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Dear Delegates,

Hello everybody! My name is Jayson Faulds, and I am a fourth-year student at the University of Florida. 
I was born in South Florida, and have lived there ever since. I am currently pursuing a double major in 
economics and political science, as well as minors in statistics and actuarial science. My interest in these 
topics emerged during my freshman year of high school, after taking AP Human Geography with a fantastic 
teacher. She used to quiz us on current events during class, and I had a disturbing lack of knowledge 
regarding anything that wasn’t sports. Thus, I started to watch the news every day, which led to watching 
political podcasts, then to reading books, and finally to joining high school MUN, etc. I have been doing 
MUN since my junior year of high school, and I have traveled to various universities to compete at the 
collegiate level.

Recently, I’ve been studying a lot about geopolitics and its influence on international relations. I grew weary 
of all the domestic politics in Washington, which I call “nonsense,” and started seeking out something 
tangible; geopolitics was the perfect fit. Unfortunately, there is not a single class at the University of Florida 
on this topic, so I have been left to study this on my own. In its purest form, geopolitics can be defined as 
geography’s impact on foreign relations. It is a framework that predicts how states interact with each other, 
based on the geography in and around them. To give a real-world example: The United States has fought in 
relatively few wars, for a country that is over two hundred years old. One can attribute this to the fact that 
we are separated from the other continents by two massive oceans. Any country that attempts to invade us 
overseas would most likely get destroyed, and that is largely because of geography.

My committee, the 59th Cabinet of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, was inspired by a book I read by 
Tim Marshall, titled Prisoners of Geography.  In this book, Marshall describes the circumstances in the DRC 
solely from a strategic point of view. He talks about the DRC, its importance to the African continent, and 
how surrounding countries interact with it to get what they want. He provided a point of view that I had 
not considered before, and he inspired me to create a committee about it! That being said, it is by no means 
required for delegates to read this work. It is a great piece of political literature, but it is more important for 
delegates to learn about the geography of Central Africa.

Delegates will be acting as members of a dynamic Congolese Cabinet. This cabinet will be set on a timeline 
that mirrors our own, meaning we will begin in January of 2019. An important thing to note is that I have 
written this background guide before an important election that takes place in December of 2018, meaning 
some of the recent politics are subject to change depending on what happens. 
Delegates are expected to do thorough research on the geography, history, internat
ional relationships, and other things related to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, so they can properly 
handle the crises that come about during the committee. Additionally, I am looking for delegates to think 
their actions through—what are the consequences if we attack them here? How will outside actors, like 
Rwanda, react if I do this? What do I want, and what does Zambia want? This is the kind of thinking that 
goes on in a real-life cabinet.

I’ve always thought the continent of Africa is super interesting, and the DRC is an important piece to this 
puzzle. Creating sustainable development in the multiple ailing countries in Africa is one of our generation’s 
most pressing issues, and I hope this committee gives you a glimpse into the heart of the continent.
Finally, this committee will not be requiring position papers. If you have any questions about the committee 
or GatorMUN in general, please do not hesitate to send an email to gatormun@gmail.com.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for checking out my committee, it will be a learning 
experience as well as an awesome time. Go Gators and go UF MUN!

Sincerely,

Jayson Faulds
Director, 59th Cabinet of the Democratic Republic of the Congo



3Rules of Procedure
Quorum
A majority of voting members answering to the roll at each session shall constitute a quorum for that 
session. This means that half plus one of all voting members are physically present. Quorum will be assumed 
consistent unless questioned through a Point of Order. Delegates may request to be noted as “Present” or 
“Present and Voting.”

ompany any motion for a Moderated Caucus. In a Motion to Set Speaking Time, a delegate may also specify 
a number of questions or comments to automatically affix to the Speaking Time. These designated questions 
or comments may also have Speaking Time or Response Time (in the case of a question) limits, but these 
are not required. The Director may rule any Motion to Set Speaking Time dilatory. This motion requires 
a simple majority. Any delegate may make this motion between formal speakers in an effort to change the 
Speaking Time.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of a Moderated Caucus
This motion must include three specifications

a. Length of the Caucus
b. Speaking Time. and
c. Reason for the Caucus

During a moderated caucus, delegates will be called on to speak by the Committee Director. Delegates will 
raise their placards to be recognized. Delegates must maintain the same degree of decorum throughout a 
Moderated Caucus as in formal debate. This motion requires a simple majority to pass.

Motion to Suspend the Rules for the Purpose of an Unmoderated 
Caucus
This motion must include the length of the Caucus. During an unmoderated caucus, delegates may get up 
from their seats and talk amongst themselves. This motion requires a simple majority to pass. The length of 
an unmoderated caucus in a Crisis committee should not exceed fifteen minutes. 

Motion to Suspend the Meeting
This motion is in order if there is a scheduled break in debate to be observed (i.e. Lunch). This motion re-
quires a simple majority vote. The Committee Director may refuse this motion at their discretion.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
This motion is in order at the end of the last committee session. It signifies the closing of the committee until 
next year’s conference.

Points of Order
Points of Order will only be recognized for the following items:
    a) To recognize errors in voting, tabulation, or procedure,
    b) To question relevance of debate to the current Topic or
    c) To question a quorum.
A Point of Order may interrupt a speaker if necessary and it is to be used sparingly.
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Points of Inquiry
When there is no discussion on the floor, a delegate may direct a question to the Committee Director. Any 
question directed to another delegate may only be asked immediately after the delegate has finished speaking 
on a substantive matter. A delegate that declines to respond to a question after a formal speech forfeits any 
further questioning time. The question must conform to the following format:
 Delegate from Country A raises placard to be recognized by the Committee Director.
 Committee Director: “To what point do you rise?”
             Country A: “Point of Inquiry.”
 Committee Director: “State your Point.”
 Country A: “Will the delegate from Country B (who must have just concluded a substantive speech)  
          yield to a question?”
 Committee Director: “Will the Delegate Yield?”
            Country B: “I will” or “I will not” (if not, return to the next business item)
             Country A asks their question (it must not be a rhetorical question.)
           Country B may choose to respond or to decline.
If the Delegate from Country B does not yield to or chooses not to answer a question from Country A, then 
he/she yields all remaining questioning time to the Committee Director.

Points of Personal Privilege
Points of personal privilege are used to request information or clarification and conduct all other business of 
the body except Motions or Points specifically mentioned in the Rules of Procedure.

Please note: The Director may refuse to recognize Points of Order, Points of Inquiry or Points of Personal 
Privilege if the Committee Director believes the decorum and restraint inherent in the exercise has been 
violated, or if the point is deemed dilatory in nature.

