 
10 year period of time to complete the ISS. Though the effort to build the ISS was idealized and 
pursued most strongly by the American government starting during the Reagan administration, 
today 19 countries have used the ISS to begin and continue scientific study. Notably, the station 
is divided into two governmental components, as the US and various other governments oper-
ate the US Orbital Segment and Russia operates the second Russian Orbital Segment. While this 
separation remains, it nonetheless takes collective cooperation to maintain proper functioning 
of the ISS. With this in mind, Russia has stated plans to focus on a singular space station of its 
own and to possibly leave the ISS after 2024. For this to occur, it is plausible the ISS would con-
tinue being a US-lead but collectively internationally used scientific mission. The ISS has been in 
continual orbit for over 20 years now and in that time has been a major factor in helping many 
countries build their spatial prowess. There is precedent to say that many of the things we know 
now about space may not have been known without this collective use of such a useful US-lead 
endeavor. Some of the scientific research projects the ISS has been the center of include study of 
dark matter, long-term space exposure, and solar winds, amongst many other things. Beyond the 
ISS’s original purpose of being a laboratory, observatory, and factory, 2010 US Space Policy also 
added commercial, educational, and diplomatic purposes - which it has done so. 

Picture of the International Space Station, 2018

The justification behind this is that the ISS has gone as far as it can go, and many countries want 
to go much further in space exploration, in terms of the moon and mars, from here on out. There 
are no major choices that certify this as something that is soon to actually happen, but it does 
push the conversation forward in where international goals should lie. 

Guiding Question
 What are other benefits to collectively owned and operated space endeavors? What other 
space endeavors could become collectively owned and operated? And should they?

 In diplomatic terms, having a 
collectively-owned space research endeav-
or makes the race to space exploration a 
lot less tenuous. The collaboration in the 
last 20 years with the ISS has done much 
to get countries to work together in much 
more effective ways, all the while help-
ing all countries achieve their scientific 
goals. This is very important in terms of 
minimizing tensions in an ever-changing 
technological world. Nonetheless, the 
US, amongst other countries, have been 
discussing the choice to privatize the ISS 
in order to make money off the endeavor. 
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The Benefits of Privately Owned Space

 Space exploration has not gotten us to a point just yet that gives us an example as to how 
the Market Mechanisms commonly associated with Private Property and Capitalism, but we can 
rely on the myriad of economic theory that has been written on Earth to suit economies all over 
the world. The modern understanding of the Capitalist mode of production today is based on 
the work of Adam Smith and his 1776 magnum opus, An Inquiry into the Causes and Nature of 
the Wealth of Nations. The Prime thesis of his work is that the ultimate way to guarantee social 
benefit in society is if people are allowed to channel their selfish urges into production with the 
promise of profit as reward, then we shall be able to maximize resources for industrial devel-
opment. This mode of thinking was more and more accepted by the world until 1917 when the 
Bolshevik Party took control of Russia and founded the first state based on socilait development. 
Thinkers like Fredick Hayek and Ludwig von Mises would go on to condem the central planning 
of the Soviet Union, accusing it of stifling creativity and limiting the economic freedoms of the 
inhabitants of the nation. These thinkers, and those in the same school of thought, put an empha-
sis on the mechanism of competition as the Smithian concept that can serve us. Many interpreters 
of Smith’s work see competition and the protection of this economic institution as the best way to 
curb the economic institution of self interest by keeping the market naturally operating by acting 
as an invisible hand to keep the markets continually alive. These maret mechanisms have gone a 
long way in industrializing the Earth and it could do the same for space.

Guiding Question
 Are the benefits of private property just myth and if not what would they look like in 
space?            