Rights of Reply
At the Committee Director’s discretion, any member nation or observer may be granted a Right of Reply 
to answer serious insults directed at the dignity of the delegate present. The Director has the ABSOLUTE 
AUTHORITY to accept or reject Rights of Reply, and the decision IS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. 
Delegates who feel they are being treated unfairly may take their complaint to any member of the Secretariat.

Directives
Directives act as a replacement for Draft Resolutions when in Crisis committees, and are the actions that the 
body decides to take as a whole. Directives are not required to contain operative or preambulatory clauses. A 
directive should contain:
    a. The name(s) of the author(s),
    b. A title, and
    c. A number of signatories/sponsors signatures’ necessary to introduce, determined by the Director
A simple majority vote is required to introduce a directive, and multiple directives may be introduced at 
once. Press releases produced on behalf of the body must also be voted on as Directives. 

Friendly Amendments
Friendly Amendments are any changes to a formally introduced Directive that all Sponsors agree to in writ-
ing. The Committee Director must approve the Friendly Amendment and confirm each Sponsor’s agreement 
both verbally and in writing.
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Unfriendly Amendments
Unfriendly Amendments are any substantive changes to a formally introduced Directive that are not agreed 
to by all of the Sponsors of the Directive. In order to introduce an Unfriendly Amendment, the Unfriendly 
Amendment must the number equivalent to 1/3 of Quorum confirmed signatories. The Committee Director 
has the authority to discern between substantive and nonsubstantive Unfriendly amendment proposals.

Plagiarism
GatorMUN maintains a zero-tolerance policy in regards to plagiarism. Delegates found to have used the 
ideas of others without properly citing those individuals, organizations, or documents will have their creden-
tials revoked for the duration of the GatorMUN conference. This is a very serious offense.

Crisis Notes
A crisis note is an action taken by an individual in a Crisis committee. Crisis notes do not need to be intro-
duced or voted on, and should be given to the Crisis Staff by sending the notes to a designated pickup point 
in each room. A crisis note should both be addressed to crisis and have the delegate’s position on both the 
inside and outside of the note. 

Motion to Enter Voting Procedure
Once this motion passes, and the committee enters Voting Procedure, no occupants of the committee room 
may exit the Committee Room, and no individual may enter the Committee Room from the outside. A 
member of the Dias will secure all doors.

• No talking, passing notes, or communicating of any kind will be tolerated during voting procedures.
• Each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon in the order which they were introduced. Any 

Proposed Unfriendly Amendments to each Directive will be read to the body and voted upon before the 
main body of the Directive as a whole is put to a vote.

• Delegates who requested to be noted as “Present and Voting” are unable to abstain during voting proce-
dure. Abstentions will not be counted in the tallying of a majority. For example, 5 yes votes, 4 no votes, 
and 7 abstentions means that the Directive passes.

• The Committee will adopt Directives and Unfriendly Amendments to Directives if these documents pass 
with a simple majority. Specialized committees should refer to their background guides or Committee 
Directors for information concerning specific voting procedures.

Roll Call Voting
A counted placard vote will be considered sufficient unless any delegate to the committee motions for a 
Roll Call Vote. If a Roll Call Vote is requested, the committee must comply. All delegates must vote: “For,” 
“Against,” “Abstain,” or “Pass.” During a Roll Call vote, any delegate who answers, “Pass,” reserves his/her 
vote until the Committee Director has exhausted the Roll. However, once the Committee Director returns to 
“Passing” Delegates, they must vote: “For” or “Against.”

Accepting by Acclamation
This motion may be stated when the Committee Director asks for points or motions. If a Roll Call Vote is 
requested, the motion to Accept by Acclamation is voided. If a delegate believes a Directive will pass without 
opposition, he or she may move to accept the Directive by acclamation. The motion passes unless a single 
delegate shows opposition. An abstention is not considered opposition. Should the motion fail, the commit-
tee will move directly into a Roll Call Vote. 
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Colonization
The tragic history of the Congo can be traced back to the year 1879 when King Leopold II of Belgium 
established the king’s authority near the Congo River. This territory was formally acquired at the Berlin 
Conference, which took place several years later in 1885. The Congo territory became King Leopold’s 
personal playground, named officially the Congo Free State. Despite the unassuming title, the Congo was 
most certainly not free, which is a common theme for future state/territory names. King Leopold used 
this newly-acquired land as a valuable source of revenue for his country and his personal self. He stole 
natural resources from the Congo, like rubber and ivory, and used them to make a fortune. To extract 
these resources and fulfill Leopold’s goals, the Congo regularly resorted to slavery and forced labor of the 
indigenous peoples; oftentimes this included kidnapping the families of Congolese men or making threats of 
violence. In opposition to the Berlin Act, a system was set in place where most of the Congolese land became 
the government’s property, and a mandate was made by Leopold that required all residents to sell their 
harvests to the state. This system was devastating and forced the residents in the Congo Free State to sell 
their crops to the state, which could fix prices low and didn’t have to pay taxes. Since the farmers couldn’t sell 
to other groups, the state had a monopoly of purchasing power due to a lack of competition. 

King Leopold gave away lucrative mining rights to private companies, in exchange for hefty fees and 
payments from these companies. While lining his pockets, Leopold relegated the management of these 
mining territories to these companies. He would execute the same process for arable land, where important 
Congolese products like rubber were produced. The companies that administered these territories often had 
lots of freedom, meaning they could get away with mistreating the Congolese people.

This was a system that enriched King Leopold at the expense of the Congolese, leaving a lasting legacy for 
all those involved. Any resistance was met by the Force Publique, a private army of African soldiers and 
European commanders. They enforced any sort of quotas for rubber and ivory required by the state. The 
Force Publique were particularly brutal in how they put down rebellions, and they often carried out public 
killings/mutilations in an effort to scare away any thought of rebellion.1

This system of abuse lasted until 1908 when Belgium was forced to annex the Congo as an official colony. As 
the world found out about the harsh treatment of the Congolese people by the Belgians, it resulted in mass 
global protests. Essentially, the Congo changed from King Leopold’s personal property into administrative 
property of Belgium. Although the situation improved from before, conditions were still unacceptable. 
The two World Wars arrived, and Belgium had ultra-high expectations for the Congo to support Belgium’s 
European endeavors against its enemies. This resulted in the common people of the Congo being severely 
overworked and, combined with the unstable global conditions following the World Wars, led to the greater 
volatility within the Congo region. These unstable conditions among the greater powers of the world made 
it much harder to hold on to colonies. The shifting global system, and economic woes after the world wars, 
made it less economically viable to maintain these colonial grasps. This, coupled with international pressure 
from the newly-found United Nations, led to more emboldened actions on the behalf of the colonized.