Modern Iterations of Private Property in Space 

 Many would think the discussion of private property in space would be very presumptu-
ous considering the current state of space exploration. However, property has already made it too 
space and had been trying to do so for a long time. The slow march of Capital to the great beyond 
began in the 1980s with the Commercial Space Launch Act. This created the first kind of regula-
tion on private enterprise being able to launch vehicles into space. This would be the beginning 
of a worldwide proliferation of private space manufacturers such as Airbus Space and Defense 
in Europe, Boeing Defense, Space, and Security in the United States, and INVAP in Argentina. 
The more the market for space exploration opened up for more than just government agencies, 
the more the process of space exploration would become more and privatized. The modern state 
of space exploration is in the hands of private companies founded by today’s billionaires in the 
2000s. Elon Musk founded SpaceX in 2000, Jeff Bezos founded Blue Origin in 2002, and Richard 
Branson founded Virgin Galactic in 2004. Since this time these companies have been battling 
their way through the American courts in order to win the right to use equipment from and the 
ability to be contracted by NASA. Finally, the dreams of the great and powerful in America are 
coming to fruition as within the last year Richard Branson and Jeff Bezos both made up to space 
on rockets produced by their companies while Elon Musk having sent a manned spacecraft to the 
International Space Station. This Billionaires’ Space Race is defended on the basis that the natural 
laws of competition will push space exploration further than it could have ever gone just in 
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the hands of Nations and governments. This in a sense has been proven to be true. Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX developed a rocket that is considered to be the most powerful rocket in operation. It 
has seen speeds of 17,000 miles per hour and has the capacity to currently be contracted by the 
United States Government. Although, as with any form of private property, those who own it can 
do with it what they like and those who own this property have certainly found a way to capitalize 
in the form of Space tourism. Jeff Bezos’ SpaceX will be launching Axiom Mission I which to be 
a passenger on cost 55 million dollars. Does this mean that as the billionaire space continues to 
make leaps and bounds in space exploration and discovery will anyone who isn’t a member of the 
property owning class be left behind? 

Image of SpaceX Rocket Launch, 2019

Guiding Question
 If it is decided upon in this committee that private property is an integral human right, 
what should its role be in space exploration and eventual settlement? 

Labor Rights in Space 

 Capital is defined as material that can be used in order to make a profit. Capital can be 
anything from the ability to rent out a building to conduct business into the smallest computer 
chip needed to make a product. One of the most important parts of capital is the labor that must 
be employed in order to make something that can be profited. The position of the laboring class 
in relation to the property class has been something hotly contested on Earth for almost a centu-
ry here on Earth, so there should be no reason the issue should not be considered for Space. The 
labor question on Earth gained international recognition in1919 when the International Labor 
Organization was established as part of the League of Nations. The United Nations replaced the 
League of Nations immediately following the Second World War. In this new international body, 
it was decided that the International Labor Organization would continue on its mission of mak-
ing sure labor around the world is accessible, productive, and sustainable while still being in an 
environment of freedom, security, and dignity. Among many of goals of the International Labor 
Organization is to protect the right of collective bargaining and free association as well as to 
eliminate discrimination in the workplace, forced labor, and child labor around the world. These 
ideals are codified in the Declaration on Fundamental Principle and Rights at Work passed by 
the International Labor Conference in 1998. This document serves as a collection of conventions 
passed by the International Labor Organization dating back to 1930.
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Guiding Question
 If this Committee decides that labor regulation is something important in the further 
exploration of space, how could this be done and what inspiration can be taken from the Interna-
tional Labor Organization?   