Independence
Ultimately, this volatility and suppressed emotion would explode onto the scene in 1957. A political ideology 
championed by a Belgian professor to delay independence for another 30 years was announced, as the 
Belgian state was in favor of a slow and gradual process of decolonization. This definitely could have been 

History of Modern DRC
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seen as a last-ditch effort to maintain control of the Congo and the profits that came with it for a few more 
decades. This ideology was met with resistance, and a group named the Alliance des Bakongo (ABAKO) 
took a more nationalist stance. Nationalist sentiment grew strong enough that it could no longer be ignored 
by Belgium, as Congolese political parties started to resort to militant tactics as a form of protest/resistance.
 
The Congolese National Movement (MNC), led by Patrice Lumumba, became the strongest of these 
resistance groups.  Lumumba gave the movement its voice, as well as its willingness to fight. In 1959, a major 
riot broke out in Leopoldville (former name of the capital Kinshasa), and many Congolese were killed by 
Belgian police forces. This was likely the final straw and only resulted in further riots. Eventually, Belgium 
invited pro-independence organizations to the Round Table Conference in 1960, which was a conference 
where immediate decolonization was negotiated and agreed upon. This conference was likely successful due 
to the bilateral nature of the talks. The Congolese side was adamant about independence, and Belgium was 
quickly losing interest in keeping the colony. As far as the Belgian people went, enthusiasm for the colonial 
system was waning as well. 

Post-Colonization
Lumumba from the MNC would claim the role of prime minister in the newly-formed independent 
Congolese state, and Joseph Kasavubu (from ABAKO) would be the president. The very next year after 
independence can only be described as utter chaos.

In 1960, Kasavubu relieved Lumumba of his duties over political disagreements; this was met by resistance, 
and suddenly there were two different parties claiming to be the legitimate leaders of the state. On top of 
this, the Congolese army mutinied, and Belgian forces had to intervene to protect Belgian citizens that were 
still living in the region. This finally led to the Katanga Province deciding to declare independence from the 
Congo, and the two in power both appealed to the United Nations (UN) to serve as a Peacekeeping force. 

Because of a disagreement between these two supposed leaders, this crisis spiraled out of control. Lumumba 
wanted the UN forces to intervene militarily, while Kasavubu denied this wholeheartedly. Lumumba ended 
up turning to the Soviet Union for assistance, and suddenly the Congo became a proxy site for the Cold War 
between the Soviets and the U.S.2 A series of military coups and internal rebellions would ensue for the next 
few years. Poor leadership and warfare remained the only constants for the Congo during this span of time. 

The Rule of Mobutu
In 1965, Chief of Army Staff Joseph Mobutu would attempt his second military coup; he effectively ousted 
Kasavubu as president and claimed the role for himself. In the 1970s, Mobutu renamed the country Zaire 
in an attempt to reinvent the Congo and its troubled past. However, this was only a performance. Mobutu’s 
Popular Movement of the Revolution (MPR) party was the only political party in the country for decades, 
and Mobutu was at the head of a regime that thrived off of a patronage system that rewarded political loyalty. 
Zaire was effectively an authoritarian state with a dictatorship.

Under the Mobutu regime, corruption reigned supreme, as explained by a family member of Mobutu: 
“Mobutu would ask one of us to go to the bank and take out a million. We’d go to an intermediary and tell 
him to get five million. He would go to the bank with Mobutu’s authority and take out ten. Mobutu got 
one, and we took the other nine (Ludwig, 72).” Supposedly, Mobutu stole up to five billion USD from the 
Zaire reserves during his time as president. To make matters worse, the government was being financially 
supported by the U.S. while Zaire was vocally anti-communist, and thus reaped the benefits of the Cold War 
bipolar standoff between the U.S. and Soviet Union.
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Things began to fall apart for the Mobutu regime in the 1990s when the Cold War ended, thus severely 
reducing international support from the U.S. for Zaire. Eventually Mobutu, after facing international 
pressure and internal resistance, agreed to transition to a multi-party democracy. To remain in power, 
Mobutu attempted to undermine his agreements and restore relations with the West, which he pulled off for 
a few years due to the Rwandan genocide. Mobutu would err in his methods, however, by supporting a Hutu 
faction. This pitted local Tutsis, and the Rwandan government as a whole, against him. 

In the mid-1990s, Laurent Kabila’s Alliance of Democratic Forces (AFDL), with the support of the Rwandan, 
Ugandan, and Angolan governments, were finally able to overthrow Mobutu. This happened via a large-
scale military conquest within Zaire while Mobutu was outside of the country. Mobutu was not present , and 
therefore not able to stabilize the situation, leading to his overthrow.

Post-Mobutu Chaos
After ousting Mobutu, Kabila would ascend to the role of president. This would be coupled by another name 
change, and Zaire would become the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Unsurprisingly, Kabila ruled very 
similarly to Mobutu: all political parties/opposition groups were banned and forcibly suppressed, and he 
held much of the power at the expense of the civilians. 

As we have frequently seen up to this point, this led to internal rebellion; only this time the rebellion would 
spiral out of control and ultimately become a massive civil war that consumed much of Central Africa in 
warfare. Millions of people died as the war raged on, with the rebels being propped up by Rwanda and 
Uganda, and the central government being supported by countries like Angola and Namibia. Laurent Kabila 
was assassinated in 2001, and his son, Joseph Kabila, took power. After many attempts at peace talks, an 
agreement was reached in 2003 to adopt a constitution that was more decentralized and shared powers 
across different groups and provinces. UN Peacekeeping forces played a large role in keeping the peace 
during this time. 

Joseph Kabila became the new president and inherited arguably one of the worst situations in history that 
a head of state has had to deal with. The economy was nonexistent, three million people had died in the 
civil war, essentially all of the infrastructure was destroyed, and disease/hunger was rampant. Kabila would 
struggle forward, and get officially elected as president in 2006 in a historic feat of democracy for the nation, 
which held its first multi-party election. During this whole time, fighting was still happening in the east 
of the country, as rebellion groups had not given up nor accepted peace talks. Multiple notable rebellions 
occurred in basically every year since 2006, with major ones happening in 2009, 2012, and 2013. These will 
be discussed in greater detail in the later sections, as they are mostly regionalized conflicts.

DRC Politics
The DRC’s official title is the Democratic Republic of the Congo, but it is not democratic, nor is it a republic.3 
This is because the DRC’s methods of power transition and transparency of elections are suspect. In official 
terms, the DRC is a constitutional democracy/republic. It has a constitution that came into effect in 2006, 
and the people have the power to vote for their political representatives. There are 26 provinces, and the 
constitution devolves power to these provinces.

The president is elected directly by the people and serves for five-year terms, while the prime minister is 
chosen from the biggest party within the Congolese version of Congress. The legislature is bicameral, and 
therefore has two houses, which are the National Assembly (lower house) and Senate (upper house).

For the provincial government, there are provincial parliaments that are headed by a governor. These 
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provincial parliaments have oversight powers over the elected governor. Local provincial governments have 
budgets allocated by the central government, and they have jurisdiction over their respective provinces. They 
are able to enact provincial legislation, and execute normal administrative tasks, such as levying taxes and 
establishing local law enforcement. The national upper court system contains three separate institutions: 
the Constitutional Court, the Court of Cassation, and the Council of State. Circuit and lower courts are 
distributed throughout the country.4

Elections are a huge issue in current DRC politics. At the end of 2016, Kabila’s second term as president 
expired and he was constitutionally obligated to hold elections. However, the DRC postponed elections, 
instead claiming that they needed to extend the period for voter registration. Kabila was to remain in power 
as president, and elections would be held at the end of 2017 after voter registration closed. However, it 
became readily apparent that elections would not be possible due to an inadequacy in the current logistics 
and infrastructure set in place, and they were postponed yet again to April of 2018, and then to December of 
2018. All the while, Kabila remained in power as president. This has led to massive protest movements across 
the country, especially within the capital of Kinshasa, and government suppression of these protests has been 
a frequent occurrence as well. Rebel movements and internal resistance are so prevalent in DRC society (as 
we will see later on), and this extremely suspicious democratic system is one of the culprits.

NOTE: As of the writing of this background guide, it is not yet December 2018. It is very possible that elections 
are indeed held in December, but it’s anybody’s guess whether they actually happen. Committee will reflect 
whatever happens in December. So, if no elections are held, then Kabila will remain as president. If they do 
happen, the newly-elected individual will be president.

Political Parties
Political parties in the DRC are, for the most part, extremely weak. There is an oversaturation of parties, 
many of which exist for the sole purpose of getting an individual elected. As a result, over 500 parties 
supported candidates in the 2011 elections. Thus, the majority of these parties do not have platforms.5 The 
parties that are listed below are all established but are not very specific about their policies or what they 
support. 

The People’s Party for Reconstruction and Democracy (PPRD) is the largest political party of the DRC in 
terms of parliament, and it is the party with which Kabila adheres. The political ideology supported by this 
party can be considered Democratic Socialism, making it a left-wing party. This party denounces a laissez-
faire style economy, and supports government intervention in the economy and society more generally. It 
currently has 62 seats in the National Assembly, which is around 13%.6

The Union for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS) is the oldest and biggest political party in the DRC. 
It is the strongest opposition group to the PPRD. Like the PPRD, it also claims the left and can be described 
as socially liberal as well as socially democratic. Thus, it is hard to ascertain differences between UDPS 
and PPRD as far as policy goes. UDPS is particularly strong in the Kasai regions, where Tshiluba-speaking 
people live. The difference between UDPS and PPRD lies in their purpose. UDPS is an older party that 
has its grassroots in tradition. PPRD is more typical of a current DRC political party, as it is the political 
machine that supports the Kabila line.

The Social Movement for Renewal (MSR) has the fourth largest representation in the National Assembly, 
and it has a center-left ideology, much like the UDPS. They are currently in a coalition with the PPRD 
known as the Alliance of the Presidential Majority (AMP), but it is not known if they will remain in the 
coalition for the upcoming elections. The leader of this party is an associate of Kabila, and was formerly 
Minister of Infrastructure.
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Major Provinces/Regions
I have provided two maps that detail the provincial divisions of the DRC. The second map shows what 
present-day DRC looks like administratively. In the following descriptions, however, I refer to the Congo 
by region, and not by individual provinces. I believe the map of the DRC prior to 2015 is far easier to 
comprehend and visualize.

The Katanga Region is located in southeast DRC. The Katanga Region consists of four provinces: 
Tanganyika, Haut-Lomani, Lualaba, and Haut-Katanga (before 2015, these four provinces were all combined 
into one province). The Katanga Region has a rich history with the DRC government; it is the birthplace of 
Laurent Kabila, former president of the DRC. It has also attempted to secede from the central government 
before, most recently in 2013. Aside from its rebellious tendencies, Katanga is also home to a rich mining 
zone containing copper, cobalt, radium, diamonds, etc. Finally, the DRC’s second largest city, Lubumbashi, is 
found in Katanga.

The Kivu Region can be found in eastern DRC and is composed of the following three provinces: North 
Kivu, South Kivu, and Maniema. Much like the Katanga Region, it contains plenty of mining resources 
(diamonds, copper, gold, and cobalt) that help sustain the region and the country as a whole. It also borders 
Lake Kivu to the West, an important water source for transportation/trade purposes. The Kivu region is 
located at a high elevation; it can get over five thousand feet tall in certain parts of Kivu, as it is situated 
within the mountains of the Great Rift Valley. The region receives a constant flow of refugees from multiple 
countries and is an area full of ambiguity and violence. Finally, an important DRC city by the name of Goma 
is located in the Kivu Region. Goma is located in a strategic location on the coast of Lake Kivu and is often 
the destination city for immigrants from Rwanda, Uganda, and Burundi.

The Kasai Region can be found in Central DRC and contains five individual provinces: Lomani, Sankuru, 
Kasai-Oriental, Kasai-Central, and Kasai. Kasai is home to the biggest diamond reserve in the world, 
producing one-tenth of the world’s industrial diamonds. This massive diamond wealth provides a great 
opportunity to the DRC, yet most of Kasai’s roads are unpaved, and most of its citizens are suffering. In 2017, 
insurgency boiled over, as millions of citizens were displaced following protests against the government’s 
corruption in Kinshasa. 
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Major Rebellions
Kivu is an extremely volatile region due to the influx of Hutus from the Rwandan genocide conflict. 
Fighting has been present here since 2004, with many different countries and internal factions at constant 
disagreement. This is quite a maelstrom, as the conflict has resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands 
of people and the displacement of millions. 

The conflict can be traced to 2004, when Laurent Nkunda, a general within the Armed Forces of the 
Democratic of the Congo (FARDC), rebelled against the FARDC and retreated to Goma. Nkunda would 
establish the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP), which would remain a thorn in the 
DRC’s side for years. A cycle of ceasefires and warfare would ensue, as outside parties like the UN, U.S., 
Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda started to get involved diplomatically and militarily. 

To give a brief explanation of the events at that time: In the year 2008, a peace deal was reached between the 
FARDC and CNDP. This only lasted a few months, due to unkept promises on both ends. The CNDP ended 
up declaring war on the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), as well as the FARDC, 
which is a completely unrelated group of Hutus who are also opposed to the CNDP. FDLR is not associated 
with Rwanda but serves as another rebel group in the region.