The Question of Ownership of Resources Found in 
Space

 The majority of the guide so far has focused on the question of ownership of technol-
ogies and products that earthly bodies have or may put into space. However, another very 
important aspect of the conversation on owning space is discussing resources found in space, 
such as minerals and other biological goods. Initial exploration of the moon and other planets 
naturally includes levels of mining for scientific research. However, the bigger picture of a more 
significant presence on the moon and other space objects begs the question of much more sig-
nificant mining practices by many different countries and private entities. So far, while we have 
relatively just started figuring out what there is to mine in outer space, that has not stopped the 
grand ideation of, and the beginnings of, space mining. At the moment, lunar mining would be 
governed by the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, entered into by more than 100 other countries. That 
treaty said countries are free to explore the moon and other celestial bodies. But the treaty also 
said that outer space “is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty.” It is open 
to interpretation currently if this applies directly to space mining. Nonetheless, the US has come 
out in previous years with the Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act that pushes for 
the development of technologies in relation to space tourism and space mining. It has been stated 
that, unsurprisingly, space tourism has the potential to be a multi-billion dollar industry, and 
serve very significant benefits to space missions that need immediate resources. Palladium and 
Rhodium are just two elements that have been found in abundance in space, whereas they are not 
as abundant on earth. Under the US bill, these elements once found by US entities will be owned 
by them. Countries like the US, amongst a few others, have already begun the process of asteroid 
mining for these resources, amongst others. The international consensus on this issue is lacking, 
however. The simple issue with this being long-term industry exploitation of resources. As related 
to topic one of this committee, the capitalistic and colonistic history of earthly ambitions is some-
thing that can easily be repeated in Space, but it is up for us to decide that fate. 

Guiding Question
 Does the laissez-faire history of the UN and other international bodies have to be main-
tained for all future international endeavors, such as in space?
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The Status of Extraterrestrial Beings

 In the continuation of exploring ideas that may very well one day come to demand at-
tention, though highly theoretical, we must explore the unknown of what lies beyond - specifi-
cally with the possible existence of extraterrestrial beings. Though the creation of “alien” themed 
content does not by any means ensure that this is any super credible conversation, it is nonethe-
less important to address the status of what we do know of what lies beyond, similar to that of 
minerals in space. There is no governmental agency that currently confirms the known existence 
of specific sentient life beyond Earth. However, as of June 2021 the United States of America 
has released information regarding a historical 143 mystery objects referred to as “unidentified 
aerial phenomena ‘’ since 2004, in which the US had no explanation to said objects. Beyond this, 
though is mainly regarded as speculation, many US military service members have come out as 
having sighted unidentified flying objects or UFOs. The Defense Department of the US is openly 
researching this topic and has been for many years. This interest in spotting, tracking, and iden-
tifying UFOs is very much an international phenomena. Countries such as Australia, Russia, and 
China have all expressed interest in the report released by the US government, though few have 
released any data or speculation outright, themselves. The first-ever institute for global study of 
alien life is found in Amsterdam, however. All this to say, internationally-speaking there is a very 
high interest in the topic of possible alien-life beyond earth as it is related to possible interactions 
and/or threat to humans. No other country has been able to explain the 143 sightings of what the 
US has recently released. If these instances prove anything, it is that we do not know what we will 
find in the stars as we keep exploring them, so it would be worth thinking about what protocols 
should be put in place in order to protect or share the privately owned resources we will accrue in 
space.

Guiding Question
 What relationships should Extraterrestrials have to privately owned or collectively owned 
property claimed by Earth? 

Final Thoughts on Property on Space 

 The Current World Order has instilled in us the belief that private property is a very im-
portant part of our society. It may be true that private property may not be something we can es-
cape here on Earth, but in space we have the chance to build a new society.This committee is here 
to decide how that society should be governed and how nations on Earth can strive to be a part 
of it. One of the most important factors that has defined our history, and will define our future is 
how we choose to engage in the practice of property. The United Nations had some trouble deal-
ing with property as during its founding the socalist anti-property nations were forming in the 
Eastern Bloc. This question still plagues as we look to the stars and must decide things like how 
labor regulation would work in privately owned space, how the ownership of resources discovered 
there will be decided, and how we decide to share this property with Extraterrestrial beings if we 
encounter them. For this the benefits of the private property system and its alternatives must bbe 
analyzed so that as space exploration continues we will know how to create a more peaceful, pro-
ductive, and overall equal society in Space.    
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