Nkunda’s forces began the path towards Goma, with the intention of taking the city. Meanwhile, the UN 
Peacekeeping forces were situated within the city and weren’t providing aid to the people who lived there. 
The citizens were terrified of Nkunda’s forces and did not wish for the city to be ruled by them. However, 
they were so ticked off at the lack of support by the UN that they started to bombard the UN compound in 
Goma with Molotov cocktails. In essence, the citizens found themselves stuck between a rock and a hard 
place, as the two competing forces for leadership both seemed inept to the people.

The situation was eventually figured out when a joint Rwandan-Congolese effort forced Nkunda out of 
Goma. Nkunda was captured, and the CNDP assimilated into the Congolese government. However, this did 
not mean the end of the internal discourse. The FDLR continued to attack cities/towns, and a militia group 
called the Mai-Mai launched surprise attacks as well. Additionally, the DRC would escalate into another 
major rebellion in 2012, as former CNDP soldiers mutinied against the government. This rebellion would 
be known as the M23 Movement, and the fighting would last for over a year until in-group-fighting tore the 
M23 apart.

Tensions did not quiet down after the M23 movement collapsed, and in 2017, the country came close to 
all-out warfare. Another faction, the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), started attacking UN strongholds in 
the Kivu region, prompting intense mobilization from the FARDC and the UN. A total of 1.7 million people 
have been forced to abandon their homes during the conflict,7 and that number has jumped to 4.5 million in 
mid-2018.

It is worth noting that most of these insurgent groups obtain weapons and ammunitions through a 
combination of the following methods. Many of the groups are defectors from the FARDC, and therefore are 
able to assemble a lot of weapons prior to defecting. Groups also get weapons by raiding or hijacking army 
positions. Some groups are armed from the spillover effect from the Rwandan genocide crisis, as many of 
those guns and weapons went into the hands of Congolese insurgency groups. Lastly, the profitable mineral 
trade funds a lot of these groups. Insurgency networks tend to form between the insurgents, smugglers, 
mining groups, and gun providers.
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Geopolitics in the DRC
Earlier in this background guide, I discussed how internal rebellions and corrupt politicians are tearing the 
DRC apart. While it is true that these phenomena are major culprits for the DRC’s woes, much of this can be 
traced to the DRC’s geopolitical situation. 

Truth be told, the DRC, in a perfect world, has sky-high potential. It has one of the longest navigable rivers 
in the world, the Congo River, that runs through much of the country in an upside-down U shape. This is 
very useful for the DRC, as it allows easy trade as well as transportation through the fairly large country. The 
Congo River could potentially provide enough hydroelectricity to power the entirety of the DRC’s electricity 
needs and more. The DRC boasts some of the most impressive biodiversity in the world, located within the 
Congo Rainforest (second largest rainforest in the world behind the Amazon). It also has a small strip of 
land that borders the Atlantic Ocean, giving it access to the beneficial Atlantic trade routes. 

And, most importantly, it has an incomprehensible amount of natural resources in reserve. The Great Rift 
Valley of Africa heads westward, and it cuts into eastern and southern DRC. It has immense quantities of 
cobalt, copper, diamonds, gold, silver, zinc, coal, manganese, etc. It has the largest diamond reserve in the 
world. Cobalt is an important element used for jet engine parts, military technology, and other important 
industries. This amount of mineral wealth can translate into billions upon billions of U.S. dollars. For these 
reasons, the DRC certainly has the geography to take it to the top.
 

However, the DRC’s geography can be considered a double-edged sword, for it hurts the country far more 
than it helps. The root of the DRC’s geopolitical problems dates back to Belgian colonization, when artificial 
borders for the Congo region were established. These borders were made by people who had never even 
been to the region, and they did not reflect any sort of ethnic cohesion. This helps contribute to a “tribe 
over country” mentality, as many do not view the central government of the DRC as the true leaders of 
the Congo. Even though the constitution devolves some power to the Congolese provinces, it does little to 
patch the feelings of tribal members that only trust those within their tribe. It can also lead to favoritism as 
far as the central government goes. The DRC heads of state have a history of establishing patronage systems 



13
where they often support those that are close to them at the expense of the people. These artificial borders 
indirectly cause a lot of internal unrest within the population, and corrupt behavior of the government 
officials.

The wealth of mineral resources poses further issues, as many external groups vie for control over these 
resources. The DRC is almost completely landlocked and shares borders with nine different countries. Many 
of those countries involve themselves in DRC politics and internal fighting in order to wrest control of key 
reserves. The major instigators of these kinds of conflicts are Rwanda and Uganda. However, other countries 
consistently engage with internal DRC politics, such as Angola, Namibia, Zambia, South Africa, and 
Tanzania. Tim Marshall nicely summarizes the DRC’s geopolitical dilemma, arguing that “the imposition 
of artificial borders can lead to a weak and divided state, ravaged by internal conflict, and whose mineral 
wealth condemns it to being exploited by outsiders.”8

Here is a map that displays some of the DRC’s physical features. It shows the relatively flat land of the Congo 
Basin surrounding the Congo River. It shows the upside-down U shape of the river as discussed earlier. Most 
importantly, it displays the high elevations of eastern DRC, which is where all of the mineral reserves can be 
found.

Geopolitics by Country9

Rwanda- Rwanda’s foreign policy is deeply intertwined 
with the political happenings of the DRC. In 1994, 
one of human history’s greatest tragedies occurred, as 
Rwandan Hutus established a campaign of genocide 
against the Tutsis. This 100-day long conflict would 
ultimately spill into the DRC, and become its problem 
as well. Ever since, there has been a Hutu population in 
eastern DRC that poses problems for the DRC, as well 
as Rwanda, where a Tutsi-led government is currently 
ruled under Paul Kagame. 

Rwanda has two main geopolitical objectives with 
respect to the Congo. First of all, it wishes to keep 
anti-Rwandan rebel groups contained within the DRC’s 
borders. The FDLR, mentioned earlier, is a rebel group 
that wishes to overthrow the Rwandan government. 
Rwanda would like to establish and maintain a buffer 
zone between this group and its borders. Many people 
attribute the strength of the M23 Movement to Rwandan 
support, with the assertion that Rwanda supported this 
movement with weapons and monetary support to help fight the FDLR.

The other main objective is to secure access to Congolese mineral resources. Rwanda, whenever possible, 
attempts to destabilize the political situation within the DRC to weaken the central government. To do this, 
Rwanda will help support the oppositional groups in DRC politics, always with the intent to keep politics 
volatile and insecure. Rwanda will also prop up select insurgency groups, as explained above. Executing 
these actions allows tensions to remain high across the entire country, which further feeds into insurgency 
efforts and government distrust. This weakening of the government allows Rwanda to take advantage of the 
DRC’s shortcomings, and establish footholds within the country to suck out some of its resources.
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Uganda
Uganda’s relationship with the DRC is extremely similar to Rwanda, and sometimes the countries work 
together to achieve their political goals inside of the DRC. While Rwanda would like to keep the FDLR 
inside of the DRC, Uganda would like to keep the ADF inside as well. The ADF is an Islamist, anti-Ugandan 
rebel group. Uganda will intervene in the DRC affairs to squash the ADF if need be, and it has done so in the 
past. Uganda will attempt to leech off of the DRC’s minerals much like Rwanda.

Angola
Angola has high stakes in a stable DRC because they get much of their oil from the country. Therefore, 
much of Angola’s economy relies upon a stable (or at least, not at war) DRC. Additionally, Angola shares 
a sizeable border with the DRC. Thousands of refugees flee from the DRC into Angola, which helps to 
destabilize matters within Angola. Much like it is a common theme for Rwanda and Uganda to support rebel 
movements, it is also a common theme for Angola to provide military assistance to the DRC government.

Zambia
Zambia, for the most part, does not get involved 
militarily with the DRC. Rather, it is often the 
victim of unfortunate circumstances taking place 
in the Katanga Province. Due to prolonged fighting 
within the province, it often spills over into Zambia, 
disrupting important border affairs. The southeast 
portion of Katanga, known as the Congo Pedicle, 
essentially cuts off the top quarter of Zambia from 
the rest of the country. There are two main roads 
that traverse the Pedicle. If either of these roads are 
rendered unusable due to fighting or guerilla warfare, 
the only way to get to the rest of Zambia is to take 
an extremely long detour around the Pedicle. Aside 
from preventing these disturbances, Zambia also has 
its eyes on the DRC’s copper reserves, as copper is a 
highly strategic metal.

China
China, with its exceptionally large population, needs an exceptionally large quantity of resources to support 
its internal aspirations and global agenda. As such, it has its eyes set on the DRC’s resources — especially 
its cobalt and copper industry. China is responsible for over 50% of the DRC’s exports, firmly entrenching 
itself as a major player in the DRC’s economic success. Additionally, China often makes deals with the DRC 
to build local infrastructure in exchange for mineral extraction rights. These deals are known as public-
private partnerships, with the biggest being the Sino-Congolese Program, which is responsible for much 
of the DRC’s new infrastructure. Geopolitically, China would like to “wall out” other states attempting 
to get mining rights, so that China could capitalize on them for itself. Cobalt is a key element in battery 
production, something the Chinese would like to have a global grasp upon.10

The DRC Today11

Today, the DRC is an absolute mess. It is the most underreported war zone in the world, with a total of six 
million people dying from warfare and disease/malnutrition since the late 1990s. This would make it the 
deadliest conflict in the world since WWII. The fighting is not as bad as it was in the 1990s/early 2000s, 
however, it is still in a seemingly unending cycle of internal conflicts. Currently, the largest UN Peacekeeping 
force in history is stationed in the DRC for the sole purpose of preventing war from breaking out again.
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The DRC is the second largest country in Africa in terms of land size, although it is larger than France, 
Germany, and Spain put together. It contains 75 million people, although this information is essentially 
impossible to verify due to the difficulty of obtaining accurate statistics from the Kabila regime. It is home to 
over 200 ethnic groups, which explains why there is so much confusion, as well as dissent/fighting, amongst 
the people. There are several hundred different languages, although French is the most widely spoken 
language, due to its legacy as a Belgian colony.  

In 2014, the DRC was ranked a whopping 186 out of 187 countries in the Human Development Index 
(HDI). In 2016, it was 176. As such, it is one of the poorest and least-developed countries on Earth. Fighting 
has displaced millions of people, and 7.7 million people (2 million children) are at risk of starvation every 
year.12 The east is particularly bad, with consistent fighting/violence against men and women, use of child 
soldiers, and human trafficking at an extreme. Delegates will have a lot on their hands as they attempt to 
navigate this impossible maze of destitution and struggle. 

Before the conclusion, I wanted to include some final points to make sure things are as clear as possible.
 
What should I know for committee? 
I would like this committee to be a reasonable approximation to what would happen in real life, if the 
same circumstances would arise in reality. For this reason, it is important that you are aware of the major 
players within the region, and have an understanding of their goals. The geopolitical situation in the DRC 
is complicated, and whichever delegate is able to navigate this complex web of interest groups shall find 
success. It is also important to know the roots and causes of DRC’s internal struggles, as they may prove 
valuable in their potential solutions. 

When does this committee take place? 
Committee start on January 1st, 2019. It will likely extend until the year 2024 (five years), but that is subject 
to change, depending on the flow of committee.

What kind of committee is this? 
Working together, the delegates will make up the official Cabinet of the DRC. Committee will take place 
in Kinshasa, the capital of the DRC. The decisions you make will have the weight of the law across the 
country. This is a crisis committee, and as such, it will change depending on the actions taken by delegates 
within committee. You delegates are in the power seat. For this reason, the committee could handle things 
diplomatically, or it could escalate into a wartime committee. 

What happens if my Cabinet position changes in real life, or if the character I’m simulating gets 
replaced? 
Don’t worry about it, the positions in this background guide will override what happens later in real life.

Important Points
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Two words that adequately and succinctly describe the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
are complex and explosive. With dozens of aggressive players in the region vying for control of the same 
mineral resources combined with the unstable nature of internal politics and rebellions, the DRC is currently 
a recipe for disaster. We hear every day on the news about the situations in Europe, Russia, China, and the 
Middle East. While these regions/states are significant to global politics, the happenings of Sub-Saharan 
Africa constantly get overlooked and underreported. The DRC is a major geopolitical focal point, and I 
strongly believe that scholars who wish to understand the world should strive to understand the DRC.
 
I hope that delegates walk away from this committee having gained a deeper understanding of the current 
situation in the DRC, including its major actors. I hope you learn that each of these actors have different 
goals and agendas, and that it takes a special kind of thinking to resolve all of these matters simultaneously; 
simplicity doesn’t cut it.

Lastly, I am looking forward to meeting all of you in committee and seeing you in action. I cannot wait for 
the debates!

Conclusion
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Note: This list of positions does not accurately reflect the existing cabinet in modern DRC. Changes have been 
made to positions for the purposes of this committee.

Chief of General Staff of the Armed Forces, Didier Etumba
As the Chief of Army Staff for the DRC, Etumba has control over approximately 150,000 troops. These 
troops are divided into 14 separate brigades, with each brigade stationed throughout the country. The 
Armed Forces additionally come equipped with battle tanks, artillery, and mechanized infantry combat 
vehicles (MICVs). Despite having all of these powers as the Chief of General Staff, it is also a double-edged 
sword: Soldiers within the military have proven to be exceptionally volatile over the years, and it will take 
a strong leader to keep this group functioning together as a unit. It is also well-known that Etumba and 
President Kabila do not have the best working relationship.

Chief of Staff of the Republican Guard, Ilunga Kampate
Kampate is the Chief of Staff of the Republican Guard, and as such, he commands a task force numbering 
around 15,000 troops. These troops are better-paid than those in the military and are generally far more 
cohesive than them as well. The Guard also has its own tanks and armored vehicles, similar to the DRC 
Armed Forces, but on a much smaller scale. Because the Guard is not a formal branch of the military, it is 
completely independent of the government, meaning the task force is Kampate’s/Kabila’s personal army, in a 
sense. As a task force that goes largely unregulated by the government, the Republican Guard and Kampate 
have no problem using underhanded tactics to get the job done.

Minister of National Defense, Former Fighters, and Reintegration, Crispin Atama Tabe
Finishing off the trio of troop-commanding ministers is Atama, who has authority over all other military 
branches besides the army. This includes, but is not limited to, the Air Force and Navy. The Air Force has 
approximately 2,000 soldiers/engineers and 300 planes, but much of them are not functioning nor able to 
be repaired. The Navy has 5 bases distributed along the Congo River, and only has a few Type 062 Class 
gunboats at its disposal. Additionally, Atama has full discretion when it comes to issues involving veterans 
and policies that affect them.

Minister of Finance and Foreign Commerce, Henri Yav Mulang
For the purpose of this committee, the Minister of Finance position will absorb the powers that the Minister 
of Foreign Commerce usually holds. For this reason, Mulang has more flexibility as he manages and upholds 
the Congolese economy. As the Minister of Finance, Mulang has full control over the monetary and fiscal 
policy of the country. Utilizing the powers as the Minister of Foreign Commerce, Mulang also has a hand in 
the DRC’s international trade and foreign agreements that are finance-related.

Minister of Energy and Hydraulic Resources, Pierre Anatole Matusila
As the Minister of Energy, Matusila is an essential voice and influence in all sectors of Congolese energy, 
with particular focuses on hydroelectricity, petroleum, and coal. With one of the strongest and most 
extensive river systems in the world, there is enormous potential to expand and profit from electricity 
production. Matusila also has the ability to negotiate energy deals with foreign and domestic contractors. 
Matusila also has good connections within Galaxy Moriah Oil, a major oil company that provides much of 
the oil for the DRC.

Positions
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Minister of Industry, Martin Kabwelulu Labilo
As the industry minister, Kabwelulu has a hand in the productions happening inside of the country. He is in 
charge of regulating and promoting the growth of large-scale industry within this cabinet. In other words, he 
has the power to institute regulations on DRC industry. Kabwelulu also has a strong voice within the state-
owned corporations that deal with industry, and has the ability to guide/direct their discourse. Overall, as 
the head of industry, Kabwelulu is a popular force within the DRC media, as he creates a large amount of 
jobs for the nation every year.

Minister of Mines, Moise Sakanyi
The mineral resources of the DRC are essential to its future growth and prosperity. Sakanyi is the Minister of 
Mines and is, therefore, the highest authority when it comes to the handling of these resources. As such, he 
has the ability to grant mining rights to outside/global contractors. Sakanyi has strong personal connections 
with many foreign firms after doing business with them. Additionally, he has a strong voice within 
Gécamines, a state-owned corporation that focuses on the searching of new mineral resources, as well as the 
processing of existing resources. As the Minister of Mines, Sakanyi is the voice that represents the miners on 
a national scale.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Leonard She Okitundu
Okitundu, along with Kabila, is the public face of the DRC to the rest of the world. To begin with, Okitundu 
is the manager of DRC international politics, serving as the DRC’s primary voice at international institutions 
such as the United Nations General Assembly and Human Rights Council. Additionally, Okitundu 
consistently holds meetings with foreign ministers and heads of states from other countries in Africa and 
around the world,  including the United States, Russia, and China. Okitundu also is in charge of all domestic 
and international embassies, and the logistics that occur inside of them. Finally, Okitundu can help shape 
international policy and public approval ratings by issuing public statements of the DRC’s intentions/
objectives for international politics.

Minister of Health, Ilunga Kalenga
Kalenga has a lot on his plate dealing with all of the health concerns within the DRC. Kalenga is tasked 
with keeping public health to the highest standards possible, and this begins with the stunt of disease 
dissemination. As the Minister of Health, Kalenga has authority over the strongest disease containment 
facilities across the country, including access to all World Health Organization workstations. In addition, he 
has the ability to regulate all health insurance companies that operate within the DRC. Kalenga is in charge 
of all things related to public health, including the establishment of hospitals and vaccination centers. He 
also controls the production of medicine, emergency vehicles, essential hospital supplies, etc. Kalenga has a 
Ph.D. in Public Health and Epidemiology.

Minister of Education, Gaston Musema
Musema is the head of the Ministry of Education, and is in charge of implementing educational reform and 
strategy. This involves education from top to bottom, meaning Musema can influence primary, secondary, 
as well as higher education at a university level. He can enforce national guidelines and expectations for 
schools, and distributes national funding to these schools and universities. He also holds regular meetings 
with foreign organizations, such as USAID, with the objective of improving base education levels in the 
DRC. He also has jurisdiction within the field of professional training. This means that all education 
involving certifications required for certain jobs and crafts fall under his purview as well. This includes, but 
is not limited to, leadership training, business practices, carpentry, construction management, etc.
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Minister of State for Decentralization and Institutional Reforms, Azarias Ruberwa
As the Minister of State for Decentralization, Ruberwa has a major responsibility in preventing the central 
DRC government from growing too powerful at the expense of its 26 provinces. With this goal in mind, 
Ruberwa also presides over the country’s Regional Empowerment Department, which gives him the ability 
to authorize and fund provincial government expansion programs. In other words, he can approve and help 
support government programs on a state level, in an effort to bring more power to the DRC’s provinces. 
To do this effectively, Ruberwa has a large degree of funding from the Parliamentary Budget every year. 
Ruberwa is very popular with the DRC populace, and regularly holds televised/radio shows, where he speaks 
to the public about current issues and events. Hundreds of thousands of people tune in to hear him speak, 
and as a result, he has become a figure of the people, constantly representing them within the Cabinet.

Minister of Communications and Media, Lambert Mende Omalanga
Minister Mende holds a lot of power as the biggest authority over the airwaves. He administers all state-
owned television and radio stations, meaning he can efficiently disseminate government opinion and 
public statements on certain matters. He also has authority over which private stations can get access to 
these airwaves, and can censor them if he so pleases. Although only a small percentage of the population 
has access to the internet, he can also control internet service within the country. Mende has unrestricted 
access to cellular phone records of all phone-wielding citizens, meaning he can review private text messages, 
pictures, and phone conversations.

Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development, Atis Kabongo Kalonji
As the Minister of the Environment, Kalonji has a lot on his plate. All things dealing with the environment 
must go through him. This is especially important for the Congo Rainforest, one of the DRC’s greatest 
features. Any company that seeks logging rights in the Congo Rainforest must obtain approval from Kalonji. 
Additionally, he has a large team of park rangers that help to run and manage all 9 of DRC’s national parks. 
As the head of the environment, Kalonji also has to deal consistently with environment-related NGOs, and 
therefore has built up many connections in these organizations. He often works with the Agriculture and 
Energy Ministries to uphold sustainable development initiatives.

General Manager of the National Intelligence Agency, Kalev Mutond
The success of the National Intelligence Agency is imperative to the safety of the DRC. The NIA serves as 
the primary government agency dealing with intelligence, and they are tasked with the preservation of 
government secrets and safety. As the General Manager of the NIA, Mutond has 12,000 employees that 
work under his command. The agency specializes in information-gathering, reconnaissance, and special 
operations in general. Any covert missions in foreign countries are run by the NIA and its subdivisions. 

Minister of Interior, Henri Mova Sakanyi
As the Minister of Interior, Mova is in charge of upholding the internal security of the DRC. His primary 
method of ensuring this is through the Congolese National Police, a police force totaling 150,000 officers 
distributed throughout the country. This force is used to help keep the peace, as well as ensure borders are 
secure from potential threats/dangers. He also has authority over the Congolese Police Academy, and has the 
ability to control the curriculum and structure of the school. Lastly, Mova is the official party leader of the 
PPRD, the political party of Kabila, and has many connections and obligations to the party as such.



20
Minister of Infrastructure, Public Works, and Reconstruction, Thomas Luhaka Losendjola
Luhaka has a job that has proven to be difficult over the years, and that is the establishment and upkeep of 
dependable infrastructure in a war-torn nation. Luhaka has the ability to launch large-scale infrastructure/
public works projects. These projects include, but are not limited to, better and more integrated road 
systems, more dependable rail systems, airport/runway expansions, city rehabilitation/sewer overhauls, etc. 
There are endless opportunities to initiate public works projects and help develop/modernize the country, 
but the biggest issues are securing funds, and maintaining political stability. Luhaka is the head of the 
Congolese Agency for Major Works (ACGT), a state-run agency that provides engineering consultancy for 
modern construction across the country. Lastly, Luhaka is very close to China, who have invested millions of 
dollars into the Sino-Congolese Infrastructure program. 

Minister of Agriculture, Patrick Mayombe Mumbioko
Mumbioko is the head of the Agriculture Ministry, and as such, he controls all agricultural policy for the 
nation. Mumbioko determines which crops and livestock the country grows/raises for export, and which 
they import from other nations. Additionally, he has authority over production facilities across the country, 
which manufacture machines and tools for agricultural purposes. He is also able to run his own research 
relating to agricultural production purposes, and methods that can be used to increase crop yields.

Minister of Scientific Research, Bamboka Lobendi
As the DRC begins its path towards development, Lobendi’s role has been becoming more significant as 
the Minister of Scientific Research. All research and development projects executed by the country must 
be authorized by Lobendi, and these projects can include research and development in biotechnology, 
nanotechnology, climatology, and other fields as well. Lobendi is also the head of the General Commission 
for Atomic Energy within the DRC, which is an agency responsible for the production and handling of 
nuclear energy. It should be known that the DRC has 2 nuclear reactors, as well as a storage facility for 
nuclear waste. However, these reactors are currently inactive.

Representative of the Katanga Region, Jean-Claude Kazembe Musonda
Musonda will be in the Cabinet representing the Katanga Region, which is located in Southeast DRC. For 
this committee, the Katanga Region will consist of four provinces: Tanganyika, Haut-Lomani, Lualaba, and 
Haut-Katanga (these four provinces were all combined into one Katanga province before 2015). Being the 
birthplace of the former president of the DRC, Laurent Kabila, the Katanga Region has a rich history with 
the DRC government. It has also attempted to secede from the central government before, most recently in 
2013. Aside from its rebellious tendencies, Katanga is also home to a rich mining zone containing copper, 
cobalt, radium, diamonds, etc. Finally, the DRC’s second largest city, Lubumbashi, is found in Katanga. As 
the highest authority of the region, Musonda has the ability to enact legislation for the region. Additionally, 
the Representative has the power of the purse for the region, meaning he has the ability to spend 
government-allotted funds on behalf of the province. Musonda administers and advocates for the people of 
the Katanga Region.

Representative of the Kivu Region, Pascal Tutu
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The Kivu Region can be found in eastern DRC, and is composed of the following three provinces: North 
Kivu, South Kivu, and Maniema. Much like the Katanga Region, it contains plenty of mining resources 
(diamonds, copper, gold, cobalt) that help sustain the region and the country as a whole. It also borders 
Lake Kivu to the West, an important water source for transportation/trade purposes. Kivu is an extremely 
volatile region due to the influx of Hutus from the Rwandan genocide conflict. The region receives a constant 
flow of refugees from multiple different countries, and is an area full of ambiguity and violence. Finally, an 
important DRC city by the name of Goma is located in the Kivu Region. As the highest authority of the 
region, Pascal has the ability to enact legislation for the region. Additionally, the representative has the power 
of the purse for the region, meaning he has the ability to spend government-allotted funds on behalf of the 
province. Pascal administers and advocates for the people of the Kivu Region.

Representative of the Kasai Region, Marc Manyanga
The Kasai Region can be found in Central DRC and contains five individual provinces: Lomani, Sankuru, 
Kasai-Oriental, Kasai-Central, and Kasai. Kasai is home to the biggest diamond reserve in the world, 
producing one-tenth of the world’s industrial diamonds. This massive diamond wealth provides a great 
opportunity to the DRC, and yet most of Kasai’s roads are unpaved, and most of its citizens are suffering. 
In 2017, insurgency exploded onto the scene, as millions of citizens were displaced following protests 
against the government’s corruption in Kinshasa. As the highest authority of the region, Manyanga has the 
ability to enact legislation for the region. Additionally, the representative has the power of the purse for the 
region, meaning he has the ability to spend government-allotted funds on behalf of the province. Manyanga 
administers and advocates for the people of the Kasai Region.
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